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7KH�FKLOGKRRG�RI�HDFK�SHUVRQ�LV�LQWHUWZLQHG�ZLWK�WKH�PDJLFDO�ZRUOG�RI�IDLU\�

WDOHV²D�VSLULWXDO�QRXULVKPHQW�WKDW�KDV�QXUWXUHG�VRXOV�DFURVV�JHQHUDWLRQV��

(DFK� IDLU\� WDOH� LV� D� FU\VWDOOL]DWLRQ� RI� FRPSDVVLRQ�� UHVLOLHQFH�� DQG� WKH�

KDUPRQLRXV�EOHQG�RI�UHDOLW\�DQG�GUHDPV��7KLV�DUWLFOH�GUDZV�RQ�WKHRULHV�

RI� VWUXFWXUH�DQG�SORW� LQ� OLWHUDU\�ZRUNV�� IRFXVLQJ�RQ�HYHU\GD\�OLIH� IDLU\�

WDOHV�DQG�WKH�DUFKHW\SH�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�DUWLVWU\�

LQ�FRQVWUXFWLQJ� QDUUDWLYH� VWUXFWXUH� DQG� SORW� IURP� WZR� SHUVSHFWLYHV�� ����

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�SORW�IROORZV�IRXU�PDLQ�GLUHFWLRQV��HDFK�SRVVHVVLQJ�

GLVWLQFWLYH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DQG�PHDQLQJV��FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�

central�character;�(2)�The�art�of�building�conÀict**�is�expressed�through�
techniques� such� as� exaggeration,� ampli¿cation,� and� the� use� of� typical�
PRWLIV�� FUHDWLQJ� DQ� LQWULQVLF� DSSHDO� DQG� GLVWLQFW� DHVWKHWLF� YDOXH�� 7KH�

V\PEROLF�YDOXH�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�DUFKHW\SH�LQ�WKHVH�HYHU\GD\�

OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV�JRHV�EH\RQG�PHUH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��,W�LQVWLOOV�RSWLPLVP�DQG�

IDLWK�LQ�KXPDQ�LQWHOOHFW�DQG�UHVLOLHQFH��'HVSLWH�IDFLQJ�DGYHUVLWLHV��SHRSOH�

LQ�WKH�SDVW�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQWHOOLJHQFH��ORYH��DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�

WKURXJK�WKHVH�VWRULHV��7KLV�LV�WKH�FRUH�HOHPHQW�WKDW�VKDSHV�WKH�SURIRXQG�

FXOWXUDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�YDOXHV�RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV�

.H\ZRUGV��

DUWLVWU\��VWUXFWXUH��SORW��

LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU��

HYHU\GD\�OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV
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Tuổi� thơ� của�mỗi� người� đều� gắn� liền� với� thế� giới� kỳ� diệu� của�
truyện�cổ�tích�-�nguồn�sữa�tinh�thần�nuôi�dưỡng�tâm�hồn�qua�nhiều�
thế�hệ.�Mỗi�câu�chuyện�cổ�tích�là�sự�kết�tinh�của�lòng�nhân�ái,�bản�
lĩnh�kiên�cường�và�sự�hòa�quyện�giữa�hiện�thực�cùng�ước�mơ.�Bài�
viết�dựa�trên�lí�luận�về�kết�cấu,�cốt�truyện�trong�tác�phẩm�văn�học,�
truyện�cổ�tích�sinh�hoạt�và�kiểu�nhân�vật�thông�mình�để�phân�tích�
nghệ�thuậy�xây�dựng�kết�cấu,�cốt�truyên�trên�2�phương�diện:�(1)�
Kết�cấu�cốt�truyện�có�bốn�hướng�chính,�mỗi�hướng�mang�những�
đặc�điểm�và�ý�nghĩa�riêng,�góp�phần�làm�nổi�bật�nhân�vật�trung�
tâm;�(2)�Nghệ�thuật�xây�dựng�xung�đột�được�thể�hiện�qua�các�biện�
pháp�như�cường�điệu,�phóng�đại,�và�sử�dụng�các�mô�típ�điển�hình,�
tạo�nên�sức�hút�và�giá�trị�thẩm�mỹ�đặc�trưng.�Giá�trị�hình�tượng�
của�kiểu�nhân�vật�thông�minh�trong�truyện�cổ�tích�sinh�hoạt�này�
không�chỉ�mang�tính�giải�trí�mà�còn�đem�lại�niềm�tin,�lạc�quan�vào�
trí�tuệ�và�bản�lĩnh�của�con�người.�Dẫu�đối�mặt�với�nghịch�cảnh,�
người�xưa�vẫn�thể�hiện�trí�tuệ,�lòng�yêu�thương�và�sự�trân�trọng�
giá�trị�con�người�qua�các�câu�chuyện.�Đây�chính�là�yếu�tố�làm�nên�
giá�trị�văn�hóa�và�tinh�thần�sâu�sắc�của�truyện�cổ�tích�sinh�hoạt.
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1.�Introduction

(YHU\� FKLOGKRRG� LV� LQWHUWZLQHG� ZLWK� WKH�

PDJLFDO� ZRUOG� RI� IDLU\� WDOHV²D� VSLULWXDO� VRXUFH�

RI� QRXULVKPHQW� IRU� WKH� VRXOV� RI� FRXQWOHVV�

JHQHUDWLRQV�� (DFK� VWRU\� LV� D� FU\VWDOOL]DWLRQ� RI�

NLQGQHVV��UHVLOLHQFH��UHDOLW\��DQG�GUHDPV��5HDGLQJ�

IDLU\�WDOHV�DOORZV�XV�WR�UHFRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKH�VSLULW�RI�

RXU�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�WKRXJKWV�

DQG�IHHOLQJV�RI�SDVW�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�ODERUHUV��/H�%D�

+DQ��������

7R� WKLV� GD\��PDQ\� VFKRODUV� FRQWLQXH� WR� VWXG\�

WKLV� HQFKDQWLQJ� ZRUOG�� ZLWK� SDUWLFXODU� HPSKDVLV�

RQ�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�FKDUDFWHUV��VXFK�DV�WKH�

³LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU´� DUFKHW\SH²UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

ZLVGRP� LQ� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\� WDOHV�� 7KHVH�

VWXGLHV�QRW�RQO\�GHHSHQ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�

WKHPDWLF�YDOXH�RI�IRON�OLWHUDWXUH�EXW�DOVR�EURDGHQ�

SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�VXEJHQUH�RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�IDLU\�

WDOHV� ZLWKLQ� IRONORUH�� $ORQJVLGH� PDJLFDO� IDLU\�

WDOHV� DQG� DQLPDO� IDLU\� WDOHV�� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\�

WDOHV�HQULFK�WKH�WUHDVXUH�WURYH�RI�9LHWQDPHVH�DQG�

JOREDO� IRON�FXOWXUH�DQG� OLWHUDWXUH��:KLOH�PDJLFDO�

IDLU\�WDOHV�FDSWLYDWH�ZLWK�WKHLU�P\VWLFDO�HOHPHQWV��

HYHU\GD\�OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV�DUH�UHODWDEOH�DQG�LPEXHG�

ZLWK�WKH�UHDOLVP�RI�GDLO\�OLIH�

7KLV�DUWLFOH�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHRULHV�RI�IDLU\�WDOHV��

9LHWQDPHVH� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\� WDOHV�� DQG� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�DUFKHW\SH��,W�DLPV�WR�KLJKOLJKW�

WKH�XQLTXH�DUWLVWLF�IHDWXUHV�LQ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�SORW�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�DUFKHW\SH��

while� also�contributing�a�modest� voice� to�a൶rm�
WKH�HQGXULQJ�YLWDOLW\�RI�WKHVH�³SUHFLRXV�JHPV´�LQ�

WKH�VSLULWXDO�KHULWDJH�RI�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�

2.�Literature�Review�

)DLU\� WDOHV� DUH� RQH� RI� WKH� PRVW� GLVWLQFWLYH�

JHQUHV� RI� IRON� OLWHUDWXUH� LQ� WKH� OLWHUDU\� WUDGLWLRQV�

RI�PRVW�QDWLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��$V�VXFK�� IDLU\�

tales�have�become�a� signi¿cant� topic�of� interest,�
DWWUDFWLQJ� WKH� DWWHQWLRQ� DQG� GHGLFDWLRQ� RI� PDQ\�

UHVHDUFKHUV�

7KH� VWXG\� RI� 9LHWQDPHVH� IDLU\� WDOHV� KDV�

XQGHUJRQH�YDULRXV�VWDJHV�DQG�SURGXFHG�QXPHURXV�

LPSRUWDQW�ZRUNV��$PRQJ�WKHVH��WKH�PRVW�QRWDEOH�

LV� ³$� 3UHOLPLQDU\� ([SORUDWLRQ� RI� )DLU\� 7DOH�

,VVXHV� 7KURXJK� WKH� 6WRU\� RI� 7DP� &DP´� �������

E\� 'LQK� *LD� .KDQK�� ZKLFK� SUHVHQWHG� PXOWLSOH�

YDULDWLRQV� RI� WKH� 7DP� &DP� WDOH� DQG� HVWDEOLVKHG�

WKDW� IDLU\� WDOHV� SRVVHVV� ERWK� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DQG�

QDWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��,Q�������'LQK�*LD�.KDQK�

and� Chu� Xuan� Dien� expanded� on� this� research�
LQ� WKH� ³7H[WERRN� RQ� WKH� +LVWRU\� RI� 9LHWQDPHVH�

/LWHUDWXUH´� �9ROXPHV� ��DQG� �� �'LQK�*LD�.KDQK��

�������

,Q�������1JX\HQ�'RQJ�&KL��&KL���������LQ�KLV�

PRQXPHQWDO�ZRUN� ³7KH�7UHDVXU\� RI�9LHWQDPHVH�

)DLU\� 7DOHV´�� UHPDUNHG� RQ� WKH� GLYHUVH� DQG�

di൶cult-to-de¿ne� nature� of� the� concept� of� fairy�
WDOHV�� 7KLV� ZRUN� FROOHFWHG� D� ZLGH� DUUD\� RI� IDLU\�

WDOHV� DQG� LQWURGXFHG� QHZ� WKHRUHWLFDO� LVVXHV��

6LPLODUO\�� WKH� ³7H[WERRN� RQ� 9LHWQDPHVH� )RON�

/LWHUDWXUH´��������E\�DXWKRUV�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�

RI�(GXFDWLRQ�RSHQHG�QHZ�GLUHFWLRQV�IRU� UHVHDUFK�

on� the�characteristics�and�social� signi¿cance� cof�
IDLU\�WDOHV�

In� 1989,� Chu� Xuan� Dien,� in� “Fairy� Tales�
7KURXJK� WKH� (\HV� RI� 6FKRODUV´�� VXPPDUL]HG�

YDULRXV� UHVHDUFK� WUHQGV�� 'R� %LQK� 7UL�� LQ� ³7KH�

3RHWLF�&KDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�)RON�/LWHUDWXUH�*HQUHV´�

(1999),�made�signi¿cant�contributions�to�the�study�
of� poetics,� structure,� characters,� and� conÀicts� in�
IDLU\�WDOHV�

)URP� WKH� ����V� WR� WKH� SUHVHQW�� UHVHDUFK� RQ�

WKH� VXEJHQUH� RI� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\� WDOHV� KDV�

Àourished.� This� subgenre� features� minimal�
IDQWDVWLFDO� HOHPHQWV� DQG� LV� FORVHO\� FRQQHFWHG� WR�

UHDO�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV��1JX\HQ�'RQJ�&KL�REVHUYHG�

that� this� subgenre� often� reÀects� social� conÀicts.�
+RDQJ�7LHQ�7XX��7XX���������LQ�³9LHWQDPHVH�)RON�

Literature”�(1990),�clari¿ed�the�boundary�between�
PDJLFDO�DQG�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV��DVVHUWLQJ�WKDW�

the� latter� reÀects� life’s�conÀicts� through� realistic�
ORJLF�

7KH�VWXGLHV�RI�1JX\HQ�7KL�+XRQJ�DQG�1JX\HQ�

7KL� 7KX� 2DQK� KDYH� IXUWKHU� LOOXPLQDWHG� WKLV�

subgenre.� Nguyễn�Thi�Huong� analyzed� types� of�
HQGLQJV� LQ� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\� WDOHV�� LGHQWLI\LQJ�

WZR� FDWHJRULHV�� KDSS\� DQG� XQKDSS\� HQGLQJV��
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1JX\HQ� 7KL� 7KX� 2DQK� FDWHJRUL]HG� FKDUDFWHU�

W\SHV�LQWR�YLUWXRXV��LQWHOOLJHQW��FXQQLQJ��DQG�QDwYH�

DUFKHW\SHV�

7KH�ZRUNV�RI�VFKRODUV�VXFK�DV�'LQK�*LD�.KDQK��

Chu�Xuan�Dien,�Nguyen�Dong�Chi,�and�subsequent�
UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH� HQULFKHG� WKH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI�

IDLU\�WDOHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�HYHU\GD\�OLIH�VXEJHQUH�

�������� �7KX�� ������� �/LWHUDWXUH�� ������� �3KDP�

7KX� <HQ� �(GLWRU��� ������«� 7KH� LQWHJUDWLRQ� RI�

QHZ� WKHRULHV�DQG� IRONORULF� UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGV� KDV�

clari¿ed�many� issues�and�opened�new�directions�
IRU� VWXG\�� FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� WKH� SUHVHUYDWLRQ� DQG�

SURPRWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�FXOWXUDO�YDOXHV�

)URP� WKLV� RYHUYLHZ�� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW� ZKLOH�

WKHVH� VFKRODUO\�ZRUNV� DUH� YDOXDEOH��PRVW� UHPDLQ�

DW� D� JHQHUDO� OHYHO��ZLWK� IHZ� VWXGLHV� GHOYLQJ� LQWR�

detailed�and�speci¿c�analyses.

3.�Methods�

7R� FRQGXFW� WKLV� UHVHDUFK�� ZH� HPSOR\HG� WKH�

IROORZLQJ�PHWKRGV�

�� 7KHRUHWLFDO� 5HVHDUFK�0HWKRG�� 7KLV�PHWKRG�

ZDV� XVHG� WR� VWXG\� WKHRULHV� RQ� IDLU\� WDOHV�� WKH�

VXEJHQUH� RI� HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\� WDOHV�� DQG� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� DUFKHW\SH�� IRUPLQJ� WKH�

WKHRUHWLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VWXG\�

-� Statistical� and� Classi¿cation� Method:� This�
DSSURDFK� LQYROYHG� FDWHJRUL]LQJ� DQG� DQDO\]LQJ�

WKH� VWUXFWXUH� DQG� FRPSRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU� DUFKHW\SH� LQ� ��� 9LHWQDPHVH� HYHU\GD\�

OLIH�IDLU\�WDOHV�

-�Analytical�Method:�Based�on�the�classi¿cation�
UHVXOWV��ZH�DQDO\]HG�WKH�GLVWLQFWLYH�DUWLVWLF�IHDWXUHV�

LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�SORW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� DUFKHW\SH� LQ� HYHU\GD\� OLIH�

IDLU\�WDOHV�

4.�Results�

4.1.�Concept�of�Structure�and�Plot

7R� GDWH�� PDQ\� UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH� SURYLGHG�

de¿nitions� of� structure� and� plot.� However,�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� VFRSH� RI� WKLV� WKHVLV�� ZH� KDYH� FKRVHQ�

to�use� the�de¿nition� provided� by� the� authors� Le�

%D� +DQ�� 7UDQ� 'LQK� 6X�� DQG� 1JX\HQ� .KDF� 3KL�

LQ� WKH� ERRN� /LWHUDU\� 7HUPLQRORJ\� 'LFWLRQDU\�

�9LHWQDP�(GXFDWLRQ�3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH�� ������ DV�

WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�EDVLV�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�WKHVLV�FRQWHQW�

-� Structure�� ,W� LV� ³WKH� HQWLUH� FRPSOH[� DQG�

G\QDPLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�D�ZRUN�´

7KH� DXWKRUV� DOVR� HPSKDVL]H� WKDW� VWUXFWXUH�

di൵ers�from�composition.�“The�term�composition�
UHIHUV� WR� WKH� DUUDQJHPHQW� DQG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI�

FKDSWHUV�DQG�SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUN�LQ�D�FHUWDLQ�RUGHU´�

7KH� WHUP� VWUXFWXUH� ³UHSUHVHQWV� D� EURDGHU� DQG�

PRUH� FRPSOH[� FRQWHQW�� 7KH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RI� WKH�

ZRUN�LV�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�VXUIDFH�FRQWLQXLW\�RU�WKH�

H[WHUQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�SDUWV�DQG�FKDSWHUV��

EXW�DOVR�HQFRPSDVVHV�WKH�LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV��WKH�

artistic�architecture�of�the�work’s�speci¿c�content.�
&RPSRVLWLRQ�LV�RQH�DVSHFW�RI�VWUXFWXUH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�

WR� FRPSRVLWLRQ�� VWUXFWXUH� DOVR� LQFOXGHV�� WKH�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�FKDUDFWHU�V\VWHPV��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�

RI�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUN��WKH�DUW�RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�

speci¿c� connections� between� plot� elements,� the�
DUW� RI�SUHVHQWLQJ�� DUUDQJLQJ� HOHPHQWV�RXWVLGH� WKH�

SORW���� VR� WKDW� WKH� HQWLUH� ZRUN� WUXO\� EHFRPHV� D�

uni¿ed�artistic�whole.”�(Le�Ba�Han,�2006),p.�156�
�����@�

Every� literary� work� possesses� a� speci¿c�
VWUXFWXUH�� 6WUXFWXUH� VHUYHV� DV� DQ� HVVHQWLDO� DQG�

IXQGDPHQWDO� WRRO� IRU� DUWLVWLF� JHQHUDOL]DWLRQ�� ,W�

ful¿lls� a� wide� range� of� functions:� e൵ectively�
FRQYH\LQJ� WKH� WKHPHV� DQG� LGHDV� RI� D� ZRUN��

SUHVHQWLQJ�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�SORW�LQ�DQ�HQJDJLQJ�

PDQQHU�� RUJDQL]LQJ� FKDUDFWHUV� LQWR� D� FRKHUHQW�

V\VWHP�� VWUXFWXULQJ� WKH� QDUUDWLYH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI�

WKH�DXWKRU��DQG�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKH�ZRUN�DV�DQ�

DHVWKHWLF�SKHQRPHQRQ�

:KLOH� WHFKQLFDO� HOHPHQWV� DQG� DUWLVWLF�

techniques� are� ¿nite,� structure� is� in¿nite,� as�
HDFK� OLWHUDU\�ZRUN� LV� D� ³OLYLQJ� HQWLW\´�� D� ³OLYLQJ�

RUJDQLVP´��7KHUHIRUH�� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� RI� D�ZRUN� LV�

DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WDLORUHG�WR�WKH�

speci¿c�content�of�that�work.�Structure�reÀects�the�
DXWKRU¶V�SHUFHSWLRQ��WDOHQW��DQG�XQLTXH�VW\OH�
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�� Plot:� De¿ned� as� “a� system� of� concrete�
events�organized�according�to�speci¿c�ideological�
DQG� DUWLVWLF� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� IRUPLQJ� WKH� PRVW�

IXQGDPHQWDO� DQG� FUXFLDO� FRPSRQHQW� RI� WKH�

G\QDPLF� IRUP�RI�D�QDUUDWLYH� RU�GUDPDWLF� OLWHUDU\�

ZRUN´�>��/H�%D�+DQ���������S����@�

$�SORW�FDQ�UHYHDO�WZR�RUJDQLFDOO\�LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�

DVSHFWV�� RQ� RQH� KDQG�� WKH� SORW� LV� D� PHDQV� RI�

H[SRVLQJ� WKH� FKDUDFWHUV�� 7KURXJK� WKH� SORW�� WKH�

ZULWHU� GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� WKH�

YDULRXV� FKDUDFWHU� WUDLWV�� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� ³WKH�

SORW�LV�DOVR�D�WRRO�IRU�WKH�ZULWHU�WR�UHFUHDWH�VRFLDO�

conÀicts.� The� plot� not� only� helps� to� e൵ectively�
UHYHDO� WKH� GLVWLQFWLYH� IHDWXUHV� RI� HDFK� FKDUDFWHU�

DQG�RUJDQL]HV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�V\VWHP�ZHOO��EXW�DOVR�

presents�a�system�of�events�that�accurately�reÀects�
social� conÀicts,� with� the� power� to� attract� and�
HQJDJH�WKH�UHDGHU´�>��/H�%D�+DQ������������@�

4.2.�Structure,�plot,�and�other�artistic�aspects

������� 6WUXFWXUH� DQG� 3ORW� RI� WKH� ,QWHOOLJHQW�

&KDUDFWHU�$UFKHW\SH�LQ�WKH�6XEJHQUH�RI�(YHU\GD\�

/LIH�)DLU\�7DOHV�LQ�9LHWQDPHVH�)RONORUH

D��&RQFHSW�RI�6WUXFWXUH�DQG�3ORW

$FFRUGLQJ� WR�/H�%D�+DQ��7UDQ�'LQK�6X�� DQG�

1JX\HQ�.KDF�3KL� �/H�%D�+DQ���������� VWUXFWXUH�

is� de¿ned� as� “the� entirety� of� the� complex� and�
G\QDPLF� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RI� D� OLWHUDU\� ZRUN´�� ,W� LV�

GLVWLQFW� IURP� WKH� WHUP�FRPSRVLWLRQ��ZKLFK� UHIHUV�

WR� WKH� DUUDQJHPHQW� DQG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� FKDSWHUV�

and� sections� in� a� speci¿c� sequence.� Structure�
HQFRPSDVVHV� EURDGHU� HOHPHQWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ� RI� FKDUDFWHU� V\VWHPV�� DUWLVWLF� WLPH�

DQG� VSDFH�� DQG� H[WUD�SORW� HOHPHQWV�� IRUPLQJ� WKH�

DUWLVWLF�XQLW\�RI�D�ZRUN��,W�H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�H[WHUQDO�

UHODWLRQVKLSV� WR� LQFOXGH� LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�

WKH�DUWLVWLF�DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�WKH�ZRUN¶V�FRQWHQW��7KLV�

PDNHV� VWUXFWXUH� DQ� HVVHQWLDO� DVSHFW�RI�FUHDWLQJ�D�

FRKHVLYH�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�DUWLVWLF�ZKROH�

7KH� VWUXFWXUH�RI�HDFK�OLWHUDU\�ZRUN�LV�XQLTXH��

reÀecting�the�author’s�style,�talent,�and�perception,�
ZKLOH�DOVR�VHUYLQJ�DV�D�WRRO�WR�JHQHUDOL]H�WKHPHV�

DQG�LGHDV��7KH�SORW��DV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�

structure,� is� de¿ned� as� “a� system� of� concrete�

events�organized�according�to�speci¿c�ideological�
DQG� DUWLVWLF� UHTXLUHPHQWV´�� 7KH� SORW� LOOXVWUDWHV�

WKH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� FKDUDFWHUV� DQG� SRUWUD\V�

social� conÀicts.� Through� the� plot,� the� writer�
not�only� reveals�character� traits�but� also� reÀects�
societal� conÀicts� and� events,� thereby� engaging�
DQG�FDSWLYDWLQJ�UHDGHUV�

E�� 7KH� 6WUXFWXUDO� 0RGHO� RI� WKH� ,QWHOOLJHQW�

&KDUDFWHU�6WRU\�7\SH�

7KH� VWUXFWXUH� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

VWRU\� W\SH� LQ� WKH� VXEJHQUH�RI�HYHU\GD\� OLIH� IDLU\�

WDOHV� LV� IRUPHG� E\� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� SDWWHUQV� RI�

JURXSV� RI� VWRULHV� IHDWXULQJ� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV��

%DVHG� RQ� DQ� RYHUYLHZ� RI� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� PRGHO�

RI� HDFK� VWRU\� ZLWKLQ� WKHVH� JURXSV�� ZH� KDYH�

identi¿ed�representative�structural�models,�which�
FROOHFWLYHO\�IRUP�WKH�JHQHUDO�VWUXFWXUDO�IUDPHZRUN�

RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� VWRU\� W\SH� LQ� WKLV�

VXEJHQUH��

 � ����� *URXS� RI� 6WRULHV� )HDWXULQJ� WKH�

,QWHOOLJHQW�&KDUDFWHU�6ROYLQJ�5LGGOHV�

7R� IDFLOLWDWH� WKH� PRGHOLQJ� SURFHVV� XVLQJ�

GLDJUDPV��WKH�VWHSV�LQ�WKH�PRGHO�DUH�FRQYHQWLRQDOO\�

QXPEHUHG�DV�IROORZV��

�� ���� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�� ��D��� 7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU� DSSHDUV� GLUHFWO\�� ��E��� 7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�DSSHDUV�LQGLUHFWO\��

������'HYHORSPHQW��7KH�SURFHVV�RI�RYHUFRPLQJ�

FKDOOHQJHV�� ��D��� 7KH� ULGGOHV� SRVHG� E\� WKH�

FKDOOHQJHU�� ��E���7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� SRVHV�

ULGGOHV� LQ� UHWXUQ�� ��F��� 7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

VROYHV�WKH�ULGGOH��

������&RQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\��

7KLV� JURXS� RI� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� VWRULHV� LV�

featured�in�¿ve�works:�The�Intelligent�Child,�The�
Legend�of�the�Sixty-Week�O൵ering,�The�Orphan’s�
Mission,�The�Hien�¿rst�doctoral�candidate�(Trạng�
Hiền),�and�The�Termite�as�Witness.

([DPSOH��7KH�6WRU\�³7KH�,QWHOOLJHQW�&KLOG´�

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�VWRU\�7KH�,QWHOOLJHQW�&KLOG�

FDQ�EH�VXPPDUL]HG�DV�IROORZV��

(lb)�→�(2a)�→�(2b)�→�(2c)�→�(3)
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:KDW� VWDQGV� RXW� LQ� WKLV� PRGHO� LV� WKDW� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�QRW�RQO\�DQVZHUV�WKH� ULGGOHV�

EXW� DOVR� SRVHV� ULGGOHV�PXOWLSOH� WLPHV��7KHUH� DUH�

IRXU� LQVWDQFHV� ZKHUH� ULGGOHV� DSSHDU�� ZKLFK� LV� D�

NH\� IHDWXUH� LQ� WKH�SURFHVV�RI� VWXG\LQJ� WKH� JURXS�

RI� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� ZKR� VROYH� ULGGOHV��

7KLV� GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKDW� WKH� DFW� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�SRVLQJ�D�ULGGOH�LQ�UHWXUQ�LV�DQ�DFWLRQ�WKDW�

SURYHV�WKHLU�SURDFWLYLW\�DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�VWUHQJWK�LQ�

WKH�IDFH�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�

([DPSOH��7KH�6WRU\�7KH�2USKDQ¶V�0LVVLRQ�

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�7KH�2USKDQ¶V�0LVVLRQ�FDQ�EH�

RXWOLQHG�DV��

(1a)�→�(2a)�→�(2c)�→�(3)�

$�GLVWLQFWLYH�DVSHFW�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�LV� WKDW�ZKLOH�

WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� SDUWLFLSDWHV� LQ� VROYLQJ�

ULGGOHV�� WKH� IRUPDW� GRHV� QRW� VWULFWO\� LQYROYH�

WUDGLWLRQDO�ULGGOHV��,QVWHDG��LW�FRQVLVWV�RI�DQVZHULQJ�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�SRVHG�E\�D�QHLJKERULQJ�NLQJ��

:H�UHJDUG�WKHVH�DV�D�VSHFLDO�IRUP�RI�ULGGOHV��VR�WKH�

FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�2USKDQ�LV�VWLOO�FDWHJRUL]HG�XQGHU�

WKH�JURXS�RI�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHUV�VROYLQJ�ULGGOHV��

7KH�2USKDQ�DQVZHUV�WZR�RI�WKH�QHLJKERULQJ�NLQJ¶V�

TXHVWLRQV�

%DVHG� RQ� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� PRGHOV� RI� HDFK�

LQGLYLGXDO�VWRU\��ZH�GHGXFH�WKH�FRPPRQ�VWUXFWXUH�

IRU� WKH� JURXS� RI� VWRULHV� IHDWXULQJ� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHUV�VROYLQJ�ULGGOHV�DV�IROORZV��

(1)�→�(2)�→�(3)�

7KH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� SORW� LQYROYHV� WKH�

DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU��ZKR�PD\�EH�

LQWURGXFHG�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\��7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�

RI�WKH�SORW�FRQVLVWV�RI� WKH�SURFHVV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�

WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� RYHUFRPHV� FKDOOHQJHV�

SRVHG� E\� WKH� FKDOOHQJHUV��7KH� FRQFOXVLRQ� RI� WKH�

SORW�LV�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU¶V�LQWHOOHFW��

IROORZHG�E\�D�UHZDUG�

The�primary�di൵erence�between�these�speci¿c�
VWUXFWXUDO�PRGHOV�OLHV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKH�VWRU\�EHJLQV�

�HLWKHU� ��D�� RU� ��E��� DQG� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� ULGGOHV�

answered�by�the�intelligent�character.�For�the�¿ve�
speci¿c�structural�models,�there�are:

�� 7ZR� VWRULHV� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

DQVZHUV�RQO\�RQH� ULGGOH� �7KH�7HUPLWH�DV�ZLWQHVV�

and�the�legend�of�the�sixty-week�oৼering).

�� 2QH� VWRU\� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

DQVZHUV�IRXU�ULGGOHV��7KH�,QWHOOLJHQW�&KLOG��

�� 2QH� VWRU\� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

answers� three� riddles� (The� Hien� ¿rst� doctoral�
FDQGLGDWH��

�� 2QH� VWRU\� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

DQVZHUV�WZR�ULGGOHV�

$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKHUH� LV� D� XQLTXH� FDVH� LQ� WKH�

PRGHO�RI�7KH�,QWHOOLJHQW�&KLOG��ZKHUH�WKH�FKLOG�LV�

ERWK�WKH�RQH�EHLQJ�FKDOOHQJHG�DQG�WKH�RQH�LVVXLQJ�

FKDOOHQJHV�� 7KLV� GXDO� UROH� HPSKDVL]HV� WKH� EHOLHI�

LQ� WKH� LQWHOOHFWXDO� FDSDELOLWLHV� RI� \RXQJ� SHRSOH��

reÀecting�the�con¿dence�that�the�common�people�
RQFH�KDG�LQ�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQFH�RI�\RXWK�

*URXS� RI� VWRULHV�� ,QWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV�

SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�PDUULDJH�VHOHFWLRQ

6LPLODU� WR� WKH� SUHYLRXV� JURXS�� WKH� IROORZLQJ�

PRGHO�RXWOLQHV�HDFK�XQLW�LQ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�

�� ����� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�� ��D��� $QQRXQFHPHQW� RI�

PDUULDJH� VHOHFWLRQ�� ��E��� $SSHDUDQFH� RI� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�

�� ����� 3ORW� 'HYHORSPHQW�� ��D��� &KDOOHQJH�

SDUWLFLSDQWV�� ��D���� )XWXUH� IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ�� ��D����

7KH� ZLIH�� ��D���� 7KH� JLUO�� ��E��� &RQWHQW� RI� WKH�

FKDOOHQJH����F���7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�IDFHV�WKH�

FKDOOHQJH

�������&RQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�

7KLV� JURXS� RI� VWRULHV� IHDWXULQJ� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHUV� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ� PDUULDJH� VHOHFWLRQ�

LQFOXGHV���VWRULHV��<RX�KDG�WR�PDUU\�EHFDXVH�RI�D�

GHDG�PDQ��ZKLOH�,�KDG�WR�PDUU\�EHFDXVH�RI�D�SDLU�

RI�FHUDPLF�FURFRGLOHV��Dì�phải�thằng�chết�trôi,�tôi�
phải�đôi� sấu� sành),�0DUULDJH�VHOHFWLRQ� �Kén� rể���
7KH�6RQ�LQ�/DZ�LV�WKH�RQH�ZLWK�NQRZOHGJH��Chàng�
rể�hay�chữ�� $QJU\�ZLWK�<RX��ZKR�ZLOO�,�OLYH�ZLWK"�
�Giận�mày�tao�ở�với�ai���0DNH�WKH�3ULQFHVV�VSHDN�

�làm�cho�công�chúa�nói�được���+DQJLQJ�SLFWXUHV�
WR�VHOHFW�D�KXVEDQG��treo�tranh�kén�chồng���0LVV�

Chin�(Cô�Chín).
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([DPSOH� ��� <RX� KDG� WR� PDUU\� EHFDXVH� RI� D�

GHDG�PDQ��ZKLOH�,�KDG�WR�PDUU\�EHFDXVH�RI�D�SDLU�

RI�FHUDPLF�FURFRGLOHV�

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�<RX�KDG�WR�PDUU\�EHFDXVH�RI�D�

GHDG�PDQ��ZKLOH�,�KDG�WR�PDUU\�EHFDXVH�RI�D�SDLU�

RI�FHUDPLF�FURFRGLOHV�LV�DV�IROORZV��

(1b)�→�(2a1)�→�(2b)�→�(2c)�→�(2a2)�→�(2b)�
→�(2c)�→�(3)�

,Q�WKLV�FDVH��

�� ��E���7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�XVHV� WULFNV�WR�

GHFHLYH�ERWK�WKH�IXWXUH�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ�DQG�WKH�ZLIH�

WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�JRDO�RI�PDUU\LQJ�WKH�ZRPDQ��

����D����7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�QRW�SUHVHQWHG�GLUHFWO\�

EXW�WKURXJK�D�WULFN�ZKHUH�WKH�IXWXUH�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ�

LV�GHFHLYHG��

�� ��D����7KH� ZLIH� LV� WKH�PDLQ� FKDUDFWHU� ZKR�

SUHVHQWV�D�FKDOOHQJH�WR�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU��

��7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�IDFHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

RQFH�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�

([DPSOH� ��� +DQJLQJ� SLFWXUHV� WR� VHOHFW� D�

KXVEDQG�������

7KH� VWUXFWXUH�RI�+DQJLQJ�SLFWXUHV� WR� VHOHFW�D�

KXVEDQG�LV�DV�IROORZV��

(1a),�(1b)�→�(2a3)�→�(2b)�→�(2c)�→�(3)�

,Q�WKLV�FDVH��

�� ��E���7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�PXVW�GHFHLYH�

WKH�JLUO��

��7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�IDFHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

RQFH�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�

([DPSOH����0LVV�&KLQ�

7KH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�0LVV�&KLQ�LV�DV�IROORZV��

(1a),�(1b)�→�(2a1)�→�(2b)�→�(2c)�→�(3).

,Q�WKLV�FDVH��

����E���7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�QHYHU�PHQWLRQV�

WKH�JLUO¶V�QDPH��³&KLQ´��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJH��

��7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�IDFHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

RQFH�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�

From� these� speci¿c� examples,� we� derive� the�
IROORZLQJ�FRPPRQ�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�JURXS�RI�VWRULHV�

IHDWXULQJ� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ�

PDUULDJH�VHOHFWLRQ�

(1)�→�(2a1)�→�(2b)�→�(2c)�→�(3)

7KH�SORW�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW�RI�WKH�

PDUULDJH�VHOHFWLRQ�E\�WKH�IXWXUH�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ�DQG�

WKH� DSSHDUDQFH� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�� 7KH�

SORW� GHYHORSV� DV� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� IDFHV�

DQG�RYHUFRPHV�YDULRXV�FKDOOHQJHV��OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�

¿nal� conclusion� where� the� intelligent� character�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�PDUULHV�WKH�ZRPDQ�

7KH� QXPEHU� RI� FKDOOHQJHV� IDFHG� E\� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� YDULHV� DFURVV� WKH� VWRULHV��

�� VWRULHV� IHDWXUH� �� FKDOOHQJH�� �� VWRU\� KDV� ��

FKDOOHQJHV���� VWRU\�KDV���FKDOOHQJHV����VWRU\�KDV�

��FKDOOHQJHV�

This�variation�demonstrates�the�Àexibility�and�
DGDSWDELOLW\� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� DV� WKH\�

face� di൵erent� situations� and� challenges,� which�
reÀects�the�broader�theme�of�human�resilience�and�
cleverness�in�overcoming�life’s�di൶culties.

� 7KH� *URXS� RI� 6WRULHV� ZLWK� ,QWHOOLJHQW�

&KDUDFWHUV�+DQGOLQJ�/HJDO�&DVHV

Similar�to�the�previous�structure,�we�de¿ne�the�
XQLWV�LQ�WKH�SORW�VWUXFWXUH�PRGHO�DV�IROORZV�

�����,QWURGXFWLRQ�ZLWK�D�SUREOHPDWLF�VLWXDWLRQ�

����� 'HYHORSPHQW�� 7KH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

UHVROYHV�WKH�SUREOHPDWLF�VLWXDWLRQ�

�����&RQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�

7KH�JHQHUDO�PRGHO�LV�DV�IROORZV�������!������!�

����

,Q�WKLV�JURXS�RI�VWRULHV��DOO���VWRULHV�VKDUH�WKH�

same� speci¿c� model.� The� uniqueness� of� each�
LQGLYLGXDO�PRGHO�OLHV�LQ�WKH�SUREOHPDWLF�VLWXDWLRQV�

$PRQJ�WKHVH�VWUXFWXUDO�PRGHOV��RQO\�RQH�PRGHO�

IHDWXUHV� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� VROYLQJ� WKUHH�

SUREOHPDWLF� VLWXDWLRQV� LQ�D� VLQJOH� VWRU\��ZKLFK� LV�

WKH�VWRU\�³7KH�&OHYHU�-XGJPHQW´��$OO�RWKHU�VWRULHV�

KDYH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� VROYLQJ� RQO\� RQH�

SUREOHPDWLF�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

7KH� *URXS� RI� 2WKHU� ,QWHOOLJHQW� &KDUDFWHU�

6WRULHV

7KH�JURXS�RI�RWKHU�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHUV�LV�WKH�

ODUJHVW�JURXS��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI����ZRUNV��DQG�LW�DOVR�

LQFOXGHV� WKH� PRVW� GLYHUVH� FKDUDFWHUV�� 7KHUHIRUH��

it� is�di൶cult� to�create�a�uni¿ed�model�for�all� the�
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VWRULHV�� +RZHYHU��ZH� VWLOO� DWWHPSW� WR� HVWDEOLVK� D�

relatively�general�model.�I�de¿ne�the�following:

�� ����� ,QWURGXFWLRQ���OD��3UREOHPDWLF�VLWXDWLRQ��

�OE��'LUHFW�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU

�� �����'HYHORSPHQW�� ��D��7KH� FKDOOHQJH�� ��E��

7KH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�XQGHUWDNHV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH

�������&RQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\

³7KH� JURXS� RI� VWRULHV� LQFOXGHV� WKH� IROORZLQJ�

ZRUNV�� 7KH� JLUO� ZKR� GHFHLYHG� WKH� PRQN�� WKH�

YLOODJH�KHDG��DQG� WKH�GLVWULFW�PDJLVWUDWH� (Cô�gái�
lừa�thầy�sãi,�xã�trưởng�và�ông�quan�huyện);�7KH�
FOHYHU�ZIH�DQG�WKH�IRROLVK�KXVEDQG�(Con�vợ�khôn�
lấy�thằng�chồng�dại);�7KH�5LFK�PDQ�DQG�WKH�VHOOHU�
RI�VKRHV�(Lão�nhà�giàu�và�anh�bán�giày);�&KLFNHQ�
PHDW�WR�SRLVRQ�WKH�KXVEDQG�(Thịt�gà�thuốc�chồng);�
Lying�like�Cuội�(Nói�dối�như�Cuội);�2OG�VZLQGOHU�
WUDSSHG� RU� FXQQLQJ� ZRPDQ� (Bợm� già� mắc� bẫy�
hay�mưu�trí�đàn�bà);�7KH�%OLQG�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�(Chàng�
rể� thong� manh);� 7KH� WHDFKHU� VDYHV� WKH� VWXGHQW�
(Thầy�cứu�học�trò);�7KH�8QZLOOLQJ�GRFWRU� (Thầy�
lang� bất�đắc�dĩ);�The�Thief�magistrate� (Quan�ăn�
trộm);� 3HDFRFN� VSULQJ� UROOV�� SKRHQL[� PHDWORDI��
DQG�GUDJRQ�ZKLVNHUV�(Nem�công�chả�phượng�râu�
rồng);�7KH�7KLHI�WHDFKHV�KLV�VWXGHQW�(Kẻ�trộm�dạy�
học�trò);�7KH�*RRG�JLUO�WHDFKLQJ�KHU�KXVEDQG�(Gái�
ngoan� dạy� chồng);� 7KH� /XRQJ�ZRPDQ� (Con�mụ�
Lường);�7KH�WDONLQJ�GRJ�(Con�chó�biết�nói);�7KH�
VHUYDQW�DQG� WKH�WKLHI� (Người�đày� tớ�và�người�ăn�
trộm).

([DPSOH� ��� 7KH� VWRU\�7KH�JLUO� ZKR� GHFHLYHG�

WKH� PRQN�� WKH� YLOODJH� KHDG�� DQG� WKH� GLVWULFW�

PDJLVWUDWH�

�OE���!���D���!���E���!����

:KHUH� ��E��� LV� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

GHFHLYLQJ� WKH� FKDOOHQJH�� ZLWK� RQH� FKDOOHQJH�

DWWHPSWHG�

([DPSOH��7KH�VWRU\�³7KH�7KLHI�7HDFKLQJ�+LV�

6WXGHQW´�

�OD���!���D���!���E���!����

:KHUH���E���LV�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�VWHDOLQJ��

ZLWK�WZR�FKDOOHQJHV�DWWHPSWHG�

From� these� speci¿c� models,� we� derive� the�
JHQHUDO�PRGHO�DV�IROORZV�

�����!���D���E���!����

7KH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� VWRU\� WDNHV� RQH� RI�

WZR� GLUHFWLRQV�� HLWKHU� D� SUREOHPDWLF� VLWXDWLRQ� RU�

WKH�GLUHFW�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU��

7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�XQGHUWDNLQJ�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�

,Q� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� SORW�� WKH� QXPEHU�

RI� WLPHV� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� RYHUFRPHV� WKH�

FKDOOHQJH� YDULHV�� MXVW� OLNH� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� RI� WKH�

VWRU\��7KLV� LV� HYLGHQFHG�E\����PRGHOV�ZKHUH� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� IDFHV� WKH� FKDOOHQJH� RQFH�� ��

PRGHOV�ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� IDFHV� WKH�

FKDOOHQJH� WZLFH�� �� PRGHO� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

character� faces� the� challenge� ¿ve� times;� and� 2�
PRGHOV�ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� IDFHV� WKH�

FKDOOHQJH�WKUHH�WLPHV�

7KXV�� WKH� VWUXFWXUDO� PRGHO� RI� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU� QDUUDWLYH� XVXDOO\� IROORZV� IRXU� EDVLF�

GHYHORSPHQW�GLUHFWLRQV��DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�RXU�PRGHO�

DERYH��)RU�HDFK�W\SH�RI�VWUXFWXUH��,�KDYH�DQDO\]HG�

KRZ�WKH�VWRU\�EHJLQV��

���,QWHOOLJHQW�&KDUDFWHU��!�5LGGOH��!�6ROYH�WKH�

5LGGOH��!�(QMR\�+DSSLQHVV

� The� ¿rst� direction� typically� begins� with� a�
VLWXDWLRQ� ZKHUH� PHVVHQJHUV� VHHN� RXW� WDOHQWHG�

LQGLYLGXDOV� WKURXJK� ULGGOHV� RU� D� IDPLO\� IDFLQJ�

di൶cult� circumstances.�The� intelligent� character�
SDUWLFLSDWHV� LQ� DQVZHULQJ� WKH� ULGGOH��$V� D� UHVXOW��

WKH� FKDUDFWHU� LV� UHFRJQL]HG� IRU� WKHLU� WDOHQW� DQG�

HLWKHU�UHFHLYHV�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RU�HQMR\V�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�

OLIH�� ([DPSOHV� RI� VWRULHV� LQFOXGH�� Em� bé� thông�
PLQK� �7KH� &OHYHU� &KLOG�,� Trạng� Hiền� (6FKRODU�
+LHQ�,�Mồ�Côi�đi�sứ�(7KH�2USKDQ�RQ�D�'LSORPDWLF�

0LVVLRQ�;�Con�mối�làm�chứng�(7KH�7HUPLWH�DV�D�

:LWQHVV�����

���)XWXUH�)DWKHU�LQ�/DZ��!�&KDOOHQJH�IRU�WKH�

,QWHOOLJHQW�&KDUDFWHU��!�2YHUFRPH�WKH�&KDOOHQJH�

�!�0DUU\�WKH�*LUO

�7KH� EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKLV� VHFRQG� VWUXFWXUDO� W\SH�

DOZD\V�LQYROYHV�WKH�HYHQW�ZKHUH�IXWXUH�IDWKHUV�LQ�

ODZ�DQQRXQFH�WKHLU�VHDUFK�IRU�D�KXVEDQG�IRU�WKHLU�

GDXJKWHUV��
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,Q� WKH�SDVW�� WKHUH�ZDV�D� ULFK�PDQ�ZKR�SULGHG�

KLPVHOI� RQ� KLV� SDWLHQFH�� XQPDWFKHG� E\� RWKHUV��

7KH�ULFK�PDQ�KDG�D�EHDXWLIXO�GDXJKWHU��:KHQ�KLV�

GDXJKWHU� UHDFKHG�PDUULDJHDEOH�DJH�� WKH�ULFK�PDQ�

SRVWHG�D�QRWLFH�VD\LQJ�WKDW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�FRXOG�PDNH�

KLP�DQJU\�RU�XSVHW�ZRXOG�LPPHGLDWHO\�PDUU\�KLV�

GDXJKWHU��%XW�LI�QR�RQH�FRXOG�DFKLHYH�WKLV�ZLWKLQ�D�

PRQWK��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�EHDWHQ�RQH�KXQGUHG�ODVKHV�

DQG�VHQW�DZD\��$QJU\�ZLWK�<RX��:KR�:LOO�,�/LYH�

With?).

7KLV�ZD\�RI�RSHQLQJ�LV�QRW�XQIDPLOLDU�LQ�IDLU\�

WDOHV� LQ� JHQHUDO�� ,Q� WKH�PDUULDJH� DQQRXQFHPHQWV�

PDGH� E\� IXWXUH� IDWKHUV�LQ�ODZ�� WKHUH� DUH� XVXDOO\�

three� parts:� the� ¿rst� introduces� a� beautiful� and�
YLUWXRXV� GDXJKWHU�� WKH� VHFRQG� DQQRXQFHV� WKH�

VHDUFK� IRU� D� KXVEDQG�� DQG� WKH� WKLUG� RXWOLQHV� WKH�

FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� WKH� PDUULDJH�� 7KLV� LV� D� FRPPRQ�

RSHQLQJ�IRU�VWRULHV�ZLWK�D�PDUULDJH�WKHPH�LQ�IDLU\�

WDOHV��7KH�XQLTXHQHVV�LQ�WKH�³PDUULDJH�VHOHFWLRQ´�

VWRU\� ZLWKLQ� WKH� IRON� WDOH� JHQUH� LV� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�

FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�PDUULDJH��:KLOH�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�

LQ�IDLU\�WDOHV�ZLWK�PDJLFDO�HOHPHQWV�RIWHQ�LQYROYH�

FKDOOHQJHV�UHTXLULQJ�PDJLFDO�JLIWV��VXFK�DV�³QLQH�

WXVNHG� HOHSKDQWV�� QLQH�FODZHG� FKLFNHQV�� DQG�

QLQH�PDQHG� KRUVHV´� LQ� HYHU\GD\� IRON� WDOHV�� WKH�

FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� PDUULDJH� DUH� TXLWH� RUGLQDU\�� 7KH�

IDWKHUV�LQ�ODZ� KHUH� GR� QRW� UHTXLUH� VRQV�LQ�ODZ�

ZKR�FDQ�µFDOO�WKH�UDLQ�DQG�FRPPDQG�WKH�ZLQG�¶�EXW�

UDWKHU� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� ³ZHOO�UHDG´�� VWURQJ�� FOHYHU��

DQG� SHUVLVWHQW���� 7KHVH� DUH� DOO� YLUWXHV� DQG� WDVNV�

HVVHQWLDO� IRU� GDLO\� OLIH�� 7KXV�� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV� IRU�

PDUULDJH�VWHP�IURP�SUDFWLFDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KLV�LV�

a�speci¿c�feature�of�folk�tales�involving�intelligent�
FKDUDFWHUV�

$�UHODWLYHO\�FRPPRQ�GLUHFWLRQ� LV� WKH�VWRU\�RI�

DQ� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� ZKR� XVHV� FOHYHU� DFWLRQV�

DQG� WULFNV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� PDUULDJH� VHDUFK��

,QLWLDOO\��WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�IDFHV�FKDOOHQJHV�

VHW� E\� WKH� IXWXUH� IDWKHUV�LQ�ODZ�� /DWHU�� WKH�

intelligent�character�actively�¿nds�ways�to�“trick”�
WKH�IXWXUH�IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ��8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�ZLQV�WKH�EULGH��7KLV�VWRU\OLQH�LQFOXGHV���

VWRULHV��ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�OLVWHG�DERYH��

,Q� PRVW� FDVHV�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� PXVW�

undergo� two� steps� of� challenge.� The� ¿rst� step�
LV� ZKHQ� WKH� IXWXUH� IDWKHUV�LQ�ODZ� SUHVHQW� D�

FKDOOHQJH� WR� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� WR� SURYH�

WKH\� DUH� ZRUWK\� RI� PDUU\LQJ� WKHLU� GDXJKWHUV��

7KH�VHFRQG�VWHS�FRPHV�DIWHU�WKH�PDUULDJH��ZKHUH�

WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� FRQWLQXHV� WR� IDFH� QHZ�

FKDOOHQJHV�� $IWHU� RYHUFRPLQJ� WKHVH� WZR� VWHSV��

WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� ZLOO� OLYH� KDSSLO\� HYHU�

DIWHU��$PRQJ�WKH�VWRULHV�ZH�KDYH�VXUYH\HG����RXW�

RI���IHDWXUH�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKR�PXVW�RYHUFRPH�ERWK�

FKDOOHQJHV� VHW�E\� WKHLU� IXWXUH� IDWKHUV�LQ�ODZ��)RU�

H[DPSOH�� LQ� WKH� VWRU\� 7KH� /LWHUDWH� 6RQ�LQ�ODZ�

(Chàng� Rể� Hay� Chữ)�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�
must�¿rst�prove�his�“literacy”�to�his�future�father-
LQ�ODZ��+H�HDVLO\�SDVVHV� WKLV�FKDOOHQJH�XVLQJ�WKH�

WULFN�RI�VRDNLQJ�WKH�ERRN�DQG�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�ZRUGV��

$IWHU�PDUU\LQJ�WKH�GDXJKWHU��WKH�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�IDFHV�

DQRWKHU� FKDOOHQJH� RI� ZULWLQJ� D� IXQHUDO� HXORJ\��

WULFNLQJ� WKH� DQFHVWRUV� WR� DFNQRZOHGJH� WKDW� WKH�

ZLIH�KDV�YLRODWHG�WKH�µPRUDO�FRGH¶�E\�VXUSDVVLQJ�

KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKH�HXORJ\��7KDQNV�WR�WKLV�

FOHYHU�WULFN��WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�QHYHU�KDV�WR�

GHDO� ZLWK� ERRNV� DJDLQ�� PHDQLQJ� WKH� WUXWK� DERXW�

WKH�³/LWHUDWH�VRQ�LQ�ODZ´�UHPDLQV�KLGGHQ�IURP�WKH�

ZHDOWK\�PDQ� DQG� KLV� GDXJKWHU�� ,Q� VXFK� FDVHV�� LI�

WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU� GLG�QRW� XVH� WULFNHU\�� WKH�

WUXWK�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�FRPH�WR�OLJKW��DQG�WKH�VWRU\�

ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�D�KDSS\�HQGLQJ�

,Q� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� VWRULHV�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�RQO\�QHHGV�WR�RYHUFRPH�RQH�FKDOOHQJH�WR�

UHDFK�PDULWDO�KDSSLQHVV��+RZHYHU��ZKHWKHU�IDFLQJ�

RQH� RU� WZR� FKDOOHQJHV�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU�

PXVW� VWLOO� RYHUFRPH� DW� OHDVW� RQH� WULDO� WR� JUDVS�

happiness.� This� reÀects� the� complex� di൶culties�
RI� GDLO\� OLIH�DQG�DOVR� VHUYHV� WR� LQVSLUH�SHRSOH� WR�

GUHDP�DQG�FKHULVK�WKH�YDOXH�RI�KDSSLQHVV�

��� 3UREOHPDWLF� 6LWXDWLRQ� �!� ,QWHOOLJHQW�

&KDUDFWHU� $SSHDUV� �!� 6ROYHV� WKH� 3UREOHP� �!�

3HRSOH¶V�+DSSLQHVV

7KH�VWRULHV�LQ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�VWUXFWXUH�RIWHQ�EHJLQ�

with� a� problematic� situation,� creating� conÀict�
DQG�DURXVLQJ�WKH�FXULRVLW\�RI�WKH�DXGLHQFH��7KHVH�

VLWXDWLRQV� DUH� W\SLFDOO\� FRQVWUXFWHG� WKURXJK�
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conÀicts�arising�from�human�greed,�jealousy,�and�
SURPLVFXLW\�

)RU�H[DPSOH�>�@��LQ�&KLFNHQ�0HDW�WR�3RLVRQ�WKH�

+XVEDQG�� the�conÀict�arises� from�a� sudden�dead�
ERG\� DSSHDULQJ� LQ�+RD¶V� \DUG��7KH� VWRU\� EHJLQV�

with� a� married� couple� in� conÀict:� the� wife� is�
JUHHG\��XQIDLWKIXO��DQG�SODQV�WR�NLOO�KHU�KXVEDQG��

7KH� KXVEDQG� GLVFRYHUV� WKH� SORW� DQG� SUHWHQGV� WR�

EH�D�GLYLQH�EHLQJ��FDXVLQJ�KLV�ZLIH� WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�

KLP�DQG�NLOO�KHU�ORYHU��7KH�ERG\�LV�WKHQ�PRYHG�WR�

Hoa’s�house,�carrying�the�jealousy�and�sel¿shness�
RI�KXPDQV�

6LPLODUO\��LQ�2OG�VZLQGOHU�WUDSSHG�RU�FXQQLQJ�

ZRPDQ� WKH� SUREOHPDWLF� VLWXDWLRQ� EHJLQV� ZLWK�

a� conÀict� over� greed� and� trickery,� leading� to� a�
FRQIURQWDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�VWRU\�

7KHVH� SUREOHPDWLF� VLWXDWLRQV� LQ� WKLV� VWUXFWXUH�

QRW� RQO\� DSSHDU� LQ� VWRULHV� ZKHUH� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU� XVHV� WULFNV� WR� UHVROYH� WKHP� EXW� DOVR�

LQ� RWKHU� W\SHV� RI� WDOHV�� 1RWDEO\�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHUV� LQ�WKHVH�VWRULHV�DUH�RIWHQ�IHPDOH��VXFK�

DV�WKH�JLUO�LQ�&KLFNHQ�0HDW�WR�3RLVRQ�WKH�+XVEDQG�

DQG�WKH�ZLIH�LQ�³�2OG�VZLQGOHU�WUDSSHG�RU�FXQQLQJ�

ZRPDQ´�

By�constructing�conÀicts�and�contradictions�in�
VXFK�D�ZD\��WKH�IRON�DXWKRUV�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�VWRULHV�

PRUH� FDSWLYDWLQJ�� HQJDJLQJ�� DQG� VWLPXODWLQJ�

WKH� LPDJLQDWLRQ� RI� OLVWHQHUV�� %HJLQQLQJ� ZLWK� D�

SUREOHPDWLF� VLWXDWLRQ� QRW� RQO\� KLJKOLJKWV� WKH�

essence�of�the�story�but�also�reÀects�the�creativity�
LQ�WKH�VWRU\WHOOLQJ�DUW�RI�DQFLHQW�WLPHV�

��� ,QWHOOLJHQW� &KDUDFWHU� �!� &KDOOHQJH� �!�

2YHUFRPLQJ�WKH�&KDOOHQJH��!�+DSS\�(QGLQJ

,QWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�9LHWQDPHVH�IRON�WDOHV�

DUH� YHU\� GLYHUVH�� WKH\� FDQ� EH� WKLHYHV�� ZLGRZV��

ZLYHV��VFKRODUV��HWF��+RZHYHU��WKH�FRPPRQ�SRLQW�

LV�WKDW�WKH\�DOO�XVH�FOHYHU�WULFNV�WR�UHJDLQ�KDSSLQHVV��

ERWK�VSLULWXDO�DQG�PDWHULDO�

7KLV� VWUXFWXUDO� W\SH� KDV� YDULRXV� ZD\V� RI�

EHJLQQLQJ�� VXFK� DV� GLUHFWO\� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH�

LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHU� RU� FUHDWLQJ� D� SUREOHPDWLF�

VLWXDWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�� LQ�7KH�JLUO�ZKR�GHFHLYHG�

WKH� PRQN�� WKH� YLOODJH� KHDG�� DQG� WKH� GLVWULFW�

PDJLVWUDWH��WKH�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHU�LV�LQWURGXFHG�

GLUHFWO\�� ,Q� 7KH� WDONLQJ� GRJ� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHU�LV�LQWURGXFHG�DIWHU�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�JUHHG\�

ROG�KRXVH�RZQHU��DQG� LQ�&KLFNHQ�PHDW�WR�SRLVRQ�

WKH�KXVEDQG��WKH�VWRU\�EHJLQV�ZLWK�D�SUREOHPDWLF�

VLWXDWLRQ�LQYROYLQJ�D�GHDG�ERG\�LQ�+RD¶V�\DUG�

These� stories� typically� start� brieÀy,� either�
GLUHFWO\� RU� LQGLUHFWO\� WKURXJK� SUREOHPDWLF�

VLWXDWLRQV��0RUHRYHU�� WKH�JHQHUDO�QDWXUH�RI� WKHVH�

VWRULHV� LV� PDGH� FOHDU� ZLWK� SKUDVHV� OLNH� ³2QFH�

XSRQ�D� WLPH���´� RU� ³,Q�D� FHUWDLQ� YLOODJH���´��0RVW�

characters� do� not� have� speci¿c� names� but� are�
UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�JHQHUDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��VXFK�DV�³WKH�

JURRP�´�³7KH�GLVWULFW�PDJLVWUDWH�´�RU�³7KH�FOHYHU�

ER\�´

7KH�FKDLQ�VWUXFWXUH�LV�D�QRWDEOH�IHDWXUH�RI�WKLV�

W\SH� RI� VWRU\�� +RZHYHU�� WKHVH� DUH� QRW� UDQGRP�

DQHFGRWHV��WKH�HYHQWV�IROORZ�D�ORJLFDO�DQG�RUGHUO\�

VHTXHQFH�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�DQG�PDLQ�VWRU\��

7KH� HQGLQJV� RI� WKHVH� VWRULHV� DUH� DOZD\V� KDSS\��

reÀecting�the�people’s�desire�for�intelligence�and�
MXVWLFH�

The� intelligent� character� not� only� ¿nds�
KDSSLQHVV� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV�� VXFK� DV� PDUU\LQJ� WKH�

JLUO�LQ�WKH�³EULGH�VHOHFWLRQ´�VWRULHV��EXW�DOVR�EULQJV�

KDSSLQHVV� WR� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� WKURXJK� DFWLRQV�

RI� IDLUQHVV� DQG� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� VXFK� DV� D� MXGJH�

UHVWRULQJ�MXVWLFH�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�

4.2.2.�The�Art�of�Creating�Story�ConÀicts

D��Exaggeration�and�Ampli¿cation

7KURXJK� UHVHDUFK�� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW� IRON�

authors�have�created�conÀict�in�stories�through�the�
exaggeration�and�ampli¿cation�of�actions,�turning�
RUGLQDU\� HYHQWV� LQWR� FOHYHU� DQG� LQJHQLRXV� DFWV�

that� are� captivating.� This� reÀects� the� hopes� and�
EHOLHIV�RI�WKH�FRPPRQ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�SDVW�UHJDUGLQJ�

LQWHOOHFW�DQG�FUHDWLYH�DELOLWLHV�LQ�OLIH�

,Q� WKH� IRON� WDOHV� RI� 9LHWQDP�� WKH� VWRULHV� RI�

intelligent� characters� focus� on� social� conÀict,�
where�these�characters�face�o൵�against�the�ruling�
classes� such� as� landlords,� o൶cials,� and� kings.�
7KHVH�DUH�QRW�FKDUDFWHUV�ZLWK�PDJLFDO�SRZHUV��EXW�

UDWKHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�UHO\�RQ�LQWHOOHFW��H[SHULHQFH��
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DQG�TXLFN�WKLQNLQJ��7KH�VWRULHV�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�UROH�

RI� LQWHOOLJHQFH� LQ� OLIH� DQG� WKH�DELOLW\� WR� DGDSW� WR�

FKDOOHQJHV�

,QWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� RIWHQ� GHSLFWHG�

DV� TXLFN�ZLWWHG�� DUWLFXODWH�� DQG� ORJLFDO�� 7KH\�

XVH� WKHLU� LQWHOOHFW� DQG� FOHYHU� ZRUGV� WR� UHVROYH�

conÀicts,�leading�to�happy�endings.�For�example,�
WKH� FOHYHU� ER\� LQ� 7KH� FOHYHU� FKLOG� LV� QRW� DIUDLG�

WR�HQWHU� WKH�GUDJRQ¶V�GHQ�WR� VDYH�WKH�YLOODJH�DQG�

XVHV�KLV�LQWHOOHFW�WR�JDLQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�KHOS�WKH�

country.�Similarly,�characters�like�Hiền�in�6FKRODU�
+LHQ� DQG� RWKHU� FOHYHU� FKDUDFWHUV� DOVR� EULQJ� MR\�

DQG�KDSSLQHVV�WR�WKRVH�DURXQG�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKHLU�

LQWHOOHFW�DQG�TXLFN�UHVSRQVHV�

The�conÀicts�in�stories�about�young�intelligent�
characters�solving�riddles�are�often�social�conÀicts�
EHWZHHQ� FRPPRQ�SHRSOH� DQG� WKH� UXOHUV�� VXFK� DV�

the� king,�o൶cials,� or� the� ruling�class� in� general.�
+RZHYHU��WKHVH�DUH�QRW�OLIH�RU�GHDWK�VWUXJJOHV��%\�

EXLOGLQJ�\RXQJ��FOHYHU�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKR�FDQ�UHVSRQG�

TXLFNO\��IRON�DXWKRUV�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�

RI�LQWHOOHFW��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�FOHYHUQHVV�UHTXLUHG�WR�

EULQJ�KDSSLQHVV�WR�SHRSOH¶V�OLYHV�

,QWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� LQ� IRON� WDOHV� DUH� RIWHQ�

depicted� as� honest,� wise� o൶cials� who� embody�
WKH� SHRSOH¶V� DVSLUDWLRQV� IRU� MXVWLFH� DQG� IDLUQHVV��

$OWKRXJK� WKHVH� VWRULHV� GR� QRW� XVH� PDJLFDO�

HOHPHQWV�� WKH\� VWLOO� FDSWLYDWH� UHDGHUV� ZLWK� WKHLU�

LOORJLFDO� ORJLF�� 7KH� WDOHQWV� DQG� LQWHOOHFW� RI� WKH�

clever� characters� allow� them� to� ¿nd� solutions,�
HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�QR�FOHDU�FOXHV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��

LQ�:LVH�-XGJPHQW��Phân�xử�tài�tình),�the�cases�are�
UHVROYHG� WKURXJK� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� REVHUYH�� UHDVRQ��

DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�KXPDQ�SV\FKRORJ\�

The� conÀicts� in� stories� about� intelligent�
FKDUDFWHUV�RIWHQ�UHYROYH�DURXQG�VRFLDO�LVVXHV�OLNH�

ULJKW�YV��ZURQJ��ULFK�YV��SRRU��DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�YV��

WKH�RSSUHVVHG��,Q�WKH�³EULGH�VHOHFWLRQ´�PRWLI�� WKH�

clever�poor�boy�often�faces�conÀict�with�the�greedy�
IDWKHU�LQ�ODZ� WKURXJK� KDUVK�PDUULDJH� FRQGLWLRQV��

)RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� 0LVV� &KLQ�� PDQ\� \RXQJ� PHQ�

ZRUN�IRU�IUHH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IDLO�WR�PHHW�WKH�IDWKHU�

LQ�ODZ¶V�VWULQJHQW�PDUULDJH�FRQGLWLRQV��7KH�KXPRU�

DQG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�LQ�WKH�WULFNHU\�RI�WKH�VXLWRUV�FUHDWH�

WKH�FKDUP�RI�WKHVH�VWRULHV�

,QWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� QRW� SDVVLYH�� WKH\�

DFWLYHO\� UHDVRQ� DQG� WDNH� DFWLRQ� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI�

challenges.�They�not�only�overcome�di൶culties�for�
WKHPVHOYHV�EXW�DOVR�EULQJ�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�MXVWLFH�WR�

RWKHUV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKURXJK�WKHLU�FOHYHUQHVV��WKH\�

help�the�poor�¿nd�joy�or�restore�justice�in�wrongful�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� ,QWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� OLNH�

³IDLU\�JRGSDUHQWV´�LQ�IDLU\�WDOHV��EULQJLQJ�PLUDFOHV�

WR�OLIH�WKURXJK�WKHLU�LQWHOOHFW�DQG�DGDSWDELOLW\�

E��7\SLFDO�0RWLIV

0RWLIV�DQG�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�PRWLIV�LQ�IDLU\�WDOHV�

play�an�important� role� in�reÀecting�the� ideology,�
FKDUDFWHU� VWUXFWXUH�� DQG� VRFLDO� FRQGLWLRQV� RI�

HDFK� KLVWRULFDO� SHULRG�� $QDO\]LQJ� WKH� PRWLI� RI�

LQWHOOLJHQFH�LQ�IRON�WDOHV�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH\�IROORZ�D�

principle�of�challenges,�turning�points,�and�reÀect�
the�thinking�of�di൵erent�nations.�Dinh�Gia�Khanh�
FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\�LQ�IDLU\�WDOHV�

LV� RIWHQ� H[SUHVVHG� WKURXJK� WKH� FRQWHQW� RI� VRFLDO�

VWUXJJOH�

9�� ,D�� 3URSS�� LQ� KLV� VWXG\� RI� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� RI�

IDLU\�WDOHV�WKURXJK�D�KLVWRULFDO�PHWKRG��GHWHUPLQHG�

WKDW�IDLU\�WDOHV�DUH�PDGH�XS�RI�FKDUDFWHU�IXQFWLRQV�

DQG�PRWLIV��ZKHUH�WKH�IRUP�LV�VWDEOH�DQG�WKH�SORW�

changes� Àexibly.� He� identi¿ed� seven� types� of�
FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�DFWLRQV�

7KH�PRWLI�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�IDLU\�WDOHV�LV�RIWHQ�

expressed� through� di൶cult� situations,� exploring�
WKH�FKDUDFWHU¶V�SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�IDWH��)RON�WDOHV�GR�

QRW� XVH�PDJLFDO� SRZHUV� EXW� UHO\� RQ� LQWHOOLJHQFH�

DQG� FOHYHU� WULFNV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� LQ� WKH� VWRU\�2OG�

VZLQGOHU� WUDSSHG� RU� FXQQLQJ� ZRPDQ�� WKH� FOHYHU�

ZLIH� GHFHLYHV� WKH� JUHHG\� WKLHI� WR� UHWULHYH� WKH�

SURSHUW\�� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� KXPDQ� LQJHQXLW\� DQG�

Àexibility�in�life.

,Q� DQLPDO� IDLU\� WDOHV�� WKH� LQWHOOLJHQW� DQLPDOV��

RIWHQ� VPDOO�� XVH� FOHYHU� WULFNV� WR� RXWZLW� WKH�

VWURQJHU�RQHV��7KH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�UDEELW�LV�D�W\SLFDO�

UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� DJLOLW\�� FOHYHUQHVV��



3KDP�7KL�7KX�+X\HQ�9RO�����1R��B2FWREHU�����_�S��������

���_

and� calmness� in� dangerous� situations,� reÀecting�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�DQG�RSWLPLVP��7KHVH�VWRULHV�QRW�RQO\�

HQWHUWDLQ�EXW�DOVR�FRQYH\�OLIH�OHVVRQV�DQG�KXPDQH�

messages�through�the�personi¿cation�of�animals.

7KXV�� WKH� PRWLI� RI� WULFNHU\� LQ� WKH� IRON� WDOHV�

RI�9LHWQDP� VKDUHV� VLPLODULWLHV� ZLWK� WKH� PRWLI� RI�

WULFNHU\� LQ� DQLPDO� IDLU\� WDOHV�� ,Q� ERWK� W\SHV� RI�

VWRULHV��WKH�PRWLI�RI�WULFNHU\�LV�FHQWUDO��VKRZFDVLQJ�

WKH�FOHYHUQHVV�DQG�DJLOLW\�RI�LQWHOOLJHQW�FKDUDFWHUV��

:KHWKHU� WKH� FOHYHU� FKDUDFWHU� LV� KXPDQ� RU� DQ�

DQLPDO�� OLIH� UHTXLUHV� ZLW� DQG� UHVRXUFHIXOQHVV��

2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� E\� FRQVWUXFWLQJ� WKH�PRWLI� RI�

WULFNHU\� LQ� VWRULHV� DERXW� LQWHOOLJHQW� FKDUDFWHUV��

IRON� DXWKRUV� ZDQWHG� WR� FRQYH\� WKHLU� GUHDPV� RI�

human� adaptability� and� Àexibility� in� the� face�
of� life’s� di൶culties� and� challenges.� The� saying�
ZLWKRXW�WULFNHU\��RQH�FDQQRW�VXFFHHG�(không�mẹo�
trẹo� xương)� is� a� testament� to� the� importance� of�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�LQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�

5.�Conclusion�

7KH� JHQUH� RI� VWRULHV� IHDWXULQJ� LQWHOOLJHQW�

FKDUDFWHUV�LQ�9LHWQDPHVH�IRON�WDOHV�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�

LQ�VHYHUDO�DVSHFWV��)LUVWO\��WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�SORW�LV�

RUJDQL]HG�LQ�IRXU�PDLQ�GLUHFWLRQV��HDFK�LOOXVWUDWLQJ�

GLVWLQFW� IHDWXUHV�DQG�PHDQLQJV� WKDW� KLJKOLJKW� WKH�

FKDUDFWHU¶V�WUDLWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�DUW�RI�FUHDWLQJ�

conÀict� is� presented� through� techniques� such� as�
exaggeration,� ampli¿cation,� and� typical� motifs,�
ZKLFK� HQKDQFH� WKH� VWRU\¶V� DSSHDO� DQG� DHVWKHWLF�

YDOXH��7KLV� W\SH� RI� VWRU\� QRW�RQO\� HQWHUWDLQV� EXW�

also� instills� con¿dence� and� optimism� in� readers�
DERXW� WKH� LQWHOOHFWXDO�DELOLWLHV�RI�SHRSOH��'HVSLWH�

living� in� di൶cult� circumstances,� the� common�
SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� SDVW� GHPRQVWUDWHG� TXDOLWLHV� RI�

LQWHOOHFW�� ORYH��DQG� UHVSHFW� IRU�KXPDQLW\� WKURXJK�

WKHVH�VWRULHV��7KLV�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�GHHS�FXOWXUDO�

DQG�VSLULWXDO�YDOXHV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�IRON�WDOHV�

Acknowledgements�

7KLV�UHVHDUFK�LV�IXQGHG�E\�7DQ�7UDR�8QLYHUVLW\�

LQ�7X\HQ�4XDQJ��9LHW�1DP�

REFFERENCES

&KL�� 1�� '�� �������� 7KH� 7UHDVXUH� RI� 9LHWQDPHVH�

)DLU\� 7DOHV�� +D� 1RL�� 9LHWQDP� (GXFDWLRQ�

3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH�

&RPSOHWH� &ROOHFWLRQ� RI� 9LHWQDPHVH� )RON�

/LWHUDWXUH�� 9ROXPH� 9,,�� (YHU\GD\�/LIH� )DLU\�

7DOHV�� 9LHWQDP� $FDGHP\� RI� 6RFLDO� 6FLHQFHV��

�������� +DQRL�� 6RFLDO� 6FLHQFH� 3XEOLVKLQJ�

+RXVH�

Dinh� Gia� Khanh,� C.� X.� (1972).� 7H[WERRN� RI�
9LHWQDPHVH�/LWHUDU\�+LVWRU\��9ROXPHV���DQG����

+D�1RL��8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�9RFDWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�

3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH���

/H�%D�+DQ��7��'�� ��������'LFWLRQDU\�RI�/LWHUDU\�

7HUPV���+DQRL��9LHWQDP�(GXFDWLRQ�3XEOLVKLQJ�

+RXVH���

/LWHUDWXUH��,��R����������&ROOHFWLRQ�RI�9LHWQDPHVH�

)RON�/LWHUDWXUH��,Q�)DLU\�7DOHV��+DQRL��9LHWQDP�

(GXFDWLRQ�3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH�

3KDP�7KX�<HQ��(GLWRU���1��%����������7H[WERRN�RI�

9LHWQDPHVH�)RON�/LWHUDWXU���+DQRL��8QLYHUVLW\�

RI�(GXFDWLRQ�3XEOLVKHUV��+DQRL���

7KH�7UHDVXUH�RI�9LHWQDPHVH�)DLU\�7DOHV�E\�1JX\HQ�

'RQJ� &KL� �� �������� +DQRL�� 6RFLDO� 6FLHQFH�

3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH�

7KX��1��+����������:KDW�,V�D�:RUN�RI�)RON�$UW�DQG�

,WV�0DLQ�&KDUDFWHULVWLFV��$UW�5HVHDUFK�-RXUQD��

S����

7XX��+��7����������9LHWQDPHVH�)RON�/LWHUDWXUH��+D�

1RL��9LHWQDP�(GXFDWLRQ�3XEOLVKLQJ�+RXVH���


