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Tdy Nguyén, nghé thudt kién
triic dan gian Tay Nguyén,
van hoa dan gian Tay
Nguyén.

hodc nhiéu hoac it.

Nha md (nghia 1a nha cho ngudi chét) nhin chung 1a c¢6 cling két cdu va hinh
dang kién trac voi nha ¢. Thé nhung, that kho tim thiy trén Tay Nguyén mot
dang kién trac nao co thé so sanh dugc voi nha md & khia canh nghé thuat diéu
khic va kién trac. C6 18, trén Tay Nguyén, nha md 1a dang kién trac duy nhat két
hop vao minh nhiéu linh virc nghé thuét khac nhau: kién tric, diéu khéc, v&, dan,
nghé thuat trang tri... Tiy thudc vao dic diém va hinh dang cta nha md, ma
nhiing nét dic trung ctia kién tric, diéu khic hay céc trang tri dugc thé hién ra

Nhu bt ky moi tic pham nghé thuat kién truc
khac, & nha md Tay Nguyén, viéc giai quyét nhimng
nhiém vu thyc dung bao gio cling gén b6 mat thiét véi
séng tao nghé thuat, nghia la v6i viéc tao ra nhiing
hinh tugng kién trac thé hién mot ndi dung tu tudng
nghé thuat nhat dinh. Cho nén, vé dep hay gia tri cia
mdi cong trinh kién triic déu dwoc tao boi 2 yéu to:
ngh¢ thuat xay dung va ndi dung tu tudng cua hinh
twong kién trac. Hai yéu t6 nay quan hé hiru co voi
nhau: hinh tugng 1a cai dich ma kién tric phai vion
t6i, con nghé thuat xay dung lai 13 co s& vat chét va ky
thuat dé kién trac thé hién hinh tuong ctia minh.

Ngh¢ thuat xay dung la sy thé hién nhiing quy luat
céu trac von co cia két ciu nha ciing nhu két cau cua
nhiing tic pham diéu khac va trang tri. Ngh¢ thuat xay
dung duoc biéu 16 & mbi quan hé qua lai va sy bd tri
tuong quan gitra nhitng bd phan chiu lyc va khoéng
chiu luc, & két cdu nhip diéu cuia cac hinh thuc, & két
cAu mau sdc cla céc tac phém nghé thuat... Voi dic
thu 1a kién tric nha md, theo chiing t6i nghé thuat xay
dyng nha md Tay Nguyén 1a nghé thuat tao 1ap khong
gian, 1a k¥ thuat sir dung chét liéu, 1a ngh¢ thuat phéi
hop ty 1¢ nhip diéu va mau sic giita cac thanh phan
kién trac v6i nhau dé tao ra mot tac phe‘im ngh¢ thuat
thong nhét, hoan hao va doc dao. Dudi day 1a nhiing
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phan tich ciia chung t6i v& nhimng nét dep rat dic trung
ctia nha md Tay Nguyén.
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1. Mot moi trwong khong gian hoanh trang va
nhan vin

Kién tric bao gio ciing 1a nghé thuat thiét ké va
xay dung nén mdt moi truong khong gian cho cudc
song va cho hoat dong ctia con ngudi. Nha md Tay
Nguyén, xét vé mit chic niang, 1a mot moi truong
khong gian danh cho 1& hoi bo ma - mot 1& hoi 16n
nhét ctia nhiéu dan toc Tay Nguyén, chir khong phai 1a
mot kién trac dé sir dung lau dai. Poan trich sau day
tir truong ca Xinh Cho Niép cta nguoi Edé da phan
nao noi 1én didu d6: “Vé phan Chiém To Mun thi sau
mdy mua tring lin, tring 1én, sirc khoe ctia me chang
d3 hoi phuc, lan da tré lai nhu xwa. Mot budi t6i ddy
sao, nhiéu gid, chang goi Chiém Mo Nga t6i nha ban
viéc 1am 1& bo ma cho Pam Di va Xing Cho Niép. Sau
day ho dem rugu ra ung sudt may ngay lién tiép bén
d6i Lo Mui. Ma Xinh Cho Niép va Dam Di lam chung
moét chd, xay chung mdt hudng. Cay néu cao tan troi,
khéc tram tan gbc. Bén phia mé déu d&o tugng g 16n.
Tuong ngdi, twgng ding, trong rat linh thiéng. Trai gai
& budn gan dit bo, budn xa dem ruou t6i an 1&. Chiéng
tréng khong ngimg, nhay mia khong ngét. Am vang

chin dong ca vach nui, lung troi”".

Hang nam, khi mua mua vura dut, khi ctra kho lua
da dong, ngudi Tay Nguyén bat dau chuan bi moi thi
dé 1am 18 bo ma cho nguoi chét. Ho phai chuén bi gao
nudc, thit rugu... Nhung cong viéc chinh bao gio
ciing 1a chuan bi va dung nha mo. Subt may tuan lién,
tham chi ca hang thang trdi, dan lang ru nhau vao rung
dan gd, chit tre, cit may, song, cit c6 gianh dem vé
khu nghia dia cta lang. Con ¢ nghia dia thi tip nap
sudt ngay dém, nguoi chat cot, nguoi dan mai, ngudi
d€o tuong, ngudi té6 v€, ngudi don dep, ngudi phuc
vu... Moi nguoi vira lam va truyén nghé cho nhau,
vira ban chuyén lang, chuyén xom... Dén hom vao 1&
bo ma thi ngodi nha mo da ruc r& moc lén gitra mdt khu
nghia dia phong quang, sach sé.

Vi nha md chi ¢6 y nghia st dung trong nhiing
ngay lam 1& bé ma (tir 3 — 7 ngay) cho nén no chi phat
huy hét hiéu qua nghé thuat ciia minh trong nhitng
ngay d6. Do vay, muén tha"ly duogc vé dep, gia tri ngh¢
thuat thuc su cua nha md Tay Nguyén, ta phai nhin
n6, quan sat no ding vao nhitng ngay hoi 1 bo ma.
Sau 1& bo ma, ngdi nha md ciing bi bo ludn. Va sau do,
mua gi6 s& lam phai dan cac sic mau trang tri, lam d6
nat nhitng bd phan kién trac mém yéu, va co ciy sé
moc 1én 14n at dan ca moi truong khong gian kién tric
nha md. Ngoai ra, sau 1& bo ma, s& khong con am
thanh cua cong chiéng, tiéng nhay mua ron rang cia
nhimg ngudi du 1&, nhitng anh lira bap bung trong
dém... Theo quan ni¢m cua nguoi Tay Nguyén, nha
md 1a mot moi truong khong gian séng chir khong
phai 1a mot dai twong niém. Ngdi nha md chi ton tai,
chi séng trong miy ngay hoi 18 bo ma ngan ngui thoi.

Vao nhitng ngay 1& bo ma, nha md véi nhitng sic
mau ryc 13, chii yéu 1a cac mau thudc gam mau noéng
nhu d6, vang ndi bat 1én trén mot khu dét ciing mau do
(mau dat do cia TAy Nguyén). Tat ca cac mau déu
troi nguyén; khu nghia dia vira dugc don dep phat
quang 1am 1§ ra mau dat do tuoi, mai gianh ong a mau
vang wom cua co kho, nhiing chiéc cot trang tri,
nhiing pho twong gd, nhitng hinh cham khéc con twoi
r6i va thom tho mui gd; nhiing hinh dan con moi
nguyén mau vang cua cit tre... Tir ban than kién tric
nha md dén khong gian danh cho hoi 1& déu bing 1én
boi nhitng gam mau néng. Cho nén, tuy théat bé nho so
v6i thién nhién bao quanh, nhung nha md nhu ndi bat
1€n, bay lén trén ca mot bién mau xanh bao la cua nai
rimg tring diép. Do 1a hiéu qua nghé thuat cua sic
mau tuong phan. Chua hét, sy ddi 1ap gitra nha md va
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khong gian bao quanh con biéu hién ca ¢ nhip diéu va
am thanh. Tiéng cong chiéng tram hung sudt dém
ngay ctia 1& bé ma, nhur mo ta cua bai trudng ca da dan
& trén, “chin dong ca vach nui, lung troi”. Dém
xudng, buc tranh ctia nha md cang uy nghi, hoanh
trang hon: hang trim déng lira ruc sang, bimg 1én gitra
4m u tinh mich cta ndi rimg va tiéng tréng chiéng
cang ron ra thoi thiic va manh mé hon.

Nha md Tay Nguyén chinh 1a mot hinh twong nghé
thuat mang tinh nhan van cta nguoi Tay Nguyén
trong quan niém vé sy sdng va cai chét ciing nhu vé
mdi quan hé giita con ngudi va thién nhién.

2. TAm véc ciia con ngudi

C6 thé néi, khong mot dang kién trac nao & Tay
Nguyén, thdm chi ca nha rong, lai hut dugc nhiéu linh
vuc nghé thudt khac nhau vao minh nhu nha md. Nha
md 1a kién triic, nha md 1a nghé thuét trang tri, nha md
1a nghé thuét dan lat... Thé nhung, nha md lai thude
loai nhitng kién trac nhé chtr khong 16m. Hoa hodn 1im
méi c6 mot ngdi nha md cao to bang nha & (trong
nhing trudng hop nha md duge 1am cho nhidu ngudi
chét), con hau hét thi chi nhinh hon kho laa hay cai
choi nuong mot ty.

Mic dau ban than ngéi nha khong 16n, nhung cac
yéu té phu nhur cac tugng gd, cac cot trang tri cao thip
khéc nhau; nhung bang cham khic, t6 v& trén noc, trén
mai, lai phéi hop véi nhau, tao ra dang vé hung vi va
hoanh trang cho téng thé kién tric nha md. Néu dem
so v6i kich thudc cua ngdi nha phia trén ndm mo &
chinh giita tong thé nha mo thi nhimg b phan phy
ciing c6 kich thudc khong Iy gi lam to 16n ldm: cac
tugng md to nhét ciing chi bang kich thudc cua con
ngudi, cic cdt trang tri cao nhét ciing dwoc tao boi
tung phin nhé chip ndi lai véi nhau, ma mdi phin nhé
¢6 chiéu cao tdi da la chiéu cao ciia con ngudi.

O nha md Tay Nguyén, tat ca cac bd phan hop
thanh déu c6 kich thuéc iy tir chuin muyc cta con
nguoi: twong khong cao qua mot sai va khong ngin
dudi mot gang, cac bang cham khéc thuong cé chidu
rong mot gang, nhiing chiéc cOt trang tri dugc tao tir
cac bo phan ngan chip vao; nhitng ngdi nha md nho
thuong dai 2 sai, rong 1 sai, cao sai rudi; khoang cach
tir 161 hang rao c¢ot bao quanh dén ngéi nha bén trong
thuong tir nira sai dén mot sai tay... Hau nhu khong
mot bo phan trang tri nao ¢ nha md ¢6 chidu cao qué 1

sdi, tuc qua tam voc cua con nguodi. Thé nhung, dé
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tang chiéu cao cho nhimg hinh trang tri, ngudi Tay
Nguyén thuong st dung nhitng bién phap ky thuat 1ap
ghép, chép ndi hodc trang tri nhiéu hinh lién tuc 1én
mot than gd dai... Vi du, mot than gd dai co thé vira
lam cot rao (phan phia dudi) vira lam tugng md hay
cac hinh trang tri (phan phia trén). Nhiing ¢t trang tri
cao thi duoc lam hoac nhu ddi voi cdt tuong (trong
truong hop c6 cdy gd dai) hodc chip cac bo phan trang
tri vao voi nhau (trong trudng hop cdy gd ngén hon su
can thiét). Cac bang trang tri trén noc nha md ciing
dugc tao boi timg canh, timg hinh ngén chap lai. Bang
nhiing bién phap ky thuat don gian nhung thong minh
nhu vay, ngudi Tay Nguyén co thé dung 1én nhirng
cot trang tri nha md “cao dén tan troi”. Thé nhung,
khong mot hinh tugng hay mot hoa tiét trang tri riéng
biét nao 16n hon tim voc clia con nguoi ca.

Trong kién tric ciing nhu trong nghé thuat tao
hinh, co nhidu céach tao hinh hoanh trang cho tac
phém: hodc béng kich thudce 16n, hodc béng mau sic
duong nét va hinh khéi; hoac béng bd cuc va ty l¢,
hodc bang cach két hop ca ba yéu td trén. Cho nén, co
nhitng tic pham that 16n ma van khong hoanh trang,
trong khi d6, c6 nhiing tac phém that nho ma lai rat
hoanh trang. Nha mo Tay Nguyén thudc dang thir hai.
Dé tao tinh hoanh trang cho nha md, nguoi Tay
Nguyén da ap dung nhiéu bién phap thdng minh va cé
hiéu qua vé mit nghé thuat xay dung.

Xét vé mit cdu trac, nha md Tay Nguyén bao gid
cling gdm ba bd phan chinh: 16i hang rao gdm cac cot
tuwong va cdt trang tri bao quanh bén ngoai, ngoéi nha ¢
trong va phan trang tri phia trén noc nha (hodc 1 hang
cham khéc hoc 1a cot trang tri). B6 cuc cua 3 bd phan
d6 1a b cuc hudng tam va ty 1¢ chiéu cao cua céac bd
phan 14 nhip diéu nang cao dan. Ngoi nha & trong vira
lam nén cho cac tugng gd bén ngoai vira lam bé cho
cac hinh trang tri phia trén. Cac tuong phia ngoai, nho
¢6 phin cot phia dudi, ma cao hon tim voc ngudi
thuc, nhung lai khong dugc at chiéu cao cua ngoi nha.
Lbi rao bao quanh che kin toan bd phin nén va cac
chan cot lai ¢6 tac dung khién cho ngudi xem cam
thiy ngdi nha bén trong nhu cao 1én, nhu dang lo limg
trong khong gian. Pén luot minh, ngdi nha lai doi cac
hinh trang tri & noéc cao hon cac cft tuong bén ngoai.
Cho nén, tuy cac ct trang tri bén trong kha cao (co
ot cao toi gan 10 m), nhung cac hinh trang tri lai

khong bi chiéu cao nuot chung vi c6 by mai lam nén.
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Hon thé nita, hinh dang va nhip diéu két ciu cua toan
bd cac bd phan va cac chi tiét ctia nha md déu co xu
thé vuon cao va nang d& nhau. L&i hang rio bao
quanh cao ching nua sai cé binh dd chix nhat, hoac
vudng c6 tac dung che khuat phan chan cta ngdi nha
bén trong dé nhan chiéu cao va dang bay cho ngdi
nha, vira ¢6 vai tro giéi han khong gian cho tdng thé
kién tric. Néu khong co 16i hang rao 1am gidi han thi
cac cot trang tri va ca ngdi nha s& dé bi hoa tan vao
khoang dit mau do kha rong cua khu nghia dia, va
nhu vdy s& mét hin tinh hoanh trang cing nhip diéu
bay 1én ciia nha md. Ngoai ra, cai hinh vudng hay chir
nhat c6 gidi han va goc canh cia 16i hang rao lai nhu
tao ra stic nang, stc bam cho kién truc, khong dé cho
cac cdt trang tri nho bé, dang lo ling trén khong trung,
khong thé but ra khoi cai khong gian ctia minh dé hoa
nhap vao mot mdi trudng khac, khung canh khac. Két
qua 1a, nhu tung nhac cu riéng biét, dudi ban tay diéu
khién ciia nguoi nhac truong 1a cac nghé nhan dan
gian, tit ca cac bd phan cau thanh nha md Tay Nguyén
cung phdi hop, dao 1én mot ban nhac giao huong hing
trang. Trong “ban giao huong nha md” d6, tam voc
cua con nguoi duoc dé cao, duge nang lén vugt khoi
ban than con nguoi.

O nha md Tay Nguyén, nho nghé thuat kién truc,
ma tit ca nhitng hinh anh, nhirng hinh tugng nhé bé
nhu tdm véc cta con ngudi da gay duge mot hiéu qua
hoanh trang dic biét: vira gan giii voi con ngudi, vira
vuon 1én ngang tim vai sy hing vi cua thién nhién.

3. Thién nhién va con ngwoi

Dé lam nha md, ngudi Tay Nguyén khong phai di
dau xa dé 1ay vat liéu, ma ldy ngay nhiing san pham
ctia ndi ring bao quanh x6m lang nhu: gd, ntra, song,
mdy, co gianh... Thé nhung, vat lidu bao gio ciing chi
1a c4i co so vat chit ban dau. Tir vat liéu dén tac phim
kién trtc 1a ca mot qua trinh k¥ thuat va ngh¢ thuat.

Thoat nhin vao ciu tric cta bt ky mot ngdi nha
md Tay Nguyén nao, ta d& co cam tuong vé mot nén
k¥ thuat xay dung tho so: chi ¢6 ga budc chir khdng co6
hé théng lién két béng mong, vat liéu xay dung chi 1a
gS, tre, ntra, 14 chr khong c6 gach, da, cong cu xay
dung chi c6 dao va riu chir khong cé cua, bao, duc...
Thé nhung, chinh véi nhitng k¥ thuat don so nhu vay,
nguoi Tay Nguyén da, dang va s€ con tao ra nhitng
cong trinh kién trac nha md c6 mot vé dep riéng — vé

dep ctia chat liéu ty nhién.

Do chi c6 chlic nang va muc dich mang tinh tam
thoi — phuc vu cho may ngay 18 hoi bé ma, do vat liu
xay dung la nhiing vat li¢u nhe, d& bj hu héng, nén
that kho co6 thé tim thiy & Tay Nguyén nhitng nha md
¢6 xua. Thé nhung, nhu cac trudng ca s thi da phan
nao cho chung ta biét, ngay tir xa xua, ngudi Tdy
Nguyén da biét cach lya chon nhitng vat liéu thich hop
clia rimg dé 1am nha mod. Trong truong ca Chi Lo Kok
ciia ngudi Edé c6 doan: “Xing Chi Ngi kéu budn
duéi, lang trén vao rung chat cay ko dam cay mo-pih,
ha nhing cdy gon to nhat dé 1am nha md cho Chi Lo
Kok & giai nai Bo L6™7. Khi ndi t6i viéc 1am nha mo,
ban truong ca “Xing Nha” viét: “Xing Nha sai no 1&
vao rimg chit cdy ko-nia, nhimg cdy gon to nhat dé
dyng nha md cho cha la Gia-ro K6t

Tuy theo pham chét cia timg loai cidy ma ngudi
Tay Nguyén st dung chung vao nhitng by phan thich
hop ciia nha md: nhitng cy gd cing dwoc dung lam
cot, kéo va dé deo tac céc loai cot tuong, cot trang tri
— nghia 1a nhitng b phan chiu lyc va c6 kich thudc
16n, nhitng cdy gb mém duoc dung dé lam céc hinh
trang tri nhd, nhiing twong nhd, nhitng hinh cét...;
Song, may vura bén, vura déo, vira dai, dugc dung lam
day budc, co gianh khong thim nudc duge dung dé
lop mai, nua tre dugc dung dé dan cac hoa tiét trang
tr{ va cac tAm phén gitp gitr mai. Ngudi Bana thuong
sir dung céc loai gd cimg nhu fo-nung (cim lai), to
chirt (b huong), to gier (g6 gu) dé 1am céc cot, xa va
d€o tugng, va dung céac loai cay mém nhu blang (cay
gon), do tdp (ciy vong) dé lam cac hinh cham khéc
nho. Bé lam cot kéo va d&o cac tuong 1on, ngudi
Giarai ding g6 napan (g6 huong), na pdc (gd cay do
v0); con dé 1am cac hinh trang tri nhd, ho dung cac
loai cdy gd c6 thin mém nhu na h 'rdi (ciy dau rai), na
nac, na do rol...

Do dugc st dung dung vi tri, dung chirc nang nén
céc loai chat liéu cua thién nhién da phat huy mot cach
¢6 hi¢u qua vé ca k¥ thuét va nghé thudt cia minh &
kién trac nha mo. Nhiing chiéc cot nha, cot tuong va
chan céc cot trang tri c6 do cao 1on khong chi bén
cimg dé chiu luc ma cai mau xam hoi tdi cia chét gb
gdy ra cho thi gidc ngudi xem mot an tuong virng chai
va chic chin. Co gianh, tAm dan béng cat nura, cat tre
khong chi giam d¢ nang cho mai ma mau vang wom
cua chét liéu c6 kho, cat nira gia tao cho phﬁn trén cua
kién trac mot cam giac nhe nhang, bay béng. Than cua
nhitng cdy g6 mém mau sang tuoi vira 1a chat liu ly
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tuong dé dung dao khéc, cit nhitng hinh trang tri nho
gin vao néc nha va dinh cic cot trang tri, vira tao ra
mot sdc mau thodng mat, d& chiu va c6 phﬁn béng
bénh, huyén 4o cho cic phin cao nhit ctia nha md.
Nhitng chiéc day may, song vira bén déo dé budc vira
tao ra & cac chd ndi nhitng khéi ndi mang tinh my
thuat ca vé hinh dang 1an mau séc ty nhién hai hoa.

O nha md Tay Nguyén, cac chét liéu cua thién
nhién da dugc con ngudi su dung mot cach hop 1y,
dung chd va phi hop voi pham chat ciia timg loai co
cay. Nho vay ma cac dan toc Tay Nguyén khoéng chi
lam ra dugc nhitng hinh tugng thich hop, ma con tao

ra cho ching nhirng mau sic tu nhién twong tmg cho
kién trac nha md. Cho nén, khi nhin vao nha mo,
nguoi xem lap tuc thdy ngay, nhan ra ngay cai 4m
huong bay bong va hoanh trang khong chi ciia cac
hinh khdi ma cua ca cac sic mau, tat ca déu hién 1én

hon nhién, trong sang va nguyén chat.
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The Charnel-house (means a house for the dead) commonly has the same
architectural structure and shape to the dwelling house. However, it is difficult to
find in Vietnam Central Highlands any other architecture that is comparable to that
of the Charnel-house in the field of sculpture and architectural art. Perhaps, in
Central Highland the Charnel -house is the only architecture that combines many

sculpture, drawing, plating, decorative

art... Depending on the character and the shape of the tombs-house, the artistic
character of the architecture, sculpture or decorations make it more or less evident.
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