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Viéce bao ton ngon ngit (NN) cac dan toc thiéu sb (DTTS) ¢ Viét Nam (VN) hién nay duoc coi 1a
cap thiét, do yéu cau cua gido duc, van hod truyén thong va nhi€u mét khac trong doi song. Nhung quan
trong hon ca la phai bao ton va phat trién nhitng nét ban sac trong van hda truyén thong cia moi DTTS,
trong d6 co tieng me dé cua ho.

Loi canh bao vé nguy co tiéu vong ciia nhiéu NN trén thé gidi khong loai trir d6i véi thuc té
hién nay & VN.

Céc chinh sach ctia Nha nudc Viét Nam hién nay hoan toan phii hop vdi tinh than va nhiing
c¢b ging cua cong dong qudc té. O VN, dd cé mot s6 NN DTTS duoc sir dung trén Dai phat thanh va
truyén hinh, bién soan cac sach: Tu dién doi dich, nglt phdp, gido khoa... Nhiéu mo hinh gido duc
NN dang duoc thuc hanh ¢ VN, trong d6 NN cac DTTS dugc str dung nhu doi tugng hodc phuong
tién day - hoc.

Nhan t6 quan trong nhat dem lai sitc sdng cho cac NN, 1a dugc truyén day va cé vai tro tich
cuc trong doi song xa hoi.

Hi vong diéu d6 sé 1a trién vong d6i véi NN cac DTTS & VN.

Tw khéa: Bdo ton, bao ton ngon ngir; dan toc thiéu so,; nguy co tiéu vong

ABSTRACT

The preservation of the minority (ethnic minority) languages in Vietnam (VN) is now
considered to be essential due to the requirements of education, culture media and many other
aspects of life. But more importantly, we need to preserve and develop identified features in cultural
tradition of each ethnic minorities, including their mother tongue.

The warning about the danger of the death of many languages on the world does not exclude
with the nowadays situation in VN.

The Government 's policy in Vietnam now fully consist with the spirit and the efforts of the
international community. In VN, some ethnic minority languages are used on radio and television,
written books: dictionaries for translation, grammar, textbooks... Many models of language
education where the ethnic minority languages are used as objects or means for teaching - learning
are being practiced VN.

The most important factor in bringing the vitality for ethnic minority languages is: being
taught and having an active role in social life.

Hope that it will bring prospect for the ethnic minority languages in VN.
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*Vién Tur dién hoc va Bach khoa thu Viét Nam
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1. Bai viét nay dat ra yéu cu bao ton va
phat trién cac ngdn ngit (tiéng me dé) cua cac
DTTS ¢ Viét Nam - mot trong nhitng nét lam
nén ban sic van héa truyén thong cia cac dan
tdc nay, trong giai doan hién nay.

2. Viét Nam 1a mét qudc gia da din
toc va da ngon ngir

Theo Danh muc cdc thanh phin déin
toc Viét Nam (do Tong cuc Thong ké cong bd
ngdy 21/03/1989) trén lanh thd nude ta co 54
dan toc, bao gém: Kinh, Tay, Thdi, Muwong,
Kho Me, Hméng, Nimg, Hoa, Dao, Gia Rai, E
Dé, Ba Na, San Chay, Cham, Co Ho, Xo
Dang, San Diu, Hré, Ra Glai, Mnong, Xtiéng,
Thé, Bru - Vin Kiéu, Kho M, Co Tu, Gidy,
Ta Oi, Ma, Gie - Triéng, Co, Cho Ro, Xinh
Mun, Ha Nhi, Chu Ru, Lao, Khadng, La Chi,
Phu La, La Hu, La Ha, Pa Then, Lu, Ngdi,
Chirt, L6 Lé, Mang, Co Lao, B6 Y, Cong, Si
La, Pu Péo, Ro Mam, Brdu, O Pu.

Theo cach hiéu phé bién, tuong tng véi
54 dan tdc phai la 54 ngén ngir. N6i chung la
nhu vdy. Trén thuc té thi tinh hinh lai khong
don gian vay: S6 luong cic ngdn ngit & Viét
Nam chéc phai 16n hon con s6 54. Cé dan toc
gdm cac nhom voi cac tiéng me dé khac nhau.
Mot sb tai liéu ude doan, Viét Nam cé khoang
93 ngdn ngit khic nhau va rat nhiéu céc tiéng
dia phuong (phuong ngir, thd ngit). Tuy nhién,
nhin chung, mdi cong déng DTTS déu ¢ ngon
ngit ciia riéng minh (goi 1a “tiéng me dé” hay
“ngdbn ngit toc ngudi”), dong thoi st dung
tiéng Viét (tiéng cua dan toc Kinh) 1am ngon
ngir giao tiép chung (goi 13 “tiéng pho thong”).

3. Loi canh bao va nguy co ddi véi
ngon ngir cac dan toc thiéu sé

3.1. Loi canh bado

Thuc té thi nguy co tiéu vong khéng
nhimg dbi véi ngon ngit cac DTTS & Viét
Nam, ma c6 tinh chét toan cau. Theo cic nha
khoa hoc, hién nay trén thé gidi c6 khoang
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6.500 ngdn ngit, nhung chi c6 khoang 3.000 -
4.000 ngdn ngir dang dwoc truyén lai cho cac
thé hé sau, s6 con lai dang dung trudc ngudng
ctra tiéu vong. Mot s6 nha khoa hoc cho rang
hang nam thé gidi c6 khoang 12 ngdn ngit bién
méat. Mot s6 khac dua ra nhan xét: O thoi hién
dai, cir mot thé ki thi 50% s6 ngon ngit dang
c6 s& bi mat. Co ngudi lai dua ra con sé déng
budn hon: Do tac dong ciia toan cau hoa, trong
thé ki 21, khoang 90% sb ngdn ngit trén thé
gidi s€ chi con trong ki trc cuia nhan loai.

3.2. Va nguy co co that

Loi canh béo trén khong loai trir ddi véi
thuc té hién nay & nudc ta: Nguy co tiéu vong
dang de doa phan 16n cac ngdén ngit DTTS &
Viét Nam.

Khi danh gia vé stc sinh ton va phat
trién cia mot ngdn ngit, trude hét phai thay
duoc nhitng nhan té chinh ¢6 anh huong dén
né. D6 1a cac nhan t6 vira khach quan vira chu
quan: Déan s6 hoc, van héa - ngon ngir, tam 1i
x4 hoi, chinh sach cia nha nudc... Tinh hinh &
Viét Nam nhu sau:

Vé mdt dan sé hoc: SO ngudi ndi cac
ngon ngit DTTS & Viét Nam khong nhiéu (dac
biét it so vdi tiéng Viét). Trong sé cac DTTS &
Viét Nam, cdc dan tdc trén mot triéu nguoi rat
it (Tay, Thai, Mudng, Kho me); chi yéu 1a cac
dan toc c6 s6 dan dudi 1 triéu nguoi; cac dan
toc c¢6 dan sé dudi 10 ngan nguoi, tham chi
dudi 1 ngan nguoi khong it (La Hu, La Ha, Pa
Thén, Ly, Ngai, Chat, L6 Lo, Mang, Co Lao,
B4 Y, Cong, Si La, Pu Péo, Ro Mam, Bréau, O
Du). Cac DTTS ¢ Viét Nam lai thuong cu tra
phan tan xen k& vdi cac dan tdc khac, nghia Ia
s6 lugng ngudi ndi mot ngdn ngir trong mot
don vi dia li - hanh chinh khong cao va khong
tap trung. SO nguodi néi duge cac ngdn ngir
DTTS thuong thudc ltra tudi gia va trung nién,
s6 nguoi tudi thanh nién it hon, va s tré em it

hon nita, thAm chi nhiéu tr¢ em khong biét
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(chuyén sang noi ngdén ngit khac) hoic ndi
ngon ngit khac nhidu hon, thao hon tiéng me
dé cua minh...

Theo 1& ty nhién, cac ngdn ngit c6 sb
lugng nguoi ndi it, lai phan tan, khong cé
nhiéu d6 tudi su dung..., thi rat cAn bdo dong
vé su sinh ton cta chung.

Vé nhén té vin héa - ngon ngir: Hién
nay, qua ntra sé6 DTTS ¢ Viét Nam da c6 chi
viét: Tay, Thai, Hoa, Kho Me, Nung, Hmong,
Dao, Gia Rai, E Pé, Ba Na, Cham, San Chay,
Xo bang, Hré, Co Ho, Co Tu, Ra Glai,
Mnong, Xtiéng, Bru - Van Kiéu, Lo Lo, Gié -
Triéng, Co, Cho Ro, Lao, Pa Thén, Lu... Bay
la cac hé théng chit ¢ truyén hodc “mai”, ¢o
chit dang vudng gdc Han (trong dé ¢ cac hé
chit “N6m”), dang Sanscrit, dang Latin va ca
dang chit hinh v&. C6 dan tdc co tdi vai ba bo
chit (Cham, Thai, Tay, Hmdng...).

Trong doi song, chit viét (mot dang cua
ngdn ngit) co vai trdo dang ké trong bao ton
va phat trién ngdn ngir (dé gido duc; dé bién
soan cdc sich cong cu nhu tir dién, ngi
phap; sach gido khoa; dé hinh thanh ngén
ngit vin hoc trén co s& khau ngi...), gitp
cho viée ghi chép va truyén ba cac tic pham
van nghé truyén théng va sang tac méi, dung
trong in 4n, phat thanh va truyén hinh...
Chinh chir viét gitip cho ngén ngit c6 thé
phat huy chirc ning xi hoi rong 16n hon. Dbi
v6i cac dan toc rat it ngudi, ngén ngit cb
nguy co tiéu vong, chir viét 1a diéu kién dé
duy tri su sinh tén va gitp ngdn ngit d6 phat
trién. Ly vi du cho diéu vira néi, c6 18 chinh
la tiéng Viét van hoc hién nay vdi vai tro cua
chit Quéc ngir.

Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, cac hé théng chir
noi trén c6 pham vi st dung rat hep, chua dugc
nhiéu ngudi biét, nén khong cé duge ich loi 13
rét. Hon thé van con gdn mot nira s6 DTTS
chua c6 chir viét.

Pa sd ngdn ngit cac DTTS & Viét Nam
hién nay khong duoc truyén day cé té chirc ma
chi duoc truyén day tu nhién hodc dang “thu
nghiém”, va chi duoc dung dudi dang khau
nglr, trong pham vi gia dinh, lang ban...,
thuong bi cac ngdn ngit ciia cac dan toc co sb
dan 16n hon (trong d6 c6 tiéng Viét) lan 4t
trong rat nhiéu hoan canh giao tiép, ké ca ¢ gia
dinh, lang ban.

Hién nay ¢ ving dong bao cac DTTS,
phd bién 13 trang thai st dung dong thoi hai
ngon ngir: Tiéng Viét va tiéng me dé cla cac
DTTS. Tuy nhién, ) nguoi thudc cac dan toc
thiéu sd biét tiéng me dé that su sdu sic, biét
chir va viét dugc van ban rét it gap. Tiéng ndi
riéng cia cac DTTS hién dang dung trudc
nguy co bi ling quén hodc pha tron dén mirc
nhiéu khi mat ca nét ban sic, bj giam thiéu cac
chtrc nang xa hdi, chi dugc dung trong mat sb
hoan canh giao tiép nhit dinh ¢ gia dinh va
lang x6m, chi & dang khau ngir (khong & dang
ngoén nglr thanh van véi sy tham gia cua chir
viét...), trd nén nghéo nan va kém dan sirc
biéu cam do khong duoc bao ton va phat trién.

Theo 1€ tu nhi€n, mot ngoén ngir it dugc
truyén day va sir dung trong doi song cong
ddng, thi sirc séng rat han ché.

Vé nhén té tam Ii - xa hgi: O Viét Nam
khong hoac rat it gap thai do ki thi dan toc
cling nhu sy ki thi ngdn ngt cac DTTS. Tuy
nhién, vi nhiéu nguyén nhan khac nhau, chu
yéu vi li do kinh t& (vi su muu sinh) céc bac
cha me thugc DTTS thudong phai hudng con
cai chu yéu t6i viéc nim viing tiéng Viét va
cac ngoai ngit (Anh, Phap, Hoa, Han Qudc...)
va tam géc lai ndi lo lang vé s lang quén tiéng
me dé cua minh. Hodc do céach hiéu co ph?ln

phién dién trudc cac gia tri van hda, hoac chua
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hinh dung du 6 vé phuong thirc tién hanh, mot
s6 nha quan li va cic chuyén gia ciing lang
tranh hodc tra 101 chung chung trudc nhiing
cau hoi: “Day va hoc ngén ngit cac DTTS dé
lam gi? Nén day - hoc va st dung ching nhu
thé nao?”..

Thuc té 1a & Viét Nam hién nay, c6 du
cac murc do vé src sdng cua cic ngdn ngit. D6
la: “khoe manh”; “suy yéu”, “nguy cap”; “hau
nhu chi con trong ki wc”. O day xin néi vé cac
mirc d6 c6 thé dan dén nguy co tiéu vong:

“Suy yéu”: Chi cic ngdn ngit dang mat
dan cac chtrc ning 1am phuong tién giao tiép;
pham vi sir dung hep (cha yéu chi & gia dinh,
lang ban); sb luong ngudi néi it (dudi 1 triéu
nguoi) va khong su dung thuong xuyén... Pa
sb céc ngdén ngt DTTS ¢ Viét Nam thuc loai
nay hodc & mirc thap hon.

“Nguy cdp”: Chi cac ngdn ngit rat it
duoc st dung; chi dugc dung ¢ gia dinh lang
ban, nhung cé xu hudng khong dung & thé hé
tré, s6 lugng ngudi noi rat it (tir 100 nguoi dén
vai ngan nguoi), chiu 4p luc rit manh tir cac
ngodn ngir khéc... Cac ngdn ngir ndy cé thé tiéu
vong trong vai thap ki téi. O Viét Nam, c6 mot
) ngon ngit nhu vay: Pu Péo; Co Lao; La Chi;
La Ha; Céng; Si La; Ro Mam...

“Hau nhu chi con trong ki (rc”: Chi cac
ngdn ngit c6 s lugng ngudi néi hiém hoi. Mot
s6 ngdn ngit chi co vai ba nguoi gia con nhd,
va chi ding trong mot s6 hoan canh dic biét:
Ctng bai, béi toan, gip ngudi dong toc noi
khac dén... Pa sb ngudi cac cong dong nay da
quén tiéng me dé, tham chi coi tiéng dan toc
khac 1a tiéng me dé ctia minh. Ching han:
Ngudi Tu Di (cta dan toc BS Y) hién chi ndi
bang tiéng Hoa; ngudi La Ha, O du chu yéu
n6i bang tiéng Thai; ngudi San Chi (thudc dan
toc San Chay) ¢ Thai Nguyén chi biét noi
tiéng Viét...
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Mot ngdn ngit khi da khong con la “khoe
manh” va c6 xu huéng “suy yéu, nguy cap”, thi
mot cau hoéi can dat ra vé no, 1a: “To be or not to
be? - Ton tai hay khong ton tai?”.

4. Tai sao cin phai bao ton va phat
trién cac ngdn ngir ciia cac din toc thiéu s6?

4.1. Trudce hét, didu d6 gép phan bao ton
va phat trién sy da dang vin hoa trong qudc
gia da dan toc Viét Nam, qua viéc bao tdn va
phat trién nhitng nét ban sic vin hoa truyén
thdng ciia mdi DTTS, trong dé cé tiéng me dé
cua dan toc nay.

Thuc té thi ngdn ngit khong chi 1a mot
thanh t6 co ban cta van hod, mot biéu hién cua
nhiing gié tri nhan van, ma con la phuong tién
dé hinh thanh, luu truyén cac hinh thai van héa
khac, hé théng tri thue ban dia quan trong nhét
trong doi séng van hoa tinh than cua mot dan
toc. Diéu d6 ciing gbp phan bao tdn va phat
trién su da dang trong van héa Viét Nam.

Hién nay ¢ Viét Nam, ngon ngit la
mot trong nhirng tiéu chi quan trong nhat dé
phan bi¢t dan tdc nay vdi dan toc khac.
Ngon ngit ciing 12 yéu td lién két cac thanh
vién cua toc nguoi.

Nhitng tiéu chi xdc dinh thanh phan dan
toc ¢ Viét Nam hién nay la:

- Théng nhét chung vé van hoa vat chit
va tinh than

- Théng nhét chung vé ngdn ngir

- Théng nhét chung v& ¥ thirc tdc nguoi va
tén goi (toc danh).

Mot sy hinh dung u am: Mat di tiéng me
dé va nhiing nét van héa truyén théng khac, cic
DTTS trong tuong lai s& gidng nhau nhu nhiing
giot nudc trén mot dong song, va déu gidng
nguoi Kinh.

4.2. Bao ton va phat trién cac ngdn ngit
ctia cac DTTS con c6 y nghia thuc té khac: O
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Viét Nam, van dé quan hé giita cac ngon ngf,
gido duc ngdn ngit va st dung ngdn ngit (trong
d6 c6 tiéng me dé cua cac DTTS va ca tiéng
Viét, d6i v&i dong bao DTTS va ca d6i véi can
bd cong chirc ngudi Kinh) ¢ cic ving dong
bao DTTS Viét Nam da duogc dat ra tur lau (it
nhat tir nam 1946 v6i ban Hién phdp Viét Nam
dau tién) va hién nay van phai coi 1a cép thiét,
trude hét vi yéu cau phai thong nhit y chi va
cung ¢ strc manh doan két gitta cac dan tdc,
ddng thoi can co sy binh ddng cua cac thanh
vién cung chung mgt mai nha. Mat khac, ciing
13 vi thuc té & cac ving DTTS dén nay van gip
nhimg tr& ngai anh hudng 15 rét dén két qua
gido duc, van hoa truyén thong va nhiéu mit
khac trong doi song x3 hoi, 1a “rao can ngén
ngit”, méc du tiéng Viét da duoc coi la “tiéng
n6i chung, tiéng phd thong”, “la ngdén ngir
chinh thtrc dung trong nha truong va céc co so
gido duc khac” & ca nudce trong d6 cd cac vung
DTTS nay.

Chinh sach cua Nha nudc Viét Nam hién
nay phii hgp véi tinh than va nhiing ¢d ging
ctia cong dong qudc té. Ngay 21 thang 2 hang
nim di dugc quy uwdc 1a Ngiy Qubc té vé
tiéng me dé. V4i ngay ndy, cing canh bao vé
nguy co tiéu vong cia cac ngdn ngit trén thé
gidi, 1a 11 kéu goi cac nha nudc, to chirc va ca
nhan hay bao vé su da dang cia cac ngon ngir,
vi diéu do gén lién véi su da dang van hda cua
nhan loai dong thoi mang ¥ nghia nhan ban
sdu sdc, 1a sy ton trong dbi v6i pham gia va
quyén cua con ngudi - quyén gitt gin va phat
trién cai riéng biét, quyén cua mdi ngudi
“muén minh 1a thé”...

5. Thuec té va trién vong

O Viét Nam trudc day va hién nay, da co
mot sé ngdn ngit DTTS duoc sir dung nhu dbi
tuong hodc phuong tién day - hoc (hoac vua la
dbi twong vira 1a phuong tién) trong mét sd
truong phd thong va céc co so gido duc khac &

vung DTTS: Hméng, Cham, Kho Me, Gia Rai,
Hoa, E bé, Thai, Xo Pang... & mot pham vi
nhit dinh (chu yéu 1 “thir nghiém”). M6t sd
ngén nglt dang dugc st dung trén Dai phat
thanh tiéng néi Viét Nam, Dai truyén hinh
Viét Nam VTVS3, cac dai phét thanh va truyén
hinh dia phuong, dé in 4n (bang chir cua cac
dan toc nay) cac tic phdm vin nghé truyén
thong, céc sang tac mdi; dé bién soan céc tir
dién ddi chiéu song ngit, cac sach miéu ta ngir
phéap, gido khoa... : Hmong, Thai, Tay, San
Chay, Cham, Kho Me Ba Na, Mno6ng, Xo
Ding, Co Ho, Ta 6i, Bru - Van Kiéu, Ra Glai,
Hré, Gia Rai, E Dé... Pay thuong 1a tiéng néi
ciia cac dan toc c6 sb dan dong (Nhu mot
nghich 1i: Ngon ngit c6 s6 ngudi néi it - tirc 1a
c6 nguy co tiéu vong 16n, thi lai rat it duoc
quan tam).

6. Loi két

Nhan t6 quan trong nhat dem lai sic
séng cho cac ngdn ngir 14 chung dugc truyén
day va cé vai tro (dugc su dung) trong doi
song xa hoi. Pay 1a diéu kién t6n tai cua da sb
ngon nglt DTTS, giup ching thoat ra khoi tinh
trang “suy yéu” hodc “nguy cip”, va tré thanh
“khde manh”.

Trén thuc té, nhiéu dan toc & Viét
Nam dang ding trudéc nguy co mét ngén
ngir dong thoi that lac cic hinh thai van héa
duoc lwu git va phat trién bang tiéng me dé
ctia minh. Hi vong la nhiing ¢ ging cua
Nha nuéc, cua cac to chic va cd nhan s&
giup ngon ngit cac DTTS nay dung lai trudce
ngudng cua ti€u vong.

Xin két thuc bai viét nay bang mot cau
da dugc Pham Quynh nhic dén tir nam 1930,
ciia tic gia René Gillouin trong cudn sich
nhan dé “Tir Alsace dén Flandre: Tinh than bi
ngon ngit hoc”:

“Déi véi mét dan téc, mat tiéng me dé

ngang véi mdt linh hon” [4, tr.468].
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