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IURP������WR�������+H�ZURWH�LQ�PDQ\�JHQUHV��PRVW�QRWDEO\�UHSRUWDJH�

and�novels.�The�novels�of�the�writer�Vu�clearly�reÀect�the�social�reality�
RI�9LHWQDP�GXULQJ�WKH�)UHQFK�FRORQLDO�SHULRG��WKURXJK�D�ULFK�ZRUOG�RI�

FKDUDFWHUV��ZLWK�DOO� W\SHV�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�VRFLHW\��$PRQJ�WKHP��D�W\SH�RI�

FKDUDFWHU�HPHUJHG�WKDW�GLG�QRW�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�SURVH�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHDOLVW�

writers:�the�character�of�an�intellectual�who�plays�the�role�of�an�o൶cial.�
The�character�of�an�intellectual�o൶cial�possesses�all�the�good�qualities�
VXFK�DV��LQWHJULW\��UHVSHFW�IRU�MXVWLFH��GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�ZHDN��OLYLQJ�ZLWK�ORYH�

and�a൵ection,�etc.�It�can�be�said�that,�in�creating�this�type�of�character,�
Vu�Trong�Phung�had�a�progressive�mindset�in�reÀecting�reality�without�
ELDV��7KDQNV�WR�WKDW��WKH�SLFWXUH�RI�9LHWQDPHVH�VRFLDO�UHDOLW\�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�

��WK�FHQWXU\�HPHUJHG�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�
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1.�Introduction

Vu� Trong� Phung’s� literary� talent� was� ¿rst�

UHFRJQL]HG�LQ�WKH�JHQUH�RI�UHSRUWDJH����YROXPHV���

WKHQ�LQ�QRYHOV����ERRNV���$V�D�MRXUQDOLVW��9X�7URQJ�

3KXQJ¶V� QRYHOV� DUH� DOZD\V� IXOO� RI� ³UHSRUWDJH´�

TXDOLW\��8QOLNH�WKH�7X�/XF�9DQ�'RDQ�QRYHOV�RI�WKH�

VDPH� SHULRG�� ZKLFK� DUH� IXOO� RI� URPDQWLFLVP��9X�

7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�QRYHOV�GHOYH�LQWR�WKH�EDUH�UHDOLW\�RI�

people�and�society.�Also�di൵erent�from�the�critical�

UHDOLVP�RI�1JX\HQ�&RQJ�+RDQ��1JR�7DW�7R��1JX\HQ�

+RQJ����ZKLFK�DUH�RIWHQ�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�RSSRVLQJ�

IRUFHV�RI�JRRG�DQG�HYLO��9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�QRYHOV�

GR�QRW�KDYH�WKLV�GLYLVLRQ��KLV�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�DOZD\V�

LQ�PRWLRQ��FRQVWDQWO\�FKDQJLQJ�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�

LPSDFW�RI�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��(PHUJLQJ�LQ�9X�7URQJ�

3KXQJ¶V� QRYHOV� DUH� WZR� W\SHV� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�� WKH�

JDQJVWHU�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�FKDUDFWHU��,I�

WKH�JDQJVWHU�FKDUDFWHU�VKRZV�WKH�QHJDWLYH�DVSHFWV��

the� intellectual� character� reÀects� the� positive�

DVSHFWV�RI� WKH� VHPL�FRORQLDO�� VHPL�IHXGDO� VRFLHW\�

RI� 9LHWQDP� LQ� WKH� HDUO\� ��WK� FHQWXU\��9X�7URQJ�

3KXQJ¶V�QRYHOV�DUH� KLJKO\�SUHGLFWLYH��ERWK� W\SHV�

RI� FKDUDFWHUV� FDQ� EH�PRUH� RU� OHVV� UHFRJQL]HG� LQ�

WRGD\¶V� VRFLHW\�� VR� VWXG\LQJ� WKHP� FDQ� EH� XVHIXO�

IRU� FXUUHQW� VRFLDO� OLIH�� 7KH� DUWLFOH� ZLOO� DQDO\]H�

WKUHH� W\SLFDO� W\SHV� RI� LQWHOOHFWXDO� FKDUDFWHUV��
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LQWHOOHFWXDOV� WUDLQHG� DEURDG�� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� WUDLQHG�

GRPHVWLFDOO\�DQG�IRUHLJQ�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�LQ�9LHWQDP�

2.�Theoretical�basis�and�research�methods

7KH�)UHQFK�SKLORVRSKHU�/RXLV�GH�%RQDOG�RQFH�

VDLG��³/LWHUDWXUH�LV�D�VRFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQ´��5��:HOOHN�

DQG�$��:DUUHQ��������S�������$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�

PDQ\� LVVXHV� WR�GLVFXVV� DERXW� WKLV�SRVWXODWH�� LW� LV�

FOHDU� WKDW� OLWHUDWXUH� LV� DOZD\V� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK�

UHDOLW\�� :ULWHUV�� WKURXJK� WKHLU� ZRUNV�� JHQHUDOL]H�

LVVXHV� RI� VRFLDO� UHDOLW\� DQG� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� WKH�

VRXO� DQG� WKRXJKWV�� LQ� RUGHU� WR� FRQYH\� D� FHUWDLQ�

PHVVDJH�� )RU�SURVH�� LQ�DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH�QDUUDWRU� ��

RIWHQ�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKH�DXWKRU���WKH�ZRUOG�RI�

FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�LV�D�PHDQV�IRU�WKH�ZULWHU�WR�

FRQYH\� KLV� WKRXJKWV��7KH�ZRUOG� RI� FKDUDFWHUV� LQ�

9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�ZRUNV�LV�YHU\�GLYHUVH��FRYHULQJ�

DOO�VRFLDO�FODVVHV��7KH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�

LV�RQH�RI� WKH�HOHPHQWV� WKDW�PDNH�XS� WKH�DXWKRU¶V�

XQLTXH�IHDWXUHV�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHDOLVW�OLWHUDWXUH�

7R� KLJKOLJKW� WKH� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� RI� WKH�

LQWHOOHFWXDO�FKDUDFWHU��WKH�ZULWHU�XVHV�VRFLRORJLFDO�

PHWKRGV�WR�LOOXPLQDWH�WKH�DXWKHQWLFLW\�RI�WKH�LPDJH�

as� well� as� its� social� signi¿cance.� Besides,� there�
LV� WKH� FXOWXUDO�PHWKRG��%HFDXVH� WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�

)UHQFK� FXOWXUDO� IXVLRQ� LQ� WKH� HDUO\� ��WK� FHQWXU\�

KDG� ERWK� SRVLWLYH� DQG� QHJDWLYH� LPSDFWV� RQ� WKH�

9LHWQDPHVH� OLIHVW\OH�� %DVHG� RQ� WKH� FXOWXUDO�

IRXQGDWLRQ� WR�KDYH�D�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�YLHZ�RI�WKH�

FKDUDFWHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�DXWKRU�DOVR�DSSOLHV�WKH�

PHWKRG�RI�DQDO\VLV���V\QWKHVLV�DQG�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�

VHH�WKH�GHSWK�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�XQLTXH�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�

LQWHOOHFWXDO�FKDUDFWHU�

3.�Historical�research

$V�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�UHDOLVW�ZULWHU��9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�

ZRUNV�KDYH�EHHQ�VWXGLHG�D�ORW��%\�������WKHUH�ZHUH�

GR]HQV�RI�PDVWHU¶V�DQG�GRFWRUDO�WKHVHV�UHVHDUFKLQJ�

WKLV�ZULWHU��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�DOVR�KXQGUHGV�RI�DUWLFOHV�

ZULWWHQ�DERXW�KLP�

,Q�WKH�DUWLFOH�7KH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�GHJHQHUDWH�

KXPDQ� EHLQJV� LQ� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V� UHDOLVW�

QRYHOV��'LQK�7UL�'XQJ�KLJKO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�DUW�

RI� EXLOGLQJ� PDQ\� W\SHV� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�� LQ� ZKLFK�

7KDQK�&RQJ�1KDQ�LV�D�W\SH�RI�GHJHQHUDWH�KXPDQ�

FKDUDFWHU��+H�ZURWH��³9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�WUXO\�KDV�D�

WDOHQW�IRU�REVHUYLQJ�DQG�FRYHULQJ�UHDOLW\�RQ�D�ZLGH�

VFDOH��7KH�ZRUOG�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�KLV�UHDOLVW�QRYHOV�

LV� WUXO\�ULFK�DQG�GLYHUVH´��,Q�/LWHUDU\�&ULWLFLVP���

&RPPHQWDU\�� DXWKRU�9X� 7LHQ� 4X\QK� PHQWLRQHG�

WKH�³SURFHVV�QDWXUH�RI�FKDUDFWHUV´�DQG�FRQVLGHUHG�

LW� D� SURPLQHQW� IHDWXUH� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�� ³7KH�

FKDUDFWHUV� LQ� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V� ZRUNV� DOO� KDYH�

FKDQJHV� LQ� VRFLDO� VWDWXV�� )URP� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� WR�

WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUN��QR�FKDUDFWHU�HYHU�VWD\V�LQ�D�

FHUWDLQ�SRVLWLRQ��$OVR�LQ�WKLV�ZRUN��DXWKRU�7UXRQJ�

&KLQK� SD\V� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKH� W\SLFDOLW\� RI� WKH�

FKDUDFWHUV�� ³7KH�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�

QRYHOV� DUH� KLJKO\� LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�� GLYHUVH�� ULFK�

LQ� DHVWKHWLFV�� SHRSOH� SXUVXLQJ� SHUVRQDO� GHVLUHV´��

7UDQ�'DQJ�7KDR� LQ� WKH� ERRN�9X�7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V�

/LWHUDU\� 6SHFLDOWLHV� SXEOLVKHG� E\� 3KXRQJ� 'RQJ�

3XEOLVKLQJ� +RXVH� LQ� ������ JHQHUDOL]HG� VRFLDO�

LVVXHV�IURP�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�9X�7URQJ�

3KXQJ¶V� QRYHOV�� +H� VDLG�� ³9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V�

characters� are� ¿rst� of� all� characters� of� the� era.�
They� are� concrete� people� of� Àesh� and� blood,�
EDWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRQFUHWH�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�9LHWQDPHVH�

KLVWRU\� DW� WKH� WLPH� RI� WKH� ����V�� WKH\� DUH� WKH�

HPERGLPHQW��WKH�W\SLFDO�SURGXFW�RI�XUEDQ�VRFLHW\�

XQGHU�WKH�EUXWDO�IHXGDO�FRORQLDO�UHJLPH´��7KH�PRVW�

FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�

9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V� QRYHOV� LV� WKH� GRFWRUDO� WKHVLV�

³&KDUDFWHUV� LQ� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V� QRYHOV´� LQ�

1999�by�Dinh�Tri�Dung.�The�author�a൶rmed�the�
ULFKQHVV�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV¶�

UHDOLW\�� ³:LWK�9X�7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V�QRYHOV�� UHDGHUV�

FDQQRW� IRUJHW� KLV� XQLTXH� ZRUOG� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�� D�

FURZGHG�ZRUOG�ZLWK�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SHRSOH��DOO�NLQGV�

RI� IDFHV�� FURZGHG�� QRLV\�� FKDRWLF� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W�

RI� D� VRFLHW\� RI� XSV� DQG� GRZQV�� FUD]\´�� 1JX\HQ�

0DQK� 4X\QK� KDV� DQ� DUWLFOH� ³3RHWLFV� RI� DUWLVWLF�

ZRUGV�LQ�9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�ZRUNV´�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�

DVSHFWV�RI�ZRUGV��VHQWHQFHV��DQG�VRPH�SURPLQHQW�

WHFKQLTXHV� LQ� EXLOGLQJ� FKDUDFWHU�� 'DQJ� 9DQ� 9X�
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KDV�DQ�DUWLFOH�&URZG�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�QRYHOV�³'XPE�

OXFN´� DQG� ³7KH� VWRUP´� E\� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ��

IURP� D� FXOWXUDO� SHUVSHFWLYH�� 3URFHHGLQJV� RI� WKH�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO� FRQIHUHQFH� RQ� ODQJXDJH�� OLWHUDWXUH�

DQG�FXOWXUH�HGXFDWLRQ���+DQRL�1DWLRQDO�8QLYHUVLW\�

RI�(GXFDWLRQ����7KH�DUWLFOH�H[DPLQHV� WKH�W\SH�RI�

FURZG�FKDUDFWHU�IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�

FXOWXUH��(WF���

7KXV��WKH�LVVXH�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�KLV�QRYHOV�KDV�

EHHQ�PHQWLRQHG�E\�PDQ\�ZRUNV��EXW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�

QR�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�D�SXUH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�

4.�Research�results

4.1.�The�character�of�the�young�district�chief�
of�Cuc�Lam

,I�LQ�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�1JX\HQ�&RQJ�+RDQ��1JR�7DW�

7R��1DP�&DR�� WKH�PDQGDULQV� DUH�RIWHQ� LJQRUDQW��

JUHHG\�� FUXHO�� DQG� H[WUHPHO\� FXQQLQJ� ROG� IR[HV��

9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�KDV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�EXLOW�WKH�LPDJH�

of�a�young�o൶cial,�with�a�doctorate�in�Law�in�the�
PRVW�DGYDQFHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�V\VWHP��)UDQFH�

:LWK� D� VROLG� NQRZOHGJH� EDVH� DQG� D� VSLULW� RI�

VHUYLQJ� MXVWLFH�� WKH� GLVWULFW� FKLHI� VWRRG� RQ� WKH�

VLGH�RI�MXVWLFH�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�SRZHUOHVV��

speci¿cally�in�this�case,�the�family�of�the�scholar�
8DQ��7KL�0LFK�� WKH�GDXJKWHU�RI� WKH� VFKRODU��ZDV�

raped�by�Nghi�Hach,�who�¿led�a�lawsuit�with�the�
GLVWULFW� FKLHI�� 8QOLNH�1JKL� /DL� LQ�1JX\HQ�&RQJ�

+RDQ¶V�7KH�/DVW�'XHO��ZKR�VDZ�3KD�FDUU\LQJ�WKH�

ODZVXLW� ³OLNH� DQ� DQW� VHHLQJ� JUHDVH´�� WKH� GLVWULFW�

chief� in�Vu�Trong� Phung�calmly� studied� the�¿le�
DQG� FROOHFWHG� HYLGHQFH� IURP� WKH� SUHVV� WR� KDQGOH�

it� fairly.� However,� in� a� society� where� o൶cials�
ZHUH�PDLQO\� DSSRLQWHG� E\� OREE\LQJ� DQG� EULELQJ�

VXSHULRUV�� WKH� \RXQJ� GLVWULFW� FKLHI¶V� IUDQN� VSLULW�

ZDV� LPPHGLDWHO\�HOLPLQDWHG� IURP� WKH� V\VWHP�E\�

the�dark�o൶cials.�First�of�all,�we�see�that�this�was�
an�o൶cial�who�was�appointed�based�on�his�serious�
academic�quali¿cations,�not�by�lobbying.�He�was�
SURXG�RI�WKDW��DQG�EROGO\�UHSOLHG�WR�WKH�*RYHUQRU��

³<HV�� LW� LV� WUXH� WKDW� ,� KDYH� PDQ\� WKRXJKWV� WKDW�

DUH�QRW� LQ� OLQH�ZLWK� WKH�ROG� UHJLPH��<RXU�+RQRU��

EXW� ,�GLG�QRW�SHUVRQDOO\� OREE\� WKH�GLVWULFW� FKLHI´�

�3KXQJ� 7�9�� ����D�� S�� ����� 3HUKDSV� 9X� 7URQJ�

3KXQJ�EXLOW� WKLV�FKDUDFWHU� EDVHG�RQ� DQ� LGHDOLVWLF�

VSLULW��LQ�KLV�GUHDP��%XW�LQ�UHDOLW\��EHIRUH�WKDW��WKH�

)UHQFK� KDG� RSHQHG� VFKRROV� WHDFKLQJ� LQ� )UHQFK�

LQ�9LHWQDP�� VHQGLQJ�PDQ\� H[FHOOHQW� VWXGHQWV� WR�

)UDQFH� IRU� WUDLQLQJ��:KHQ� WKHVH� SHRSOH� UHWXUQHG�

WR�9LHWQDP��WKH\�PDGH�JUHDW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR� WKH�

PRGHUQL]DWLRQ�RI�9LHWQDP�LQ�WHUPV�RI�HFRQRP\�DV�

ZHOO�DV�VRFLDO�FXOWXUH��7KH�'LVWULFW�*RYHUQRU�ZDV�

D�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�PRVW�PRGHUQ�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�

WKH�:HVW�DW�WKDW�WLPH��:LWK�D�'RFWRUDWH�LQ�/DZ��KH�

had�great�con¿dence�when�he�was�appointed,�and�
RI�FRXUVH��KH�KDG�QR�QHHG�WR�³OREE\´�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�

o൶cial� recruitment� mechanism.� The� statement:�
³<RXU�([FHOOHQF\��EXW� ,�GLG�QRW�SHUVRQDOO\�JR�WR�

OREE\� WKH� 'LVWULFW� *RYHUQRU´� ZDV� OLNH� D� VODS� LQ�

WKH�IDFH�WR�WKH�*RYHUQRU��ZKR�FHUWDLQO\�NQHZ�KLV�

FDUHHU�SDWK�

The� most� important� quality� of� an� o൶cial� is�
LQWHJULW\��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�EDVHV� IRU�LQWHJULW\��EXW�

WKH� VSLULW� RI� GHGLFDWLRQ� DQG� VHUYLFH� WR� MXVWLFH� LV�

FRQVLGHUHG� WKH�PRVW�GLUHFW�EDVLV��&RUUXSWLRQ�DQG�

bribery� of� o൶cials� can� be� said� to� be� traditional�
LQ� RXU� FRXQWU\�� )URP� IRON� OLWHUDWXUH� WR� PHGLHYDO�

OLWHUDWXUH�� WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ� KDV� EHHQ� PHQWLRQHG� D�

lot.�The�insatiable�greed�of�o൶cials�in�the�feudal�
colonial� regime�was� reÀected� quite� richly� in� the�
����������&ULWLFDO�5HDOLVW� OLWHUDWXUH��,Q�WKDW�GDUN�

SLFWXUH�� WKH�EULJKW�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�'LVWULFW�

&KLHI�&XF�/DP�VWDQGV�RXW��2ULJLQDOO\�D�VFRXQGUHO��

FXQQLQJ� DQG� FXQQLQJ� LQ� KLV� UHODWLRQV� ZLWK� WKH�

PDQGDULQ� FODVV�� IDFLQJ� WKH� ULVN� RI� KDYLQJ� WR� SD\�

IRU�KLV�FULPH��1JKL�+DFK�VHQW�D�EHDXWLIXO�� FOHYHU�

JLUO� WR� ³QHJRWLDWH´� ZLWK� WKH� 'LVWULFW� &KLHI�� $QG�

WKLV�LV�WKH�UHVXOW��³���,�NQRZ�WKDW��7KDW�ZRPDQ�ZDV�

YHU\�FOHYHU��EXW�,�FDQQRW�SOHDVH�\RX´��3KXQJ�7��9��

����D��S�������³1RW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�SOHDVH�\RX��1JKL�

+DFK�´�PHDQV�QRW�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�³QHJRWLDWLRQ´�RI�

WKH�³VSHFLDO�HQYR\´�RI�WKH�QRWRULRXVO\�FXQQLQJ�ROG�

Nghi.�The�District�Chief�was�very�di൵erent�from�
the�majority�of�o൶cials�at�that�time.�Many�people�
determined� that� being� an� o൶cial� was� to� make�
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PRQH\�� ZKLFK� LV� ZK\� WKHUH� ZDV� D� IRON� VD\LQJ��

“An� o൶cial� sees� lawsuits� like� ants� see� grease”.�
But� the� District� Chief� was� a� rare� o൶cial� in�An�
Nam�who�became�an�o൶cial� to�contribute�to�the�
³JRG� RI� -XVWLFH´� DQG� QRW� WR� H[SORLW� WKH� SHRSOH��

WR�HQULFK�KLPVHOI�� ³,I� ,� LQWHQGHG� WR�PDNH�PRQH\�

IURP� \RX�� ,� ZRXOG� KDYH� DJUHHG� WR� WKH� ZRPDQ�

\RX�VHQW�WR�QHJRWLDWH�WKH�RWKHU�GD\´��3KXQJ�7��9��

����D�� S�� �����2I�FRXUVH�� WKH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI� DOVR�

NQHZ�1JKL�+DF¶V�FXQQLQJQHVV��LI�KH�GLG�QRW�SOHDVH�

KLP�� WKH� 'LVWULFW� &KLHI� ZRXOG� HDVLO\� EH� KDUPHG�

E\�KLP��.QRZLQJ�WKLV��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUDJH�RI�DQ�

LQWHOOHFWXDO��KH�ZDV�QRW�DIUDLG�RI�HYLO��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�

VHFRQG�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI�

RI�&XF�/DP�

%HFDXVH�KH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�DFFHSWLQJ�

EULEHV�� WKH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�E\�KRUVH�

GUDZQ�FDUULDJH��³7KHQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI�FKDQJHG�

WKH� VXEMHFW� E\� WHOOLQJ� WKH� VROGLHU�� �� 7HOO� WKH�

FRDFKPDQ� WR� EULQJ� WKH� KRUVH�GUDZQ� FDUULDJH�RXW�

VR�,�FDQ�JR�WR�WKH�SURYLQFH��7KH�VROGLHU�VDLG�\HV�

DQG�WKHQ�UHWUHDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�EDFN�GRRU´��3KXQJ�

7��9������D��S�������7KDW�VXUSULVHG�1JKL�+DF�� VR�

he� said:�“Your�Excellency� is� so� frugal,� isn’t� he?�
Why� haven’t� you� bought� a� car� yet?”.� Buying� a�
car�was�a�fashionable�trend�among�o൶cials�at�that�
time.�Becoming�a�District�Chief�was�not�di൶cult,�
KRZHYHU��DV�KH�VDLG��³,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DV�PXFK�PRQH\�

as�other�o൶cials”.�He�didn’t�have�money�because�
KH�GLGQ¶W�HDUQ�PRQH\�DW�DOO�FRVWV��GLGQ¶W�H[FKDQJH�

his� dignity� for� money� like� many� other� o൶cials�
LQ�VRFLHW\��7KH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI¶V�DWWLWXGH�ZDV�YHU\�

GHFLVLYH��HDFK�PDWWHU�KDG� LWV�RZQ�SXUSRVH��³7KH�

'LVWULFW� &KLHI� VWRRG� DQG� WKRXJKW� IRU� D� PRPHQW��

WKHQ� VPLOHG� DQG� VDLG�� ��%HFDXVH� ,�QHHG� WR� JR� WR�

WKH�SURYLQFH�HDUO\��,�DJUHH�WR�WDNH�\RXU�FDU��WKDW¶V�

DOO��$V� IRU� EX\LQJ� LW� EDFN�� QR�� HYHQ� LI� \RX� RQO\�

OHDYH� LW� WR� PH� IRU� D� VLOYHU� FRLQ´� >��� S�� ��@�� ,Q�

WKLV� VWDWHPHQW� RI� WKH�'LVWULFW� &KLHI�� ZH� VHH� WZR�

WKLQJV��)LUVW��LW�VKRZV�WKH�GHPHDQRU�RI�D�FLYLOL]HG�

SHUVRQ��7KDW� LV��GRLQJ� WKLQJV�SURSHUO\��QRW�EHLQJ�

DPELJXRXV� OLNH�³/RYH�HDFK�RWKHU�� ORYH� WKH�SDWK��

+DWH� HDFK� RWKHU�� KDWH� WKH� ZKROH� IDPLO\´� ZKLFK�

LV�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�SHRSOH��

7KH� 'LVWULFW� &KLHI� KDWHG� 1JKL� +DF� YHU\� PXFK��

but�he�did�not�refuse�his�o൵er�to�ride�in�the�same�
FDU�ZLWK�KLP��6HFRQG�� WKH�'LVWULFW� &KLHI� VDLG� KH�

ZRXOG�QRW�EX\�1JKL�+DF¶V�FDU�EDFN�HYHQ�LI�KH�KDG�

D�FRLQ��7KLV�GHFLVLYH�DWWLWXGH�ZDV�YHU\�UDUH�LQ�WKH�

FRQWH[W�RI�PRQH\�GRPLQDWLQJ�VRFLHW\�DW�WKDW�WLPH��

Nowadays,� we� also� see� many� o൶cials� “buying�
DQG�VHOOLQJ´�ZLWK�WKHLU�VXERUGLQDWHV��EXW�LQ�UHDOLW\��

LW� LV� JLYLQJ� DQG� UHFHLYLQJ� EULEHV��7KHUHIRUH�� WKDW�

refusal� shows� the�District�Chief’s�¿rm� character�
RI� ³SRYHUW\� FDQQRW� EH�FKDQJHG´��/RRNLQJ� DW� WKH�

current� culture� of� resignation� of� o൶cials,� we�
see� that� the� decisive� attitude� of� an� o൶cial� from�
WKH� HDUO\� ��WK� FHQWXU\� LV� ZRUWK\� RI� RXU� UHVSHFW��

)LUVW�RI�DOO��WKH�GLVWULFW�FKLHI�EROGO\�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�

GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�EHIRUH�KLV�VXSHULRU�� ³7KH�GLVWULFW�

FKLHI�ERZHG�KLV�KHDG�IRU����PLQXWHV��WKHQ�ORRNHG�

XS�DQG�VPLOHG�IDLQWO\�DQG�VDLG����<RXU�([FHOOHQF\��

I� thought�that�if�I�became�an�o൶cial,�I�would�be�
able�to�do�something�bene¿cial�to�the�country�and�
WKH�SHRSOH��1RZ�WKDW�LW� LV�OLNH�WKLV��,�NQRZ�WKDW�,�

ZDV�ZURQJ���´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�� �����,Q� WKH�

FOHDU�PLQG�RI�D�WUXH�LQWHOOHFWXDO��WKH�GLVWULFW�FKLHI�

thought� that� becoming� an� o൶cial� was� to� serve�
WKH� SHRSOH�� WR�PDNH� WKH� FRXQWU\�PRUH� DQG�PRUH�

progressive.� He� eagerly� became� an� o൶cial� to�
UHDOL]H� WKDW�GUHDP��+RZHYHU�� KH�ZDV� FRPSOHWHO\�

GLVDSSRLQWHG�� %HFDXVH� KH� NQHZ� KH� ZDV� ZURQJ��

FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�WKH�JRYHUQRU�WR�H[LOH�

KLP��KH�GHFLVLYHO\�VXEPLWWHG�KLV�UHVLJQDWLRQ��³<RXU�

([FHOOHQF\��WKH�VWDWH�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�WR�WUDQVIHU�PH�

WR�H[LOH�PH�´�(YHQ�LI�,�GRQ¶W�JR�WR�ZRUN��,�ZRQ¶W�

VWDUYH� WR� GHDWK«�7KHQ� SOHDVH� OHW�PH� NQRZ� WKDW�

ULJKW� QRZ�� ULJKW� QRZ�� ,� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� UHWXUQ� WKH�

SRVLWLRQ�RI�GLVWULFW�FKLHI� WR�WKH�6WDWH��7RPRUURZ��

WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�SURSHU�UHVLJQDWLRQ�OHWWHU�IURP�PH´�

�3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������5HVLJQLQJ�KHUH�LV�QRW�

because� I� feel� I� have� not� ful¿lled� my� assigned�
GXWLHV��EXW�EHFDXVH� ,� DP�DZDUH� RI� WKH�PLVHU\� RI�

the� o൶cialdom� with� its� rampant� corruption� and�
EULEHU\� WKDW� KDV� WXUQHG� WKH� JRG� RI� MXVWLFH� LQWR� D�

IDUFH�IRU�WKRVH�ZLWK�D�JRRG�FRQVFLHQFH�WR�VFRUQ��,Q�
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WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�RXU�FRXQWU\�� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�

o൶cials�who�were�willing�to�“hang�up�their�seals�
DQG� UHVLJQ´�� VXFK� DV�&KX�9DQ�$Q��1JX\HQ�7UDL��

1JX\HQ� %LQK� .KLHP�� 1JX\HQ� .KX\HQ«� 7KH\�

KDYH� EHFRPH� H[DPSOHV� RI� LQWHJULW\� WKDW� ZLOO� EH�

UHPHPEHUHG� E\� SRVWHULW\�� ,QWHJULW\� LV� WKH� WKLUG�

SRVLWLYH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�&XF�/DP�'LVWULFW�&KLHI�

,QWHJULW\� FRPELQHG� ZLWK� D� VROLG� NQRZOHGJH�

EDVH� KHOSHG� WKH� 'LVWULFW� &KLHI� PDNH� D� GHFLVLYH�

GHFLVLRQ��WKDQNV�WR�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�UHVSRQG�

WR�WKH�*RYHUQRU¶V�DUURJDQFH�DQG�WKUHDWV��³6LU��,¶P�

QRW�EUDJJLQJ��P\�WHDFKHU�LQ�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�SDUW\��LI�

KH�FRPHV�WR�WDNH�XS�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�JRYHUQRU��WKHQ�

it�won’t�be�too�late�for�me�to�become�an�o൶cial.�
And� if� I� have� to� become� an� o൶cial,� I�won’t� be�
a�district�o൶cial�anymore...�I�promise�you�that�in�
DGYDQFH´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������+HUH��LW¶V�QRW�

DERXW�UHO\LQJ�RQ�SRZHU�WR�EH�DUURJDQW��EXW�OHWWLQJ�

WKH�RSSRQHQW�NQRZ�WKDW�KH�KDV�D�IRRWKROG�WR�ULVH�XS��

QRW�WR�JURYHO�WR�VXUYLYH��$QG�EHIRUH�WKH�*RYHUQRU¶V�

DFFXVDWLRQ�RI�EHLQJ�³VWXEERUQ´��WKH�'LVWULFW�&KLHI�

ZDV� VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�� ³6LU�� LW¶V� QRW� VWXEERUQ��:H�

XQGHUVWDQG�� EHFDXVH� ZH¶YH� EHHQ� GLVWULFW� FKLHIV�

IRU�D�\HDU����2ND\��VLU��LI�\RX�VD\�LW¶V�ZURQJ��WKHQ�

LW¶V� ZURQJ�� ,� GRQ¶W� QHHG� WR� DUJXH�� EHFDXVH� ,¶YH�

already� resigned.� Let� me� open� a� law� o൶ce� and�
D�SUHVV�DJHQF\�LQ�:HVWHUQ�FKDUDFWHUV�� WKHQ�,�ZLOO�

UHVSRQG�WR�\RX�DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�PDQGDULQ�V\VWHP��

<RX��ZKHQ�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�XQHGXFDWHG��WKH\�FDQ�GR�

ZKDWHYHU� WKH\�ZDQW´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������

7KH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�FDQQRW�EH�GHIHDWHG��ZH�

RIWHQ� VHH� WKH� VXEVHUYLHQW� DWWLWXGH� RI� ORZHU�OHYHO�

o൶cials� towards� higher-level� o൶cials� in� feudal�
VRFLHW\�� DQG� HYHQ� LQ� WRGD\¶V� VRFLHW\�� EXW� IRU� WKH�

'LVWULFW�&KLHI�RI�&XF�&KDX��KH�QHYHU� VXEPLWV� WR�

WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�VXSHULRU��7KDW�LV�WKH�DWWLWXGH�RI�D�

ULJKWHRXV�DQG�QREOH�SHUVRQ�WKDW�D�WUXH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�

o൶cial� should� have.�However,� in� the� context� of�
Vietnamese� o൶cials� being� mere� lackeys� of� the�
)UHQFK�FRORQLDOLVWV��SHRSOH�OLNH�&XF�/DP�GLVWULFW�

FKLHI�FRXOG�KDUGO\�NHHS�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQV��7KHUHIRUH��

KLV� UHVLJQDWLRQ� ZDV� LQHYLWDEOH�� 7KDW� ZDV� WKH�

DXWKRU¶V� VRUURZ� KLGGHQ� EHKLQG� WKH� FKDUDFWHU¶V�

seemingly�indi൵erent�tone.

3HUKDSV� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� RI� WKH� 'LVWULFW� &KLHI�

ZLWK�9X�7URQJ� 3KXQJ¶V� LGHDOLVWLF� QDWXUH� GUHDPV�

RI� D� JRRG� PDQGDULQ� V\VWHP� WR� FUHDWH� D� JRRG�

VRFLHW\�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�ZLVKHV��%XW�LQ�DQ\�HUD��LQ�

DQ\�VRFLDO� UHJLPH�� WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�JRRG�SHRSOH�

and� bad� people,� there� are� always� good� o൶cials�
next� to� many� bad� o൶cials.� That� shows� that� Vu�
7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�SHUVSHFWLYH� LV�QRW� ELDVHG�� DOZD\V�

UHVSHFWLQJ�WKH�WUXWK��$QG�WKDQNV�WR�WKDW��LW�FUHDWHV�

WKH�UHDOLVWLF�YDOXH�RI�9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�QRYHOV�

4.2.�French�provincial�o৽cial

%HFDXVH� WKH� )UHQFK� FRORQLDOLVWV� LQYDGHG� RXU�

FRXQWU\�� LPSRVHG�GRPLQDWLRQ�RQ�RXU�SHRSOH��DQG�

SOXQGHUHG�RXU�FRXQWU\¶V�UHVRXUFHV���� LQ�WKH�PLQGV�

RI�PDQ\�9LHWQDPHVH�SHRSOH�DW�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�)UHQFK�

ZHUH�HYLO�DQG�FUXHO��&ULWLFDO�UHDOLVW�OLWHUDWXUH��IRU�

VRPH� UHDVRQ�� UDUHO\�FUHDWHV�)UHQFK�FKDUDFWHUV�� LI�

DQ\��RQO\� LQ�SDVVLQJ�DQG� UDUHO\�SRUWUD\V� WKHP�DV�

typical�images.�Vu�Trong�Phung�was�di൵erent.�He�
not� only� created� images� of� evil� French� o൶cials�
OLNH� WKRVH� LQ� WKH� QRYHO� 6R� 'R�� EXW� DOVR� KHOSHG�

identify� readers�o൶cials�who� always� ful¿ll� their�
GXWLHV�ZHOO�

7KH�DXWKRU¶V�V\PSDWK\�IRU�WKH�)UHQFK�&RQVXO�LV�

VKRZQ�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�KH�GHVFULEHV�WKLV�FKDUDFWHU��

“Tonight,�sitting�at�work,�the�o൶cial’s�feet�were�in�
EODFN�OHDWKHU�VKRHV��KLV�QHFN�ZDV�ZUDSSHG�LQ�D�WKLFN�

o൶cial�scarf,�with�bristling�sheep’s�wool�covering�
KLV� FKLQ�� 7KH� PDQGDULQ¶V� WKUHH�VWUDQGHG� VLOYHU�

EHDUG�DQG�VKLQ\�EDOG�IRUHKHDG�PDGH�KLP�ORRN�YHU\�

PDMHVWLF�DQG�LPSRVLQJ´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������

'LJQLW\�DQG�PDMHVW\�DUH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�DSSHDUDQFH�

of�an�o൶cial.�Because�that�is�the�external�sign�of�a�
UHVROXWH�SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�LQQHU�VWUHQJWK��$�OHLVXUHO\�

DQG� FRPSRVHG� DWWLWXGH� LV� D� VLJQ� RI� VWHDGIDVWQHVV�

DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�VWUHQJWK��7KDW�H[WHUQDO�DSSHDUDQFH�

LV�TXLWH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHUQDO�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�

TXDOLWLHV�� %HIRUH� GHVFULELQJ� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� RI� WKH�

&RQVXO�� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ�� XVLQJ� WKH� QDUUDWRU¶V�

ODQJXDJH��KHOSHG� UHDGHUV�KDYH�D�JHQHUDO�YLHZ�RI�
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WKLV�SHUVRQ��³7KH�PDQGDULQ�LV�DQ�ROG�PDQ��ZKR�KDV�

EHHQ�LQ�WKH�FRORQ\�IRU�RYHU�WKLUW\�\HDUV��ZKR�KDV�

ZRQ�WKH�KHDUWV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�QRW�EHFDXVH�RI�D�IDOVH�

SROLF\��QRW�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�ORXG�DQG�HPSW\�VSHHFKHV��

QRW�EHFDXVH�KH�KDV�XVHG�FURFRGLOH�WHDUV�WR�GHFHLYH�

DQG� GHFHLYH� WKH� LJQRUDQW�SHRSOH�� EXW�EHFDXVH� KH�

LV� D� YHU\� UDUH� JHQWOHPDQO\� SHUVRQ� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG´�

�3KXQJ� 7�� 9�� ����D�� S�� ����� 7KLV� LQIRUPDWLRQ�

VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�PDQGDULQ�ZDV�D�ORQJ�WLPH�UHVLGHQW�

RI� $QQDP�� 7KDW� DVVRFLDWLRQ� KHOSHG� KLP� GHHSO\�

XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�

RI�9LHWQDP��ZKLFK�ZDV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�

KLP�WR�RXWOLQH�KLV�JRYHUQLQJ�SROLF\��+RZHYHU��KLV�

³JRYHUQDQFH´�ZDV�QRW� IRU�KLV�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�JDLQ�

RU�IRU�KLV�FRXQWU\�)UDQFH��EXW�PDLQO\�IRU�WKH�SHDFH�

RI� WKH� SHRSOH��7KDW� ZDV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU� IRU�

KLP� WR�³ZLQ� WKH� KHDUWV�RI� WKH�SHRSOH´�� ³:LQ� WKH�

KHDUWV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH´��WKRVH�WKUHH�ZRUGV�DUH�VLPSOH�

but� it�was� an� extremely� di൶cult� problem� for�an�
o൶cial.� Even� for� Vietnamese� o൶cials,� it� was�
di൶cult� to�win� the� hearts� of� the� people� because�
of�the�o൶cialdom�restricted�transparency,�because�
RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�WKDW�³ZKHQ�RQH�SHUVRQ�EHFRPHV�DQ�

o൶cial,� the� whole� family� bene¿ts”.� The� envoy�
ZDV� D� )UHQFKPDQ� ZKR� FDPH� WR� UXOH� D� FRORQLDO�

QDWLRQ�� EXW� KH� GLG� QRW� IROORZ� WKH� XVXDO� SUDFWLFH�

of�an�o൶cial� from� the�mother�country�“bringing�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ�WR�WKH�EDUEDULDQV´�ZLWK�³IDOVH�SROLFLHV��

ORXG�DQG� HPSW\� VSHHFKHV�� FURFRGLOH� WHDUV´��7KDW�

is� because� he� became� an� o൶cial� with� the� heart�
RI�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�ZKR�ORYHG�WR�UHDG�DQG�ZULWH��,W�

ZDV�WKDW�KXPDQH�SHUVRQ�WKDW�PDGH�KLP�XQDEOH�WR�

OLYH� D� OLH�� HYHQ�ZLWK� SHRSOH� RI� RWKHU� HWKQLFLWLHV��

He� escaped� from� narrow-minded� sel¿shness� to�
EHFRPH�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��VHUYLQJ�KXPDQLW\�

,W�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�SURYLQFH�

WR� KDYH� VXFK� D� JRRG� DQG� EHQHYROHQW� PDQGDULQ��

³7KH�PDQGDULQ¶V�EHQHYROHQFH�KDV�DOPRVW�EHFRPH�

D�SURYHUE�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SDVVHG�GRZQ��,QWHOOHFWXDOV��

HYHQ� VNHSWLFDO� MRXUQDOLVWV�� KDG� WR� DGPLW� WKDW� KH�

ZDV� D� UDUH� SHUVRQ�� KDYLQJ� OLYHG� LQ� WKH� FRORQ\�

IRU�KDOI� KLV� OLIH��EXW� VWLOO�PDLQWDLQLQJ�YHU\�EURDG�

FRQFHSWV� RI� SHUVRQDO� IUHHGRP�� VWLOO� H[SUHVVLQJ�

WKH� UHVSHFWDEOH� VSLULW� RI� WKH� )UHQFK� LQWHOOHFWXDO�

FODVV�� ZLWKRXW� EHLQJ� LQIHFWHG� ZLWK� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�

RI� WKH� FRORQLDOLVWV� ZLWK� EDWRQV´� �3KXQJ� 7�� 9��

����D�� S�� �����$XWKRU�9X�7URQJ� 3KXQJ�� WKURXJK�

WKH� QDUUDWRU�� FRQWLQXHG� WR� SUDLVH� WKH� &RQVXO� LQ�

WHUPV� RI� EHQHYROHQFH�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH� ³SHUVRQDO�

IUHHGRP´�WKDW�KH�KDG�DEVRUEHG�IURP�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�

FRQVFLRXVQHVV� IRUPHG� YHU\� HDUO\� LQ� :HVWHUQ�

FLYLOL]DWLRQ�� 5HVSHFWLQJ� SHUVRQDO� IUHHGRP�� HYHQ�

WKRXJK� KH� ZDV� D� KLJK�UDQNLQJ� PDQGDULQ�� KH�

VWLOO� EHKDYHG� YHU\� IULHQGO\� DQG� DSSURDFKDEOH��

QRW� DUURJDQW� RU� GRPLQHHULQJ�� 9X� 7URQJ� 3KXQJ�

UHFRXQWHG� D� VPDOO� GHWDLO� WKDW� KLJKOLJKWHG� WKH�

IULHQGO\� DQG� JHQWOH�DWWLWXGH� RI� WKH�&RQVXO�� ³2QH�

GD\��WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�GR�DW�WKH�ZLUH�KRXVH��

VR�WKH�&RQVXO�MXVW�ZDONHG�DQG�ZDONHG�OLNH�D�QRUPDO�

:HVWHUQHU�� 3DVVLQJ� D� VWUHHW�� WKHUH� ZDV� D� SULYDWH�

VFKRRO�� D�JURXS�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�SOD\LQJ�VRFFHU��

FDXVLQJ�WKH�EDOO�WR�KLW�WKH�&RQVXO¶V�FKHVW��$�ODUJH�

PXG�VWDLQ�ZDV�LPSULQWHG�RQ�WKH�ODSHO�RI�KLV�VKLUW��

ZKHUH�WKH�%LJ�'LSSHU�PHGDOOLRQ�ZDV��WKH�&RQVXO�

HQWHUHG�WKH�VFKRRO��7KH�SULYDWH�VFKRRO¶V�SULQFLSDO�

ZDV� VFDUHG� SDOH� OLNH� HYHU\RQH� HOVH� ZRXOG� EH�

VFDUHG�LQ�VXFK�D�VLWXDWLRQ��%XW�WKH�&RQVXO�OHLVXUHO\�

took�a�cotton� towel� to�dust�o൵�his� shirt,�washed�
KLV�KDQGV�LQ�D�EDVLQ�RI�ZDWHU��DQG�WKHQ�FDOPO\�WROG�

WKH� SULQFLSDO�� ³<RX� KDYH� WR� WHOO�\RXU� VWXGHQWV� WR�

go� to� the� grass� ¿eld� next� to� the�market� to� play�
VRFFHU��EHFDXVH�SOD\LQJ�VSRUWV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�

street� like�that�will�cause�tra൶c�accidents.”�Then�
WKH�FRQVXO�OHIW��KLV�IDFH�VWLOO�JHQWOH��DV�LI�QRWKLQJ�

KDG�KDSSHQHG´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������$�VPDOO�

GHWDLO��EXW� VKRZV�WKH�³JUHDWQHVV´�LQ�KLV�EHKDYLRU�

FRPLQJ�IURP�KLV�PRGHVW\�DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�EHQHYROHQW�

WROHUDQFH�

The�most�di൶cult�thing�about�being�an�o൶cial�
LV� WR�PDLQWDLQ� WKH� EDODQFH� RI� MXVWLFH��7KH� HQYR\�

QRW� RQO\� KDG� YHU\� IULHQGO\� DFWLRQV� DQG� JHVWXUHV�

WRZDUGV� FKLOGUHQ�� KH� ZDV� DOVR� VRPHRQH� ZKR�

DOZD\V�GHIHQGHG�WKH�SRRU�LQ�VRFLHW\��7KLV�LV�KRZ�

KH�WUHDWHG�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZDV�FDWFKLQJ�FUDEV�DQG�

snails:� “Another� time,� the� o൶cial’s� car� had� just�
UHWXUQHG� IURP� WKH�FDSLWDO�� WKH�GULYHU�ZDV�GULYLQJ�
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DURXQG�WR�HQWHU�WKH�HPEDVV\�\DUG��ZKHQ�D�FRXQWU\�

ZRPDQ�KROGLQJ�D�SHWLWLRQ�FDPH�DQG�NQHOW�ULJKW�LQ�

IURQW�RI�WKH�FDU��7KH�VROGLHUV�LQ�JUHHQ�FORWKHV�ZHUH�

DERXW� WR� UDLVH� WKHLU� UDWWDQ� FDQHV�� EXW� WKH� HQYR\�

VLJQDOHG� WR� VWRS� DQG� DVNHG���� ³,V� \RXU� SHWLWLRQ�

clear?”� The� woman� complained� for� a� while,�
WKHQ� WKH� HQYR\� VDLG�� ³2ND\�� MXVW� JR� EDFN� DQG� ,�

ZLOO� MXGJH´� �3KXQJ�7��9������D�� S�� ����� -XVW� WKH�

DFW�RI�VWRSSLQJ�WKH�VROGLHUV�LQ�JUHHQ�FORWKHV�IURP�

EHDWLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZRPDQ�ZKR�GDUHG�WR�EORFN�WKH�

o൶cial’s�car�showed�that�the�o൶cial�was�someone�
ZKR�GLG� QRW� VHH� KLPVHOI�DV�D� VXSHULRU� WR� KDYH�D�

VSLULW�RI�HTXDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH��7KDW�PDNHV�WKH�

PDQGDULQ¶V� VWDWXUH� DSSHDU� KLJKHU� LQ� WKH� H\HV� RI�

HYHU\RQH�� ,W� LV� FRPPRQ� SUDFWLFH� WKDW� ZKHQ� \RX�

DSSHDU�WDOO� LQ�IURQW�RI�RWKHUV��RWKHUV�ZLOO�VHH�\RX�

DV�VPDOO��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��WKH�PRUH�KXPEOH�\RX�DUH��

WKH�PRUH�SHRSOH�ZLOO�VHH�\RX�DV�JUHDW��9LHWQDPHVH�

people� have� a� saying� “big� ¿sh� swallow� small�
¿sh”,� often� the� weak� and� the� weak� are� always�
EXOOLHG� E\� WKH� ELJ� JX\V�� 7KH� IHXGDO� V\VWHP� LQ�

9LHWQDP� LV� WKH� IDFWRU� WKDW� FUHDWHV� WKLV�EDG�KDELW��

7KH�)UHQFK�DPEDVVDGRU�ZDV�QRW�OLNH�WKDW��KH�ZDV�

ZLOOLQJ�WR�VWDQG�XS�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZDV�

FDWFKLQJ� FUDEV� DQG� VQDLOV� IURP� WKH� EXOO\LQJ� RI�

WKH�YLOODJH�HOGHUV��³7KH�UHDVRQ�ZDV�WKDW�D�ZRPDQ�

ZHQW�WR�FDWFK�FUDEV�DQG�VQDLOV��DQG�ZDV�SXQLVKHG�

E\�WKH�YLOODJH�EHFDXVH�VKH�ZDV�SUHJQDQW�EHIRUH�KHU�

KXVEDQG¶V� IXQHUDO��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�SHWLWLRQ�� VKH�

ZDV�WRUWXUHG�E\�D�JURXS�RI�YLOODJH�HOGHUV�ZKR�XVHG�

EDG� FXVWRPV� WR� WRUWXUH� KHU�� EXW� LQ� IDFW�� VKH� KDG�

¿nished�mourning�a�few�months�before�she�became�
SUHJQDQW´� �3KXQJ�7��9�� ����D�� S�� ����� &DUHIXOO\�

FRQVLGHULQJ� WR�PDNH� WKH� ULJKW�GHFLVLRQV� WR�DYRLG�

LQMXVWLFH�LV�WKH�GXW\�RI�WKRVH�KROGLQJ�WKH�VFDOHV�RI�

MXVWLFH��7KDQNV�WR�WKDW��WKH�PDQGDULQ�ZURWH�D�OHWWHU�

LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKDW�FUDE�KXQWLQJ�ZRPDQ��³0DGDP��

,�KDYH�FRQVLGHUHG�\RXU�SHWLWLRQ��,I�\RX�DUH�VWLOO�LQ�

PRXUQLQJ� IRU� KLP�� WKHQ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� *LD� /RQJ�

ODZ��EHLQJ�SUHJQDQW�OLNH� WKDW�LV�D�PLVWDNH��%XW� LI�

you�have�¿nished�mourning,�no�one�is�allowed�to�
punish�you.�If�you�can�¿nd�enough�evidence�that�
you�have�¿nished�mourning,�then�go�to�court�and�

SUHVHQW� LW�� ,� ZLOO� SXQLVK� WKRVH� ZKR� DUH� FRUUXSW´�

�3KXQJ�7��9������D�� S�� �����6WULFW� VXSHULRUV�ZLOO�

EH�DEOH�WR�FRQWURO�FRUUXSW�VXERUGLQDWHV��2I�FRXUVH��

WR�FRQWURO�VXERUGLQDWHV��VXSHULRUV�PXVW�QRW�DFFHSW�

EULEHV��EHFDXVH�³LI�WKH�VXSHULRUV�DUH�QRW�ULJKWHRXV��

WKH�VXERUGLQDWHV�ZLOO�EH�LQ�FKDRV´��7KH�SURYLQFLDO�

JRYHUQRU�ZDV�YHU\�KRQHVW�DQG�IDLU��VR�WKH�JRYHUQRU��

WKH�GLVWULFW�FKLHI��DQG�WKH�GLVWULFW�FKLHI�³IURZQHG�´�

DQG� WKH� YLOODJH� HOGHUV� ZHUH� ³VFDUHG� WR� GHDWK´��

³$� OHWWHU�IURP�D�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQRU�ZLWK�VXFK�D�

SROLWH� WRQH� WRZDUG� D� FUDE�KXQWLQJ� ZRPDQ� PDGH�

WKH� JRYHUQRU�� WKH� GLVWULFW� FKLHI�� DQG� WKH� GLVWULFW�

FKLHI�IURZQ��7KHQ�WKH�YLOODJH�HOGHUV�ZHUH�VFDUHG�WR�

GHDWK�DQG�KDG�WR�SD\�WKH�SHQDOW\��7KHVH�WZR�VWRULHV�

DUH�HQRXJK�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQRU��

1JKL�+DFK��DW� WKDW�WLPH��ZDV�VXFK�DQ�HDV\�JRLQJ�

SHUVRQ´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������&RPSDUHG�WR�

WKH�VKRXWLQJ�WRQH�RI�1JKL�4XH�DQG�1JKL�/DL�ZLWK�

0V� 'DX� DQG�0U� 3KD�� ZH� DSSUHFLDWH� WKH� ³SROLWH�

WRQH´�RI�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQRU�HYHQ�PRUH��7KLV�

was�de¿nitely�a�mandarin�who�was�well-trained�in�
FLYLOL]HG�)UDQFH��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�KH�ZDV�QRW�LQIHFWHG�

ZLWK�WKH�³FRORQLDOLVW�EDWRQ�KDELW´�RI�WKH�JRYHUQLQJ�

UHDOLW\� LQ� FRORQLDO� FRXQWULHV�� +XPEOH�� PRGHVW��

DQG� GHIHQGLQJ� WKH� FRPPRQ� SHRSOH�� KH�ZDV� DOVR�

resolute�and�strict� in�punishing� the�o൶cials�who�
RSSUHVVHG� WKH� SHRSOH�� 7KDQNV� WR� WKDW�� KH� ZDV�

DOZD\V�ORYHG�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�

$QRWKHU� ZD\� RI� EHKDYLQJ� VKRZV� WKDW� WKH�

PDQGDULQ�LV�QRW�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZRUNV�PHFKDQLFDOO\��

GRHV� QRW� ZDLW� IRU� SHRSOH� WR� VKRZ� VLJQV� RI�

weakness�to�punish�them�for�pro¿t,�but�he�always�
has� a�Àexible�way� of� behaving,�bene¿cial� to� the�
SHRSOH��³,�NQRZ��,�NQRZ����<RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�

DUUHVWHG�LPPHGLDWHO\��%XW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�DOVR�

ZLOOLQJ�WR�IRUJLYH�WKRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�DGPLW�

WKHLU� PLVWDNHV� DQG� UHSHQW�� 6R� QRZ� ,� ZLOO� VLJQ� D�

WHPSRUDU\�UHOHDVH�IRU�\RX��)URP�WRGD\��\RX�PXVW�

H[SHO�DQ�H[WUD�VWXGHQW��DQG�WKHQ�SUHSDUH�WR�DSSHDU�

LQ�FRXUW�WRPRUURZ��7KDW�LV�HQRXJK�RI�D�SULYLOHJH��

,I� ,�ZHUH� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�� ,�ZRXOG�QRW�SURVHFXWH�

\RX�� %XW� ,� DP� RQO\� D� SHUVRQ� ZKR� HQIRUFHV� WKH�

ODZ�� DQG� FDQQRW� DUELWUDULO\� JR� DJDLQVW� WKH� ZKROH�
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UHJLPH´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������,I�FRPSDUHG�

WR�1JX\HQ�&RQJ�+RDQ¶V�1JKL�/DL�ZKR�LQFLWHG�3KD�

to�sue�to�take�over�eight�¿elds,�pushing�him�into�a�
VLWXDWLRQ�RI�IDPLO\�UXLQ��WKHQ�WKH�PDQGDULQ¶V�ZD\�

RI� KDQGOLQJ� WKLQJV� LV� WUXO\� DGPLUDEOH��8QGHU� WKH�

SHQ�RI�9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�� WKH�PDQGDULQ�DSSHDUV�LQ�

a�comprehensive�way.� If�Vietnamese�o൶cials,� in�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�ZRUN�WLPH��VSHQG�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�SDUW\LQJ��

KDYLQJ� IXQ�� DQG� GULQNLQJ�� WKHQ� WKH� PDQGDULQ��

³,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� KRXUV� RI� EHLQJ� EXV\� ZLWK�

JRYHUQLQJ�� WKH� PDQGDULQ� RIWHQ� UHDGV� ERRNV� DQG�

ZULWHV��%HFDXVH�KH�LV�YHU\�JRRG�DW�&KLQHVH��KH�KDV�

SXEOLVKHG�D�UHVHDUFK�ERRN�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�WURRSV�E\�

7UDQ�+XQJ�'DR��7KHUHIRUH�� WKH�PDQGDULQ� VSHDNV�

Annamese�Àuently�and�is�easy�to�listen�to”�(Phung�
7��9�� ����D�� S�� �����5HDGLQJ� ERRNV� DQG� ZULWLQJ�

DUH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�OLWHUDWL��$OWKRXJK�KH�LV�EXV\�ZLWK�

D� WKRXVDQG� WKLQJV� DV� D� SURYLQFLDO� PDQGDULQ�� KH�

VWLOO� VSHQGV� WLPH� UHDGLQJ� ERRNV�� (YHQ� PRUH�� KH�

FRPSRVHV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHV�WR�SXEOLVK�ERRNV��,W�FDQ�

EH�VDLG�WKDW�WKLV�GHWDLO�KDV�KHOSHG�UHDGHUV�YLVXDOL]H�

DQ� LGHDO�PDQGDULQ��%\�EXLOGLQJ�D�JRRG�FKDUDFWHU�

RI�WKH�PDQGDULQ��9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�KDV�GHWHUPLQHG�

KLV�RZQ�SRVLWLRQ��QRW�PL[HG�ZLWK�WKH�FULWLFDO�UHDOLVW�

ZULWHUV�RI� WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��+LV�SHUVSHFWLYH� WUXO\�

UHSUHVHQWV� SURJUHVV� LQ� WHUPV� RI� LGHRORJ\�� 1RW�

IDOOLQJ�LQWR�QDUURZ�QDWLRQDOLVW�LGHRORJ\��QRW�EHLQJ�

inÀuenced�by�prejudice,�not�being�rigid�in�the�issue�
of�humanism,�Vu�Trong�Phung� is� the�¿rst�writer�
WR� VXFFHVVIXOO\� SRUWUD\� D� SHUVRQ� UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

WKH� IRUHLJQ� LQYDGHUV�EXW�QRW� DV�HYLO� DQG�FUXHO� DV�

ZH�RIWHQ� VHH� LQ� WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�RI� WKH� VDPH�SHULRG�

DQG� ODWHU�� +RZHYHU�� WKH� )UHQFK� LPSRVHG� WKHLU�

GRPLQDWLRQ�RQ�RXU�SHRSOH� IRU�KXQGUHGV�RI�\HDUV��

Many� greedy� and� cruel� French� o൶cials� were�
GHHSO\�LQJUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�VXEFRQVFLRXV��

VR�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�FRQVXO�VWLOO�FRXOG�QRW�

RYHUFRPH�WKH�KDWUHG�IRU�WKH�LQYDGHUV�

4.3�Character�Tu�Anh

7X�$QK�KDV�D�UDWKHU�FRPSOLFDWHG�EDFNJURXQG��

OLYLQJ�LQ�1JKL�+DFK¶V�IDPLO\��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�IROORZ�

KLV�IDWKHU¶V�EXVLQHVV�EXW�EHFDPH�D�WHDFKHU��KROGLQJ�

WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�³GLUHFWRU�RI�'DL�9LHW� VFKRRO´��7X�

$QK�LV�WKH�RQO\�EULJKW�VSRW�LQ�1JKL�+DFK¶V�³GDUN´�

IDPLO\�

/LNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�FKDUDFWHUV��9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�

SDLG�OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�

WKH�FKDUDFWHU�7X�$QK��KH�RQO\�XVHG�D�IHZ�VNHWFKHV��

³+H� ZDV� D� VPDOO�� IDLU�VNLQQHG�� YHU\� KDQGVRPH�

PDQ´� �3KXQJ�7��9�� ����D�� S�� ����� ³7KH� VFKRODU�

UDQ� RXW� DQG� VDZ� D� \RXQJ� PDQ�� ZKRVH� IDFH� DQG�

GHPHDQRU�DSSHDUHG� WR�EH�YHU\�SROLWH��EXW� KH�GLG�

QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ��KH�MXVW�VWRRG�

WKHUH� ORRNLQJ�� VWXWWHULQJ��ZDQWLQJ� WR� DVN� EXW� KLV�

WRQJXH�ZDV�WLHG´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������7KH�

DXWKRU� RQO\� GHVFULEHG� ³KLV� IDFH� DQG� GHPHDQRU�

DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�YHU\�SROLWH´��EXW�WKH�UHDGHU�DOUHDG\�

KDG�D�JRRG�SLFWXUH�RI�WKLV�FKDUDFWHU�

7X�$QK�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�1JKL�+DFK¶V�IDPLO\��,I�

1JKL�+DFK�LV�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�HYLO��WKHQ�7X�$QK�

LV� WKH�³ZLWFK´�ZKR� UHVWUDLQV� WKH� UDPSDJH�RI�WKDW�

evil.�As�a�person�working�in�the�¿eld�of�education,�
7X�$QK� KDV� DOZD\V� EHHQ� D� WKRXJKWIXO��SURIRXQG�

\RXQJ�PDQ�ZKR�UHVSHFWV�UHDVRQ��:KHQ�KH�OHDUQHG�

DERXW� 1JKL� +DFK� UDSLQJ� 7KL� 0LFK�� 7X� $QK�

LPPHGLDWHO\�ZHQW�WR� VHH�KLP� WR�VFROG�KLP��³1R��

VLU��3HRSOH�KDYH�WROG�WKH�WUXWK��%HFDXVH�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�

WR� WKH� MRXUQDOLVW¶V� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�� WKHUH� LV�DOVR�P\�

LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��\RXU�VRQ��$IWHU�WKDW�QRQVHQVH��\RX�

DOVR� VHQW� WKH� SURVWLWXWH� /DQ� EDFN�� LQWHQGLQJ� WR�

EULEH� WKH� GLVWULFW� FKLHI�� EXW� \RX� IDLOHG�� 'R� \RX�

know�that�many�people�hate�you?�If�you�want�to�
GLVRZQ�PH��WKHQ�SOHDVH�GLVRZQ�PH��EXW�OHW�PH�VD\�

D�IHZ�ZRUGV��,�FDQ¶W�KROG�LW� LQ�DQ\PRUH´��3KXQJ�

7��9������D��S�������%HIRUH�FRQGHPQLQJ�KLV�IDWKHU��

7X�$QK�KDG�FRQGXFWHG�KHU�RZQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��7KDW�

FDXWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�KLP�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�PDNH�

KLV�IDWKHU�XQDEOH�WR�GHQ\��%RWK�UDSLQJ�DQG�EULELQJ�

WKH�GLVWULFW�PDJLVWUDWH�RI�WKH�ROG�PDQ�1JKL�PDGH�

7X�$QK�³XQDEOH�WR�EHDU�LW´��7KH�9LHWQDPHVH�KDYH�D�

VD\LQJ�³EURWKHUV�DUH�OLNH�DUPV�DQG�OHJV��ZKHQ�WRUQ��

WKH\�FRYHU�XS��ZKHQ�EDG��WKH\�KHOS�HDFK�RWKHU´��VR�

WKHUH�LV�RIWHQ�D�WHQGHQF\�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�

WR�FRYHU�XS�DQG�FRYHU�XS�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�EDG�KDELWV�
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LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RXWVLGHUV��1RW�IROORZLQJ�

WKDW�FXVWRP��7X�$QK�GLG�QRW��EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�IDWKHU�

VRQ�UHODWLRQVKLS��DW�WKLV�WLPH��QHLWKHU�7X�$QK�QRU�

1JKL�+DFK�NQHZ�WKH�WUXWK�DERXW�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ���

FRQGRQH�KLV�YLOH�IDWKHU��7KDW�VKRZV�WKDW�KH�LV�ERWK�

DQ�XSULJKW�SHUVRQ�DQG�KDV�WKH�SURJUHVVLYH�WKLQNLQJ�

RI�DQ�HGXFDWHG�\RXQJ�PDQ�

3URJUHVV� LV� WKDW�� DOWKRXJK� KH� LV� LQGHEWHG�

WR� KLV� IDWKHU�� KH� GRHV� QRW� WKHUHIRUH� EHFRPH� DQ�

DFFRPSOLFH�WR�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�FULPHV��+H�IUDQNO\�VD\V��

³6LU��\RX�DUH�P\�IDWKHU��,�DOZD\V�UHPHPEHU�WKDW��,�

RZH�\RX�D�ORW��EXW�\RX�KDYH�GRQH�PDQ\�GHVSLFDEOH�

WKLQJV��<RX�JDYH�ELUWK�WR�PH��VR�\RX�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�

WR� OHW�PH� OLYH� RU� OHW�PH� GLH���� 6LU�� SOHDVH� OHW� PH�

GLH�� 3OHDVH� NLOO�PH´� �3KXQJ�7��9�� ����D�� S�� �����

7KH�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�HPRWLRQ�DQG�UHDVRQ��

EHWZHHQ�JUDWLWXGH�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�MXVWLFH�PDNHV�7X�

$QK�UHDFW�YHU\�VWURQJO\�WR�1JKL�+DF��³6LU��SOHDVH�

OHW�PH�GLH��3OHDVH�NLOO�PH´��7KH�IDWKHU�KDV�VPHDUHG�

ashes�and�cha൵�on�his�son,�so�the�son�is�so�ashamed�
WKDW�KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GLH��2I�FRXUVH��WKDW� LV�MXVW� D�

VWURQJ�UHDFWLRQ�LQ�7X�$QK¶V�DQJHU��EXW�LW�VKRZV�WKH�

JRRG�FRQVFLHQFH�RI�WKLV�FKDUDFWHU��2I�FRXUVH��WKDW�

ZDV� MXVW�7X�$QK¶V� VWURQJ� UHDFWLRQ� LQ� DQJHU�� EXW�

LW� VKRZHG� WKH� FOHDU�FRQVFLHQFH� RI� WKLV� FKDUDFWHU��

Vietnamese�culture�highly�values���the�word�“¿lial�
SLHW\´��FOHDUO\�RSSRVLQJ�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�JDYH�ELUWK�

WR�KHU��7X�$QK�ZDV�QRW�ZLWKRXW�LQQHU�WXUPRLO��%XW�

ZLWK�KHU�KRQHVW�QDWXUH��7X�$QK�VWRRG�RQ�WKH�VLGH�

RI�MXVWLFH�

1RW�RQO\�FRQGHPQLQJ�KLV�IDWKHU��7X�$QK�WRRN�

DFWLRQ� WR� UHVROYH� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� E\� IRUFLQJ�

1JKL�+DFK� WR�PDUU\�0LVV�0LFK�DV� D�FRQFXELQH��

He� told� Long:� “Why�did� I� object?� It� was�me,� I�
IRUFHG�P\�IDWKHU�WR�DFW�OLNH�WKDW��WR�PDNH�XS�IRU�KLV�

UHFNOHVVQHVV�� LW�ZDV�QRW�ZKDW�P\�IDWKHU�ZDQWHG�´�

�3KXQJ�7��9�� ����D�� S�� �����7X�$QK� ³SXQLVKHG´�

KLV�IDWKHU�WKRURXJKO\�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�IRUFH�

KLP� WR� FRUUHFW� KLV� UHFNOHVVQHVV��$QG� IXUWKHU�� KH�

NQHZ�YHU\�ZHOO�WKDW�1JKL�+DFK�ZRXOG�XVH�PRQH\�

WR� EHQG� WKH� VFDOHV� RI� MXVWLFH�� &RXQWU\� IRON� OLNH�

0U��8DQ�FRXOG�KDUGO\�ZLQ�DJDLQVW�D�ULFK�PDQ�OLNH�

KLV� IDWKHU�� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� MXVWLFH� LQ�

WRGD\¶V�VRFLHW\�OLNH�D�FORZQ��+LV�DWWLWXGH�ZDV�YHU\�

GHFLVLYH� DQG� FOHDU��:KHQ� KHDULQJ� /RQJ� VD\� WKDW�

0U��1JKL�GLG�QRW�QHHG�WR�PDUU\�0LVV�0LFK��KH�RQO\�

QHHGHG�WR�SD\�WKH�PRQH\��7X�$QK�VWHUQO\�UHSOLHG��

³7HDFKHU��GRQ¶W� WDON�QRQVHQVH��7KH�YLUJLQLW\�RI�D�

JLUO��HYHQ�D�VWXSLG�FRXQWU\�JLUO��LV�VWLOO�YHU\�SUHFLRXV��

,I� WKH�ROG�PDQ�KDG�EURNHQ�KHU�YLUJLQLW\��KH�PXVW�

KDYH�PDUULHG�KHU��$QG�PDUULHG�KHU�SURSHUO\��QRW�

ERXJKW�KHU�WR�EH�D�VHUYDQW�OLNH�RWKHUV���´��3KXQJ�

7��9������D��S�������7KH�9LHWQDPHVH�SHRSOH�KLJKO\�

YDOXH�YLUJLQLW\��YLUJLQLW\�LV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�

IRU� JLUOV�� VR�1JKL�+DFK� ³EUHDNLQJ´�0LVV�0LFK¶V�

YLUJLQLW\�ZDV�D�WHUULEOH�FULPH��0LVV�0LFK��ZKR�KDG�

ORVW�KHU�YLUJLQLW\��ZRXOG�KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�JHWWLQJ�

PDUULHG��DQG�LI�VKH�GLG�JHW�PDUULHG��VKH�ZRXOG�EH�

ORRNHG�GRZQ�XSRQ�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�

WKDW��7X�$QK�KDG�WR�VWHS�LQ�WR�VDYH�KHU�E\�IRUFLQJ�

KHU�IDWKHU�WR�PDUU\�KHU��DQG�PDUU\�KHU�SURSHUO\��QRW�

ERXJKW�KHU�WR�EH�D�VHUYDQW�OLNH�RWKHUV��$OWKRXJK�KH�

EHORQJHG�WR�WKH�XSSHU�FODVV��KH�GLG�QRW�ORRN�GRZQ�

RQ� WKH� FRXQWU\� SHRSOH�� EXW� PRUH� WKDQ� WKDW�� KH�

UHVSHFWHG�WKHP�YHU\�PXFK��,W�SURYHG�WKDW�7X�$QK�

ZDV�D�:HVWHUQ�HGXFDWHG�ER\�EXW�VWLOO�UHVSHFWHG�WKH�

FXOWXUH�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�PRUDOLW\�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ��+H�

DOVR� DOZD\V� KDG� D� VSLULW� RI� HTXDOLW\�� FKDULW\� DQG�

SURJUHVV�LQ�WKH�XQMXVW�VRFLHW\�RI�WKDW�WLPH�

7R�FDUU\�RXW�MXVWLFH��7X�$QK�ZHQW�DOO� WKH�ZD\�

WR�4X\QK�7KRQ�YLOODJH�WR�PHHW�WKH�VFKRODU�8DQ�WR�

³VHWWOH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV´��(YHQ�WKRXJK�KH�ZDV�LQ�

D�SRRU�FRXQWU\VLGH��DW� WKH�KRXVH�RI�D�FRPPRQHU��

7X�$QK�VWLOO�KDG�D�YHU\�KXPEOH�DQG�SROLWH�DWWLWXGH��

³��*UHHWLQJV��VLU��3OHDVH�IRUJLYH�PH��DUH�\RX�UHDOO\�

the� scholar� Uan?”-� Sir,� please� don’t� be� afraid.�
I� am�not� a�government�o൶cial,�not�a� spy�of� the�
JRYHUQRU��QRU�D�VS\�RI�WKH�GLVWULFW�PDJLVWUDWH��KHUH�

WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�\RX�RU� WKLV�YLOODJH����3OHDVH� OHW�PH�

LQWR�\RXU�KRXVH´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������7X�

$QK� NQHZ� WKDW� WKH�PHQWDOLW\� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\VLGH�

SHRSOH� ZDV� WKDW� ZKHQ� VRPHRQH� GUHVVHG� D� OLWWOH�

PRUH� OX[XULRXVO\�� WKH\� ZRXOG� VKRZ� IHDU�� VR� KH�

UHDVVXUHG�WKH�ROG�PDQ�VR�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�FDOP�GRZQ��

:KHQ� WKH�ROG�PDQ�FDOPHG� GRZQ��7X�$QK�VSRNH�
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VORZO\��³<HV��,�DP�WKDW�PDQ¶V�VRQ��%XW�,�DP�QRW�OLNH�

WKDW�PDQ��,�GR�QRW�GHIHQG�WKDW�PDQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�

LV�P\�IDWKHU��7KH�REYLRXV�HYLGHQFH�LV�WKDW�,�FDPH�

DOO� WKH� ZD\� KHUH� WR�PDNH� DPHQGV� IRU� D� PLVWDNH�

P\�IDWKHU�PDGH��0\�IDWKHU�KDUPHG�\RX�DQG�\RXU�

FKLOGUHQ�� ERWK� SK\VLFDOO\� DQG� PHQWDOO\�� ,� GRQ¶W�

want�to�repeat�your�su൵ering,�which�hurts�you�and�
PH´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������7X�$QK¶V�ZRUGV�

ZHUH� IXOO� RI� JRRGZLOO�� KH� DQDO\]HG� WKH� SURV� DQG�

FRQV�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKH�YLFWLP¶V�IDWKHU��7KDW�VKRZHG�

KLV�VLQFHULW\�LQ�FRPSHQVDWLQJ�WKH�VFKRODU�DQG�KLV�

FKLOGUHQ��$�KLJK�VHQVH�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�FRPELQHG�

ZLWK�WDFW�LQ�GHDOLQJV�KHOSHG�7X�$QK�EULQJ�MXVWLFH�

WR�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�SRZHUOHVV�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�EHLQJ�D�JRRG�FLWL]HQ��7X�$QK�LV�

DOVR�D�JRRG�EURWKHU� LQ� WKH�IDPLO\��7R�KLV� VSRLOHG�

\RXQJHU�EURWKHU�9DQ��ZKR�VSHQGV�DOO�GD\�WDONLQJ�

DERXW�RSLXP��7X�$QK�VLQFHUHO\�DGYLVHG��³2ND\��LI�

\RX�VXVSHFW�PH�� WKHQ�IURP�QRZ�RQ�GRQ¶W�VXVSHFW�

PH� DQ\PRUH�� DQG� LI� \RX� GRQ¶W� VXVSHFW�PH�� WKHQ�

GRQ¶W��<RX�VKRXOG�DOVR�UHIRUP��VWRS�KDQJLQJ�DURXQG�

OLNH� WKDW�� VWRS� JRLQJ� IURP�RQH� VKRS� WR� DQRWKHU´�

�3KXQJ�7��9������D��S�������6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKDW�

7X�$QK�MXVW�ZDQWV�9DQ�WRF�PDL�WR�VWRS�VODQGHULQJ�

1JKL�+DF��VWRS�SURYLGLQJ�XQIDYRUDEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

DERXW�KHU�IDWKHU�WR�UHSRUWHUV��VR�VKH�VKRZV�FRQFHUQ�

DQG�ZRUU\�IRU�KHU�EURWKHU�EXW�LQ�IDFW�GRHV�QRW�ORYH�

KLP��+RZHYHU��D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�KLV�

EHVW� WR�EULQJ�MXVWLFH�WR�VWUDQJHUV��KRZ�FDQ�KH�QRW�

care�about�his�relatives?�Dialectically,�if�he�cannot�
³PDQDJH� KLV� IDPLO\´�� KH� FDQQRW� ³JRYHUQ� WKH�

FRXQWU\´��LI�KH�GRHV�QRW�ORYH�KLV�IDPLO\��KH�FDQQRW�

ORYH�RXWVLGHUV�

7X�$QK�LV�DOVR�YHU\�FRPSOHWH�LQ�KLV�IULHQGVKLSV��

(YHQ�WKRXJK�KH�LV�WKH�ERVV��KH�WUHDWV�KLV�HPSOR\HH�

/RQJ� ZLWK� XWPRVW� UHVSHFW� DQG� KDUPRQ\�� /RQJ�

LV�0LFK¶V� ORYHU��0LFK�ZDV� UDSHG�E\�1JKL�+DFK��

/RQJ�ZDV�YHU\�KXUW��+H�ZDV�HYHQ�PRUH�KXUW�ZKHQ�

KH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�1JKL�+DF�ZRXOG�PDUU\�0LFK�XQGHU�

7X�$QK¶V�DUUDQJHPHQW�� VR�KH�ZDV� GHSUHVVHG� DQG�

ZHQW� WR� WKH� RSLXP� VKRS�� 7X�$QK� ZHQW� WKHUH� WR�

con¿de�in�Long:�“I�know�very�well,�I�know�very�

ZHOO��0U��/RQJ��,I�QRW��ZK\�ZRXOG�,�JR�DOO�WKH�ZD\�

to�¿nd� you� in� a� place�where� if� I�went,� it�would�
harm�my�honor� like� this?� I�dare� to�boast� that� in�
WKLV�ZRUOG�� ,� XQGHUVWDQG� \RX� EHWWHU� WKDQ� DQ\RQH�

HOVH��DQG�\RX�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�SURXG�WKDW�,�DP�\RXU�

EHVW�IULHQG�LQ�OLIH��LI�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�

EH�SURXG�RI´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������)RU�KHU�

IULHQG��7X�$QK�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ� WR�JR� WR�D�SODFH� WKDW�

ZDV�YHU\�³KDUPIXO�WR�WKH�KRQRU´�RI�GHFHQW�SHRSOH��

7X�$QK� SXWV� IULHQGVKLS�DERYH� KRQRU� EHFDXVH� KH�

WKLQNV� WKDW� KRQRU� LV�QRW� HQRXJK� WR� VDYH� D� IULHQG�

ZKR�LV�IDOOLQJ�LQWR�GHVSDLU��+H�XVHV�DOO�KLV�VLQFHULW\�

DQG� NLQG�ZRUGV� WR� DGYLVH� KLV� IULHQG��+LV� DGYLFH�

IROORZV�WKH�ORJLF�RI�SV\FKRORJ\��)LUVW��KH�SUDLVHV�

Long:�“I�don’t�mean�to�Àatter�you,�I�have�always�
ORYHG�\RX�YHU\�PXFK��,�VHH�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�\RX�DUH�

SRRU�� \RX� DUH� DPELWLRXV�� VHOI�UHVSHFWLQJ�� KDYH� D�

SHUVRQDOLW\�RI�WKH�XSSHU�FODVV��DQG�KDYH�WKRXJKWV��

VR�LQ�P\�KHDUW�,�VWLOO�ZDQW�WKDW�IURP�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�

DQ�HPSOR\HU�DQG�DQ�HPSOR\HH��)URP�WKH�SODFH�RI�

QHHGLQJ�WR�XVH�HDFK�RWKHU�WR�GR�ZRUOGO\�WKLQJV��,�

ZDQW�XV�WR�EHFRPH�FORVHU��MXVW�WR�GR�ZRUOGO\�WKLQJV��

,I�,�DP�VWLOO�OLNH�WKDW��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��EDG�WKLQJV�ZLOO�

KDSSHQ���´��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������$URXVLQJ�D�

con¿dent�and�close-knit�mentality,�Tu�Anh�brings�
RXW�WKH�³ODZ�RI�OLIH´�WR�FRPIRUW�KLP��³:K\�VKRXOG�

I� be� angry� with� myself� and� resent� life?� Life� is�
OLNH�WKDW��WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQV��

making�us�happy�turn�into�su൵ering,�or�su൵ering�
makes�us�su൵er�even�more�than�before...�Everyone�
su൵ers�from�the�same�fate,�not�just�me,�so�I�want�
to�advise�you� to�be� brave�and�¿ght�against� life”�
�3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������7X�$QK�FRPHV�KHUH�

DV�D�SKLORVRSKHU�XVLQJ�TXLWH�VKDUS�UHDVRQLQJ�DQG�

VROLG�DUJXPHQWV�WR�FRQYLQFH�KLV�IULHQG��+LV�ZRUGV�

RI� DGYLFH� DUH� IXOO� RI� LQWHOOLJHQFH�� JRRG� WKLQNLQJ�

DELOLW\�� VROLG� SKLORVRSKLFDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� SURYLQJ�

WKDW�KH�LV�D�UHDO�LQWHOOHFWXDO��QRW�D�IRRO�OLNH�0U��9DQ�

0LQK�RU�7X�7DQ�LQ�6R�'R�

$V�WKH�SULQFLSDO�RI�D�SULYDWH�VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�VRQ�

RI�D�FDSLWDOLVW��7X�$QK�GLG�QRW�LQGXOJH�LQ�GHEDXFKHU\�

ZLWK�EURWKHOV� DQG�JDPEOLQJ� GHQV� OLNH�PDQ\� ULFK�

SHRSOH� LQ� +DQRL� DW� WKDW� WLPH�� 7KDW� ZDV� EHFDXVH�
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he�was�very�aware�of�its�harmful�e൵ects.�He�said:�
“…�Obscene�literature�and�books,�obscene�¿lms,�
REVFHQH� WKHDWHUV�� REVFHQH� SLFWXUHV�� GDQFH� KDOOV��

WDWWRR�SDUORUV�� ULFNVKDZ� GULYHUV�ZKR� WROG� KLP� WR�

take�the�virginity�of�all�kinds�of�women�for�¿ve�or�
WKUHH�FRLQV��REVFHQH�PXVLF�� LQFUHDVLQJO\�REVFHQH�

FORWKLQJ� WUHQGV�� LQ� VKRUW�� KRZ�PDQ\� WKLQJV�SXVK�

SHRSOH� LQWR� WKH�F\FOH�RI� LPPRUDOLW\��'R�\RX�VHH�

WKDW�ZH�DUH�GURZQLQJ�XS�WR�RXU�QHFNV�LQ�WKDW�PXGG\�

swamp�of�obscenity?��3KXQJ�7��9������D��S��������
%HLQJ�FORVH�WR�WKH�PXG�EXW�QRW�WDLQWHG�E\�LWV�VPHOO��

WKDW�FDQ�EH�VDLG�RI�7X�$QK��6WD\LQJ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�

WHPSWDWLRQV�RI�OXVW�DQG�WKH�EURZQ�IDLU\�KHOSHG�7X�

Anh�stand�¿rm�in�his�position�as�the�Principal�of�a�
'DL�9LHW�VFKRRO��,W�FDQ�EH�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�7X�

$QK�LV�D�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�DOO�WKH�JRRG�TXDOLWLHV�RI�DQ�

LQWHOOHFWXDO�ZLWK�FRUUHFW�LGHDOV��D�VHULRXV�OLIHVW\OH��

D�KLJK�VHQVH�RI� UHVSRQVLELOLW\��FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�D�

VHQVH�RI�MXVWLFH�

5.�Conclusion

9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ¶V�ZULWLQJ�WHQGV�WR�VDWLUL]H�DQG�

FULWLFL]H� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI�9LHWQDPHVH� VRFLHW\� LQ� WKH�

HDUO\���WK�FHQWXU\�ZLWK�PDQ\�HYLOV�DQG�YXOJDULWLHV��

VR� KLV� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� PRVWO\� QHJDWLYH�� %XW� QR�

PDWWHU� KRZ� HYLO� D� VRFLHW\� LV�� WKHUH� DUH� SRVLWLYH�

WKLQJV��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�EDG�D�PDQGDULQ�V\VWHP�LV��

there� are� positive� o൶cials.�Vu�Trong� Phung� has�
QLQH�QRYHOV��EXW�RQO\�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�KDYH�EXLOW�WKH�

character�of�an�o൶cial�who�was�a�true�intellectual.�
,W�LV�WKLV�LQWHOOHFWXDO�TXDOLW\�WKDW�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�

for�his�o൶cialdom�to�be�“honest�and�fair”,�always�
VWDQGLQJ� RQ� WKH� VLGH� RI� MXVWLFH�� LPSOHPHQWLQJ�

MXVWLFH� VWULFWO\�� WKH\� DUH� ³ULFK� DQG� QREOH� FDQQRW�

EH�FRUUXSWHG��SRRU�DQG�KXPEOH�FDQQRW�EH�PRYHG��

PLJKW\�DQG�SRZHUIXO�FDQQRW�EH�VXEGXHG´��DOZD\V�

GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�YRLFHOHVV�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�

RSSUHVVHG� E\� W\UDQWV� DQG� W\UDQWV�� 7KH\� DOZD\V�

OLYH� ZLWK�PHDQLQJ�� ORYH� DQG� LQWHJULW\�� 7KH\� DUH�

EULJKW�VSRWV�LQ�WKH�GDUN�VN\�RI�WKH�PDQGDULQ�FODVV�

DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH�VHPL�FRORQLDO�� VHPL�IHXGDO� VRFLHW\�

RI�9LHWQDP��7KH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DOVR�

VKRZV�WKH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQG�SURJUHVVLYH�UHDOLVWLF�

SHQ�RI�9X�7URQJ�3KXQJ�LQ�WKH�UHDOLVWLF�OLWHUDWXUH�RI�

WKH�HDUO\���WK�FHQWXU\�

�
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