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trong Dang c6 gia tri 1y luan va thyuc tién siu sic dé xay dung Pang
Cong san Viét Nam ngay cang trong sach, viing manh, xtrng dang la
Dang duy nhat cAm quyén. Thong qua viéc sir dung cic phuong phép

nghién ctru nhu lich sir, 16gic, phén tich, tong hop, bai viét tap trung

Tir khoa

Pdng Cong san Viét Nam, doan két
théng nhat, tuong Hé Chi Minh,
van dung, xdy dung dang

khai quat nhiing ndi dung co ban tu twuong H6 Chi Minh vé doan két
thdng nhat trong Pang va su van dung cta Dang trong thoi ky d6i méi
tir Pai hoi VI dén Dai hoi XII1. Két qua nghién curu cho théy, qua hon
35 nam tién hanh cong cude ddi méi, Pang Cong san Viét Nam ngay
cang nhén thirc rd hon, xac dinh doan két théng nhét 13 mot nguyén tic

to chuc, hoat dong cua Pang, 1a sinh ménh cia DPang, 1a van dé song
con cia cach mang.

1. Introduction

Unity in the Party is one of the most basic principles
in Party building. Unity within the Party is the basis
for building the great national unity. President Ho Chi
Minh has always considered creating and preserving
unity the Party’s most critical task, the foundation for all
successes: “Unity, unity, great unity. Success, success,
great success” [11; p.120]. Unity is not only a matter
of life and death of ecach Party organization at all levels
but also the life of the whole Party, a vital issue of the
Vietnamese revolution. The outstanding achievements
over more than 35 years of implementation of
comprehensive reform of the country are the result of
the unity of the entire Party, the real people, and the

whole army. A testament to the maturity and strength
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of the Party is the inheritance, correct and creative

application of Ho Chi Minh’s thought on this issue.
2. Research Methods

The article uses a combination of research methods
such as history, logic, analysis, and synthesis of the
contents fundamental to Ho Chi Minh’s thoughts on the
issue of unity within the Party. This clarifies the content
and results of implementation that the Communist
Party of Vietnam inherited and applies Ho Chi Minh’s
thoughts on this issue through the Doi Moi period

congresses from the 6" to 13" Party Congress.
3. Research results

3.1. Overview of essential contents Ho Chi Minh’s

Thoughts on unity in the Party
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In many places, President Ho Chi Minh has shown
concern and reminded the entire Party and people about
the issue of building a united bloc. He has hundreds
of speeches and articles about unity. Comprehensively
and profoundly analyzing the importance of solidarity
and unity within the Party, He emphasized: “Unity
is an invincible force. The united force helped the
August Revolution succeed. The united force helped
the resistance win. The united force will mobilize
people from North to South to fight for peace, Unity,
independence, and democracy throughout the country”
[9; p.104]; “Unity is our strength. Closely united, we
can overcome all difficulties, develop all advantages
and fulfil the tasks entrusted to us by the people” [11;
p-376]; “If the entire Party and the entire people work
together, any difficulty will be overcome” [11;p.376];...
Unity in the Party is not “one-way unity”,... but unity
in the Party must be a long-term strategy, based on the
foundation of Marxism-Leninism, with reason, with
love, with the pure revolutionary sentiment, love for

comrades and compatriots.

Unity within the Party is one of the essential and
regular tasks of Party building, the nucleus of the great
national unity, one of the five principles of organization
and operation of the Party, ensuring the unity of will
and action of the entire Party, which is the basis for the
Party’s great strength. The unity within the Party not
only determines the survival of the Party but is also
the centre and driving force of the tremendous national
unity. He said: “Today, unity in the Party is more
important than ever, especially close solidarity among
leading cadres” [8; p.368]. In his speech at the 15%
Plenum of the 2™ Central Committee, He emphasized:
“In our experience, the success of the revolution and
the victory of the resistance are due to united forces,
first of all, unity within the Party” [10; p.35].

Before leaving, in the Testament went to the entire
Party and people, President Ho Chi Minh mentioned “a
few things”, first of all “talking about the Party”. When
talking about the Party, the first issue that President
Ho Chi Minh emphasized was the issue of “unity”.
The issue of unity within the Party is mentioned many
times in the Testament. In his “last wishes”, President
Ho Chi Minh also said the Party’s unity issue. Firstly,
“Thanks to our close solidarity and single-mindedness
in serving the class, serving the people, and serving the
Fatherland, from its founding until now, our Party has

united, organized and led the people. Our people are

eager to fight and advance from victory to victory” [7;
p-36]. Second, throughout the history of the nation as
well as the country under the Party’s leadership, unity
has become “an extremely precious tradition of the
Party and our people” [7; p.36]. Since it is a precious
tradition, it is necessary to preserve and promote it. It
is an unparalleled source of energy for the nation and
the Party. Therefore, He advised “Comrades from the
Central Committee to the Party cells need to preserve
the unity and unanimity of the Party like preserving
the pupils of their eyes” [7; p.36]. Third, He also
reminded that it is necessary to “practice democracy
widely, regularly and seriously with self-criticism and
criticism”, “there must be comradeship and mutual
love” [7; p.36] that is the best way to consolidate and
develop the unity of the Party according to Lenin’s

principles of building a new type of Party.

3.2. The Communist Party of Vietnam applied Ho
Chi Minh’s thought of unity in the Party through the

Doi Moi period Congresses

Unity in the Party is the condition and core nucleus
of the great national unity and the survival of the
Vietnamese revolution. Ho Chi Minh’s thoughts on
unity in the Party are truly theoretical guidelines of
utmost importance for building and rectifying the
Party present. Through Party Congresses, the issue of
unity has been thoughtfully and deeply considered and
evaluated. Thanks to that, the Party has continuously
strengthened, organized and led our people to win
one victory after another, especially in the process of
the Party conducting the current national renovation

process.

The 6™ National Congress (1986) - The Congress
initiated the comprehensive renovation process, taking
place in a context where the world and the country had
many great difficulties and challenges. Renovation to
survive and develop has become a vital requirement
that reality places on the Party. Congress Drew four
valuable lessons, including the lesson: “In the Party,
unity, unity of will and action must be strengthened”
[1; p.24]. When analyzing the current situation and
causes of limitations in party-building work, Congress
pointed out that the manifestations of individualism,
bureaucracy, patriarchy, and localism,... have caused
adverse consequences for implementing political tasks
and unity within the Party. To overcome and correct

those mistakes and shortcomings, the Congress also
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raised important arguments and determined to properly
execute the instructions of President Ho Chi Minh in his
Testament: Firstly, unity and unanimity is “the essence
of the Party”; Second, the Party has a good tradition
of unity and consensus, thanks to which it has united
a large number of people, bringing the revolutionary
cause to glorious victories; Third, strengthening
solidarity and consensus in politics, ideology and
organization based on Marxism-Leninism, the Party’s
guidelines, viewpoints and organizational principles
are always a vital issue of the revolution; Fourth, unity
within the Party built based on fighting to protect the
Party’s guidelines and viewpoints; Fifth, we must take
care to preserve unity in the Party’s leading bodies, and
on that basis, strengthen unity throughout the Party [1;
p.112-113].

The 7" National Congress (1991) took place in
the context of the domestic socio-economic situation,
initially showing positive changes; the renovation
policy had begun to take effect. However, the
international situation has many new challenges;
the socialist system in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe is in crisis, leading to collapse, and hostile
forces have increased sabotage and pushback activities.
Implementing the “peaceful evolution” plot, raising the
issue of protecting unity within the Party and among
the people, is necessary. The 7% Congress determined
the strategic guiding motto to be “Maintaining unity
within the Party, tightening the close relationship
between the Party and the people” [1; p.196].
Regarding specific tasks in building and rectifying the
Party, improving the Party’s leadership capacity and
fighting power, the Congress determined: Firstly, to
maintain and adequately implement the principle of
democratic centralism in daily life party with specific
mechanisms and regulations. Fight against deviant
views, manifestations of violations of democracy, lax
discipline, and disunity in many party organizations.
Second, build unity within the Party based on the
Party’s guidelines and policies, uphold the principles
of organizing party activities, foster comradeship,
and firmly oppose individualism and opportunism,

sectarian ideology, and localism [1; p.220-222].

The 8™ National Congress (1996) pointed out the
currentsituation in the work of building the Party, “There
are many places where there is serious internal disunity”
[1; p.377], and consider this to be one of the significant

issues being raised. Regarding solutions, Congress
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stated several viewpoints such as: First, upholding
the principle of democratic centralism, implementing
collective leadership, individual responsibility, regular
self-criticism and criticism, preserving solidarity and
unity within the Party. Second, unity within the Party,
first of all in the leadership, is decisive for the success
of the revolution. Cadres and party members maintain
harmony within the Party based on political guidelines,
organizational principles and love for comrades. Third,
detect the phenomenon of disunity early, focus on
solving it and handle it completely. Fourth, the fact
that there are different opinions within the Party when
discussing and debating within the organization is
inconsistent with disunity. Before the development of
the revolution, many theoretical and practical issues
were very complicated and unclear and, within the
Party, needed discussion and debate. All officials and
party members must know how to listen and respect
each other’s opinions, indeed for the sake of truth and
reason. Fifth, where internal disunity and key officials
show many negative signs, superiors must direct and
help directly [1; p.380-381].

The 9™ National Congress (2001) highlights views
directly related to the issue of strengthening unity within
the Party, such as: First, supporting the organization and
cadres in agencies and units to prevent manifestations
of non-compliance with Party resolutions and the
State’s laws, stagnation, authoritarianism, despotism,
factionalism, and internal disunity. Second, higher-level
Party Committees focus on directing and strengthening
weak Party Committees and Party Cells, promptly
strengthening Party Committees and strengthening
cadres in places with many difficulties and internal
disunity. Third,

solidarity and unity within the leadership team. For

each party committee maintains

those party committees and organizations that violate
the principle of democratic centralism, lead cadres who
are arbitrary and autocratic, pull factions or factions,
and cause internal disunity, superior party committees
must direct a review, clarify right and wrong, strictly
handle those with shortcomings, and strengthen the
organization of officials. Where there is no ability
to overcome weaknesses, the organization will be
disbanded and a new organization established according
to the provisions of the Party Charter [1; p.496-498].

The 10™ (2000),

mentioning the issue of unity in the Party, raised

National Congress when

two very new viewpoints: First, firmly, promptly
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and publicly handle those who corrupt, regardless of
position, current or retired, confiscation, confiscation of
assets originating from corruption; those who cover up
corruption, deliberately prevent anti-corruption efforts
or take advantage of denunciations of corruption to
slander, harm others, and cause internal disunity. There
is a mechanism to encourage and protect those who
actively fight against corruption and negativity-praising
and replicating examples of thrift, integrity, public-
mindedness and impartiality [1; p.732]. Second, the
Party unified leadership of cadre work and management
of cadres in the political system, implemented cadre
rotation and overcame cadres closed and localized
situation. Strengthen the responsibilities of officials
and party members who are heads of state agencies.
Any agency that violates policies or laws allowing
negative situations or internal disunity to occur must
be held responsible by the head [l; p.666]. That
shows the Party’s very high determination to preserve,

consolidate and strengthen unity in the Party.

The 11" National Congress (2011), in Evaluation of
the results of 5 years of implementing the Resolution of
the 10" Congress, clearly pointed out: “The solidarity
and consensus at many party committees is not good”
[2; p.175]. In the presentation of goals, directions,
and work tasks in the new term, the Political Report
raised several important arguments about unity within
the Party precisely: First, unity within the Party is
the nucleus and is a solid basis for building the grand
national unity bloc. Second, ideological work must
preserve solidarity and unity within the Party and social
consensus. Third, focus on directing and strengthening
weak party organizations; promptly consolidate party
committees and strengthen cadres in areas with many
difficulties and internal disunity. Fourth, focus on
inspecting and supervising the observance of the Party’s
Charter, resolutions, directives, regulations, laws and
policies of the State; observance of the principle of
democratic centralism, working regulations, work
regime, implementation of democracy within the Party,

preserving internal unitys...

The 12" National Congress (2016) also continued
to affirm the view that “unity in the Party is the nucleus,
a solid basis for building the great national unity” [3;
p-160]. In party-building work, “ideological work is
respected and strengthened, creating unity within the
Party and consensus in society” [3; p.186]. However,

there is still “a situation of formal democracy, one-

sided unity, lack of debate, thorough discussion or
incorrect understanding of this principle, leading to
internal disunity in some places” [3; p.335]. The causes
of limitations have been pointed out very specifically
from the thinking about the slow innovation of Party
building work; The organization of implementation
of resolutions and policies on Party building is not
strict; Many party committees and leaders do not
pay enough attention to Party building work,... the
cause of limitations in implementing solidarity is
insufficient and profound awareness, unclear presence,
no consensus on several important issues in terms of
viewpoints and policies. To build unity within the Party,
party committees and members must uphold exemplary
spirit and responsibility in work and lifestyle in the
spirit of comradeship and mutual love. Building correct
guidelines, policies, and policies, and creating political
and ideological unity, because this is the essential basis
for making unity within the Party; Seriously implement
the Party’s organizational and operational principles,
especially the principles of democratic centralism, self-
criticism and criticism; Strengthen revolutionary moral
education, take care to consolidate comradeship within
the Party, and fight individualism; Select and arrange
leaders with sufficient qualities and abilities, and have
a pioneering and exemplary role; The heads of party
committees and authorities must be genuinely fair and
conscientious in handling work, and must indeed be the
gathering and uniting centre of the party organization,
of the collective agencies and units. Detect early and
focus on thoroughly handling disunity when these

symptoms first appear;...

The 13" National Congress (2021), through general
comments and assessments five years of implementing
the Resolution of the 12" Congress, has affirmed that
“the entire Party, the entire people, and the entire
army have strived to overcome many difficulties
and challenges, successfully implementing the goals
and key tasks, achieving achieved many significant
and comprehensive achievements, creating many
outstanding marks” [4; p.77]. The most essential reason
concluded by the Party is “the solidarity, unity, correct,
effective and timely leadership and direction of the
Central Executive Committee, Politburo, Secretariat
and all levels Party Committee in implementing the
Resolution of the 12" Congress” [4; p.79]. In the
report summarizing the work of building the Party
and implementing the Party Charter, five lessons
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are drawn, including the lesson of “We must pay
special attention to solidarity, unity of will and action
within the Party, first of all in the Central Executive
Committee, Politburo, Secretariat, key leaders and
party committees at all levels. Leaders at all levels
must be exemplary, match their words with actions,
uphold a sense of responsibility, and put the nation’s
and people’s interests first and foremost. Regularly
strengthen the close relationship between the Party and
the people, promote the role of the people and truly
rely on the people to build the Party” [5; p.226].

Regarding forecasting the situation in the coming
years, the 13" Congress pointed out: “The world
and domestic situations have both advantages and
opportunities, as well as difficulties and challenges
mixed; raises many new problems, new heavy and more
complicated requirements for the cause of building and
protecting the Fatherland; requires the entire Party, the
entire people, and the entire army to continue to innovate
thinking strongly, have high political determination,
accurately and promptly forecast the evolution of the
situation, and proactively respond promptly to all
situations. Situations, make further efforts to continue
to comprehensively and synchronously promote the
renovation process...” [4; p.109]. In the direction of
Party building work for the new term, emphasize
“Continuing to innovate the Party’s leadership methods
strongly. Promoting solidarity and unity within the
Party, first of all, the Central Executive Committee, the
Politburo, and the Secretariat” [5; p.229] and “Improve
the effectiveness of ideological work, create unity in the
Party, and consensus in society; attach more importance
to the work of fighting to protect the Party’s ideological
foundation, refuting the hostile and wrong views” [5;
p.229].

Through the terms of the Party Congresses during
the Doi Moi period, starting from the 6" Congress
until now, we have seen the thorough grasp of Ho Chi
Minh’s thought; the issue of unity in the Party has
always been of concern, especially at periods of vital
significance to the existence and development of the
Party and the nation’s revolutionary cause, when faced
with opportunities as well as great difficulties and

challenges.

Through over 35 years of renovation, the Party
has always valued, preserved and promoted solidarity
and unity. Thanks to that, the Party has gathered and
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advanced the strength of the entire people, creating
synergy to complete the task of leading the country that
the People entrust. Seriously and practically implement
the principles of party organization and operation,
especially the principle of democratic centralism,
considering this the essential basis for expanding and
promoting democracy and consolidating unity in the
Party politically, ideologically and organizationally.
Tighten  discipline, prevent and  overcome
authoritarianism and internal division. The example set
by leaders in practising democracy and consolidating
unity in each party organization and the entire Party
in agencies and organizations assigned to be in charge
is increasingly strengthened. Democracy within the
Party is increasingly promoted and expanded; major
decisions, guidelines and policies of the Party, from
the draft Platform to draft Congress documents, are all
held for widespread democratic discussion, soliciting
opinions from party organizations and party members
from the grassroots up, and soliciting comments from
socio-political organizations and people from all walks
of life. Activities of party committees and organizations
at all levels are conducted democratically, openly,
and boldly present your own opinions. Strengthen
meetings, conferences, discussions, and direct contact
between key officials, party members, and the people.
Questioning and answering questions is extended to
party committee conferences and standing committees.
It applies to all party members, committee members,
party committees, standing committees of party

committees at all levels,...

However, besides the results achieved by the Party,
there are still many different opinions on several issues
related to the guidelines and policies of the Party and the
State, affecting ideological unity and the Party’s actions.
Notably, the phenomenon of downstream solidarity
Party activities also takes place in some places: lack
of sympathy and mutual understanding in daily life
and working relationships among a group of officials;
individualism, localism, taking care of the rights of
self, family, and clan; the struggle for self-criticism
and criticism also expressed in many different angles;
corruption, waste, and negativity are still complicated
and severe. Many officials and party members, including
the leader, have not shown pioneering and exemplary
character. There are also manifestations of bureaucracy
and authority, not close to reality, the basis, and

inconsistency between saying and doing. The political
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and ideological awareness of some officials and party
members has not kept up with the development of the
situation and tasks; Some grassroots party organizations
have not expanded democracy in daily life; The principle
of democratic centralism has not been fully realized
and implemented. Hostile, reactionary, and destructive
forces still find every way to cause disunity and division
within the Party,...

In the coming time, the country has been standing
before many opportunities and advantages, but it also
has to face many intertwined difficulties and challenges.
The Party needs to value and strengthen the preservation
of unity within the Party and the unity of the entire
nation and be steadfast in the Party’s organizational
and operational principles. Firstly, we must strengthen
political and ideological education, focusing on political
theory education, education on Marxism-Leninism and
Ho Chi Minh’s thought, making each cadre and party
member imbued with deeply Ho Chi Minh’s idea and
the importance of preserving solidarity and unity in
the Party. Secondly, expanding democracy within the
Party goes hand in hand with mastering the principle
of solidarity and harmony based on Marxism-Leninism,
Ho Chi Minh’s thought, political platform, and Party
Charter and based on love and pure revolutionary
feeling. Thirdly, build and train a team of capable
and qualified officials worthy of being leaders and
loyal servants of the people, especially heads of party
organizations and government agencies. Fourthly, it
is necessary to strengthen the Party’s inspection and
supervision to quickly detect and resolve all seeds of

disunity within the Party right from the beginning.
4. Conclusions

As a genuine revolutionary party, putting the
interests of the Fatherland and the people first, the
Communist Party of Vietnam inherits the precious
tradition of solidarity of the nation; constantly
attaching importance to preserving unity in the Party
is like “keeping the pupils of our eyes” - by President
Ho Chi Minh’s teachings in His Testament. Through
over 35 years of renovation, from the 6% to 13" Party
Congress, the lesson of unity in the Party continues to
be affirmed on the path of innovation and increasingly
deep international integration. Many party committees
at all levels, especially central leadership agencies,
have always correctly identified the importance of unity

unified, regularly maintained, nurtured, and developed

in difficult conditions and new challenges, and from
within the Party, it has spread to the entire society. To
bring the cause of national innovation to success, Ho
Chi Minh’s thought of unity within the Party remains

intact, being the root and foundation of all victories.
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