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China’s� soft� power� policy� in� Southeast� Asia.� China� has� been� trying�
through�cultural�diplomacy�to�build�the�image�of�a�large�China�with�a�rich�
history�and�culture;�love�peace,�justice,�and�righteousness;�always�strive�
for� a� world� of� prosperity� and� sustainable� development.�And� perhaps�
this�trend�will�continue�in�China’s�foreign�policy�in�the�future.�Through�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� FROOHFWLRQ� DQG� SURFHVVLQJ� PHWKRGV�� VWUDWHJLF� DQDO\VLV�

methods� in� international� relations.� The� article� focuses� on� analyzing�
the� basis� for� implementing� China’s� cultural� diplomacy� in� Southeast�
Asia;� cultural� exchange� implementation� activities� such� as� establishing�
Confucius� Institute,� promoting� cultural� exchanges� between� countries,�
exporting� cultural� products;� and� the� results� and� impacts� of� China’s�
cultural�diplomacy�strategy�in�Southeast�Asia.
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1.�Introduction

Cultural�diplomacy�has�existed�in�the�world�
diplomatic�history�for�a�long�time.�But�since�the�
end�of�the�Cold�War,�the�world�has�entered�the�
WUHQG� RI� SHDFH�� FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW��

FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� KDV� UHFHLYHG� PRUH� DQG�

PRUH� DWWHQWLRQ�� DQG� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� SOD\V�

DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�GLSORPDWLF�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�

21st� century.� Following� the� general� trend� of�

the� times,� countries� in� addition� to� wanting� to�
become�political�and�economic�powers,�are�also�
trying� to� become�cultural�powers.�Because,� in�
WKH�SHULRG�RI�JOREDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��QDWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�

KDV�EHFRPH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�QDWLRQDO�UHVRXUFH�WKDW�

can� be� transformed� into� soft� power,� creating�
WKH�QDWLRQDO�V\QHUJ\�RI�D�FRXQWU\�(An.H,�2023).�
7KURXJK� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\�� FRXQWULHV� FDQ�

HQKDQFH�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUHQD�
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7RGD\��FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WKUHH�

main�pillars�of�each�country’s�diplomatic�activities.�
&XOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LV�D�WRRO�WR�LPSOHPHQW�IRUHLJQ�

SROLF\� JRDOV�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH� JRDOV� RI� EXLOGLQJ�

QDWLRQDO� LPDJH�� HQKDQFLQJ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG�

friendly�relations�with�the�others�countries.�From�
WKHUH�� KHOSLQJ� WR� HQKDQFH� WKH� UROH�� SRVLWLRQ� DQG�

DWWUDFWLYHQHVV�RI�D�FRXQWU\��QDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�SURGXFWV�

in� the� international� arena.� � In� general,� “cultural�
GLSORPDF\�LV�DOO�SHDFHIXO�GLSORPDWLF�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�D�

VRYHUHLJQ�VWDWH�WKDW�LQFOXGH�FXOWXUH�DQG�LPSOHPHQW�

WKH�IRUHLJQ�FXOWXUDO�VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV�RI�WKDW�FRXQWU\�

XQGHU� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� RI� D� FHUWDLQ� IRUHLJQ� FXOWXUDO�

SROLF\�(Chinaplus,�2017/02/16).

&KLQD� LV� ULVLQJ� VWURQJO\� LQ� ERWK� SROLWLFV� DQG�

economy,�is�a�country�with�a�long,�rich�and�diverse�
traditional� culture,� but� the� inÀuence� of� Chinese�
culture� in� the� world� is� still� not� commensurate.�
7KHUHIRUH�� VLQFH� WKH� IRXQGLQJ� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\��

HVSHFLDOO\�DIWHU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU��JHQHUDWLRQV�

RI� &KLQHVH� OHDGHUV� KDYH� FRQWLQXRXVO\� VWULYHG� IRU�

enhancing�Chinese�cultural� inÀuence� in� the�world�
through� peaceful� diplomacy.� Southeast� Asia� has�
always� had� an� important� strategic� position� on�
China’s�path�to�the�outside�world.�Therefore,�China’s�
cultural�diplomacy�strategy�in�Southeast�Asia�also�
plays�an�important�role�in�the�plan�to�deploy�China’s�
cultural�diplomacy�strategy�to�the�world.

2.�Research�methods

7KH�PDLQ�UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�DUWLFOH��

V\VWHPDWLF�PHWKRGV�XVHG� WR�SURFHVV�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

XVLQJ� PHWKRGV� RI� FROOHFWLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW�

complement� each� other� rather� than� absolutizing�
any�information�processing�method;�the�strategic�
DQDO\VLV� PHWKRG� KHOSV� XV� FOHDUO\� VHH� WKDW� WKH�

planning�and� implementation�of�China’s� cultural�
diplomacy� strategy� has� political� signi¿cance� for�
PXOWLODWHUDO� DQG� ELODWHUDO� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� UHODWLRQV��

Thereby�¿nding�out�opportunities�and�challenges�
LQ�VWUDWHJ\�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�

3.�Research�results

3.1.�Basis�for�implementing�China’s�cultural�
diplomacy�in�Southeast�Asia

������� 0HWKRGV� RI� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� &KLQD¶V�

FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\

Previously,� cultural� exchanges� between�
countries� were� mainly� through� political� and�
commercial�routes,�and�now�it�has�gradually�been�
separated�into�a�separate�¿eld.�Today,�in�the�context�
of�globalization�and�the�explosion�of�information�
technology,� China’s� methods� of� implementing�
FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�DUH�DOVR�LQFUHDVLQJO\�ULFK�DQG�

GLYHUVH�� DGDSWLQJ� SURPSWO\� WR� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV�

of� the� new� era.� China’s� current� methods� of�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LQFOXGH�

Firstly,� cultural�exchange�activities:�including�
IRUPV�RI�ELODWHUDO�RU�PXOWLODWHUDO�FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\��

participation� in� international� organizations,� such�
as�organizing�cultural�holidays:�“Year�of�Cultural�
Exchange”,� “Cultural�Month”,� “Cultural�Week”;�
exchanges� and�exchange� of�cultural� delegations;�
foreign� art� exhibition;� friendship� city.� For�
example,�the�two�cities�of�Beijing�and�Hanoi�have�
established� a�“friendship� city”� relationship� since�
�����

6HFRQGO\�� HGXFDWLRQ� �� WUDLQLQJ� FRRSHUDWLRQ��

E\� SURPRWLQJ� HGXFDWLRQ� �� WUDLQLQJ� FRRSHUDWLRQ��

WKHVH�VFKRODUVKLSV�are�usually�awarded�to�foreign�
students� who� are� interested� in� studying� the�
Chinese� language� and� culture;� implementing�
&KLQD¾V� QDWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� ODQJXDJH� VWUDWHJ\��

since� the� founding� of� New� China,� China� has�
implemented� the� “national� language� script”�
VWUDWHJ\�� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� VLPSOLI\LQJ� WKH� &KLQHVH�

language� (Simpli¿ed� Chinese),� and� using�
0DQGDULQ� &KLQHVH� ERWK� GRPHVWLFDOO\� DQG�

internationally;� establishing� cultural� centers�
DEURDG�� D� VHULHV� RI� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV� DUH�

established�around�the�world.

Thirdly,� information� and� academic� exchange�
activities:� exchanging� books� and� newspapers,�
exhibiting� works� of� art,� exchanging� ¿lms� and�
DGYHUWLVLQJ� WR� VSUHDG� WKH� QDWLRQDO� LPDJH�� DQG�

exchanging�information�via�the�internet.



7DQJ�7KDL�7KX\�1JDQ�7DP 9RO�����1R��B)HEUXDU\�����_�S������

��_

�������7KH�UROH�RI�FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LQ�FXUUHQW�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV

7KH� ��VW� FHQWXU\� LV� SUHGLFWHG� E\� UHVHDUFKHUV�

to� be� the� century� of� civilization-cultural� conÀict,�
and� war� may� occur� due� to� cultural� factors.� In�
today’s� “Àat� world”,� Culture� exchange-contact�
between� SHRSOHV�with� different�cultures� now� take�
place� very� easily� and� quickly.� To� avoid� cultural�
conÀicts,� cultural� assimilation� and� � preserve� the�
cultural�identity�of�each�nation,�countries�and�world�
organizations�raise�issues�such�as�cultural�diversity,�
dialogue� between� cultures� and� civilizations,...�
7KHUHIRUH�� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� KDV� EHFRPH� DQ�

LPSRUWDQW� GLSORPDWLF� FKDQQHO� LQ� WKH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

relations�of�countries�today.�At�the�same�time,�it�also�
SOD\V� DQ� DFWLYH� UROH� LQ� VXSSRUWLQJ� DQG� SURPRWLQJ�

SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�UHODWLRQV�RI�FRXQWULHV�

7KHUHIRUH�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� LPSRUWDQW� SROLWLFDO�

and� economic� conferences,� China� and� ASEAN�
organized� the� ¿rst� of¿cial� “Cultural� Ministers’�
&RQIHUHQFH´� LQ� 6LQJDSRUH� LQ� ������ 7KH� &KLQD�

ASEAN� Culture� Ministers’� Meeting� contributes�
to� strengthening� exchanges� between� China�
and� ASEAN,� further� tightening� understanding�
and� cultural� exchanges� between� people� in� the�
region,� taking� culture� to� elevate� the� China-
ASEAN� strategic� partnership� to� a� new� stage� of�
GHYHORSPHQW�

�������&KLQD¶V�FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\

)RU� D� ORQJ� WLPH� LQ� KLVWRU\�� &KLQHVH� SHRSOH�

have�known�how�to�rely�on�their�rich�and�diverse�
culture�to�conduct�foreign�cultural�exchanges�with�
VXUURXQGLQJ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�UHJLRQV��)RU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��

China’s�cultural�exchanges�with�foreign�countries�
KDYH�EHHQ� WKURXJK�SROLWLFDO�PLOLWDU\�� FRPPHUFLDO�

or� religious� diplomacy;� cultural� diplomacy� has�
not� really� become�a� separate�channel� in�China’s�
IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�

In� 1949,� the� People’s�Republic�of�China�was�
IRXQGHG�� DQG� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� EHFDPH� DQ�

LPSRUWDQW� FRPSRQHQW� RI� QDWLRQDO� IRUHLJQ� SROLF\��

During� the�early�days�of�the�country’s�founding,�
China’s�cultural�diplomacy�could�be�divided�into�

three�main�directions.�Firstly,� towards�building�a�
socialist�nation,�China�wants�to�promote�the�great�
YLFWRU\� RI� WKH� &KLQHVH� UHYROXWLRQ�� VWUHQJWKHQ�

good� relations� with� the� people� of� socialist�
FRXQWULHV�� DQG� FRQVROLGDWH� WKH� VRFLDOLVW� IURQW� LQ�

the�world.�Secondly,�China�wants�to�develop�and�
expand� cultural� exchanges� with� the� emerging�
nations� in� Asia� and� Africa.� Thirdly,� be� more�
RSHQ�LQ�GLSORPDF\��FUHDWH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�:HVWHUQ�

countries�to�learn�about�and�accept�a�“new�China”�
and� effectively� conduct� cultural� exchanges� with�
:HVWHUQ�FDSLWDOLVW�FRXQWULHV�

7KH���WK�&HQWUDO�&RPPLWWHH�RI�WKH�& PPXQLVW�

3DUW\� RI� &KLQD� KHOG� LWV� WKLUG� SOHQDU\� VHVVLRQ� LQ�

Peking�between�'HFHPEHU�� DQG�����������7KH�

&RPPXQLVW� 3DUW\� RI�&KLQD� GHFLGHG� WR� FDUU\� RXW�

reform,� opening� up,� and� modernization� of� the�
country.�Under� the�banner�of�Deng�Xiaoping,�DQ�
GLVWLQJXLVKHG� GLSORPDW� RI� FRQWHPSRUDU\� &KLQD��

Chinese� diplomacy� also� began� to� enter� a� new�
HUD�� &KLQD� HVWDEOLVKHG� D� UHIRUP� DQG� RSHQLQJ�

up� strategy� with� economic� construction� as� the�
focus,� introducing� the� theme� of� “World� Peace�
and� Development”,� diplomatic� tasks� must� serve�
GRPHVWLF�HFRQRPLF�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�

began� to� integrate� strongly� with� the� world,�
absorbing� the� quintessence� of�world� culture�and�
VSUHDGLQJ�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�IULHQGV�

After�the�end�of�Cold�War,�China�was�completely�
transformed,� the� world� witnessed� China’s� strong�
HFRQRPLF�DQG�PLOLWDU\�ULVH�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKLV� ULVH�DORQJ�

with� the� obsession� of� a� “Hegemonic� China”� has�
caused�a� certain�anxiety�and�wariness�of�countries�
in�the�region�and�the�world�towards�China,�creating�
the� so-called� “The� China� Threat� Theory”.� To�
FUHDWH� D� SHDFHIXO� DQG� IDYRUDEOH� HQYLURQPHQW� WR�

SURPRWH� FRRSHUDWLRQ� DQG� HFRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW�

with�other� countries� and�eliminate� the� “The�China�
7KUHDW� 7KHRU\´��&KLQD� XVHV� FXOWXUH� DV� D� EULGJH� WR�

help� countries� around� the�world� understand�China�
and� build� a� good� image� of� China� on� the� world�
stage.� Cultural� diplomacy� has� become� a� major�
SLOODU� DORQJVLGH� HFRQRPLF� GLSORPDF\� DQG� SROLWLFDO�

diplomacy� in� China’s� foreign� policy.� During� this�
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SHULRG�� &KLQHVH� GLSORPDF\� FRQWLQXHG� WR� GHYHORS�

on�the�basis�of�new�diplomacy�with�the�concept�of�
“Harmonious� World”� which� originated� from� the�
WUDGLWLRQDO� &KLQHVH� &RQIXFLDQ� FXOWXUDO� LGHRORJ\�

of� “Peaceful� coexistence� with� differences”� of�
Confucius.�“Peaceful�coexistence�with�differences”�
means� harmony� without� being� the� same,�
disagreement�without�conÀict,�living�and�GHYHORSLQJ�
WRJHWKHU� LQ� KDUPRQ\�� GLVDJUHHPHQW� EXW� VXSSRUWLQJ�

each�other.�This�is�the�main�ideology�serving�China’s�
“peaceful� development”,� and� the� guiding� principle�
IRU�FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�

������� 6WUDWHJLF� SRVLWLRQ� RI� 6RXWKHDVW� $VLD�

WRZDUG�&KLQD

The� geo-political� role� of� Southeast� Asia�
toward� China:� Southeast� Asia� is� located� in�
Southeast� of�Asia,� � the�North� of� Southeast�Asia�
borders�Bangladesh,�India,� and�China;� the�South�
of�Southeast�Asia�borders�Australia;�The�East�of�
Southeast� Asia� borders� the� Paci¿c� Ocean;� The�
West�borders�the�Indian�Ocean.�With�its�strategic�
geographical�position,�Southeast�Asia�is�a�bridge�
between�the�Eurasian�continent�and�the�Australian�
continent,� and� is� the� contiguous� place� between�
the�Paci¿c�and�Indian�Oceans,�so�Southeast�Asia�
has� long� been� the� world’s� main� trade� route� in�
KLVWRU\��'XH� WR� LWV� VSHFLDO�JHRJUDSKLFDO� ORFDWLRQ��

Southeast� Asia� has� become� one� of� the� nodes�
connecting� China� with� the� outside� world� and� is�
China’s�maritime�“route�of� life”� [3].�:KHWKHU� LQ�

history,�present� or� future,�Southeast�Asia� always�
has�an� important�strategic�signi¿cance� for�China�
that� cannot� be� overlooked.� Southeast� Asia� is�
WKH� VXSSRUW� IRU� &KLQD� WR� LQLWLDOO\� HVWDEOLVK� LWV�

international�status.�Southeast�Asia�is�the�starting�
point�for�China�to�step�onto�the�world�stage.

The� geo-economic� role� of� Southeast� Asia�
toward� China:� Southeast� Asia� is� a� place� that�
SURYLGHV�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�WR�KHOS�&KLQD�GHYHORS�

economically� and� modernize� the� country.� With�
favorable� natural� characteristics,� Southeast�Asia�
KDV�ULFK�DQG�GLYHUVH�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��

the� Bien� Dong� region� is� a� place� containing�

LPSRUWDQW�PDULQH�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�WKH�OLIH�DQG�

HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� VXUURXQGLQJ�FRXQWULHV��

especially� biological� resources� (¿sheries),�
minerals� (oil� and� gas),� tourism,� etc.� With� the�
current�rapid�growth�rate,�China�desperately�needs�
Southeast�Asia’s�natural� resources,� especially�oil�
and�gas�resources.�Because�the�world’s�oil�and�gas�
UHVRXUFHV�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�GHSOHWHG��DQG�FRXQWULHV�

with� lots� of� oil� often� have� wars,� plus� the� oil�
transportation�route�from�abroad�to�China�always�
has�many�risks,�the�optimal�solution�is�especially�
&KLQD�KDV�ULFK�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�LWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�

,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� DOWKRXJK� )',� IURP� 6RXWKHDVW�

Asia� to� China� is� not� large,� it� can� still� provide�
China�with�a� signi¿cant� source�of� foreign� direct�
investment.� In� addition,� Southeast�Asia� also� has�
more�than�55�million�Chinese�residents�with�strong�
HFRQRPLF�SRWHQWLDO��FDSDEOH�RI�SOD\LQJ�D� OHDGLQJ�

role� in� economic� cooperation� between� ASEAN�
and� China,� especially� in� the� ¿eld� of� investment�
(Khanh.�T,�2023).

At�the�same�time,�the�Southeast�Asian�market�
with� nearly� 700� million� people� (� 0LQLVWU\� RI�

Education� of� the� People’s� Republic� of� China,�
2019)�and�increasingly�improving�living�standards�
LV�YHU\�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�&KLQHVH�EXVLQHVVHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�

to� its� bridging� function� and� a�market�with� great�
potential,� Southeast� Asia� is� also� a� gateway� for�
China�to�reach�the�world�market.

������� &KLQD¶V� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� LPSOHPHQWLQJ�

FXOWXUDO�GLSORPDF\�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD

(FRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW� KHOSV� &KLQD� KDYH�

UHVRXUFHV� WR� GHYHORS� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\�� After�
PRUH� WKDQ� ��� \HDUV� RI� UHIRUP� DQG� RSHQLQJ� XS��

&KLQD� KDV� DFKLHYHG�PDQ\� DFKLHYHPHQWV� LQ� PDQ\�

¿elds,�especially�in�the�economic�¿eld.�The�Chinese�
HFRQRP\�SOD\V� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� UROH� LQ� HPSOR\PHQW�

DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�DURXQG�

the� globe,� because� China� is� both� a� large� market�
and� a� “factory”� of� the� world.� � The� International�
Monetary� Fund� (IMF)� has� forecast� that� China�
will� be� the� country� that� contributes� the� most� to�
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global�economic�growth� in� the�next�5�years,�with�
a�proportion�of�22.6%�in�world�growth,�double�the�
compared�to�the�US�proportion�(Pham,�H.�Y,�2009).

&KLQD�KDV�D�ULFK�DQG�GLYHUVH�FXOWXUH��7KURXJKRXW�

history,� Chinese� empires� have� always� sought� to�
VSUHDG� WKHLU� FXOWXUH� WR� VXUURXQGLQJ� DUHDV��:LWK� D�

KLVWRU\�RI�������\HDUV��&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�KDV�JUDGXDOO\�

expanded� its� inÀuence� to� surrounding� countries,�
spreading� the� prosperity� of� Chinese� civilization.�
7RGD\��&KLQD�KDV�PDQ\�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLUV�

cultural�values,�always�considering�theirs�culture�as�
“the�culture�of�the�world”.�Therefore,�China�has�used�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�WRRO�LQ�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ���

“soft�power”�to�spread�Chinese�cultural�values�to�the�
world.�In�China’s�current�soft�power�policy,�cultural�
diplomacy�plays�an�important�role.�Because�China�
EHOLHYHV�WKDW�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUDO�YDOXHV�FDQ�EH�VKDUHG�

with�the�world�and�will�be�accepted�by�the�world’s�
people.� Especially� in� the� Asian� region,� China’s�
cultural� soft� power� potential� is� huge.�With� a� rich�
WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUH�� WKH� FXOWXUDO� DFKLHYHPHQWV� WKDW�

China�has� created�are� extremely� rich�and�diverse.�
&KLQHVH�FXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�IURP�SDVW�WR�SUHVHQW�QRW�

RQO\� PHHW� WKH� FXOWXUDO� DQG� VSLULWXDO� QHHGV� RI� WKH�

&KLQHVH� SHRSOH�� EXW� DOVR� FRQWULEXWH� WR� HQULFKLQJ�

human�cultural�achievements,�are�well�received�by�
the�world,�and�help�promote�China’s�image� to� the�
world.�Traditional�Chinese�cultural�products�attract�
the� world’s� attention,� love� and� admiration,� such�
DV�PXVLF�� GDQFH�� HPEURLGHU\�� DFXSXQFWXUH�� KHUEDO�

medicine,�whu-shu,�feng-shui,�literature,�cuisine�etc.

Exchanges� and� similarities� between� Chinese�
FXOWXUH�DQG�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�FXOWXUH�

)LUVWO\�� WKH� QDWXUDO� DQG� VRFLDO� FRQGLWLRQV�

RI� &KLQD� DQG� 6RXWKHDVW� $VLD� DUH� TXLWH� VLPLODU�

VXFK�DV� WHUUDLQ�� UHVRXUFHV��FOLPDWH�� FRXQWULHV�DQG�

regions�with�many�ethnic�groups�living�together,...�
creating�similar�cultural�features�of�the�two�sides.�
Chinese�culture�and�Southeast�Asian�culture�both�
formed� next� to� major� rivers:� the� Yellow� River�
and�Yangtze�River�(China),�the�Mekong�River�in�
the� Central� Indian� Peninsula,� the� Menam� River�
in�Thailand,�Red�River� in�Vietnam,etc.�From�the�
basins� of� these� rivers,� vast� plains� were� formed,�

agricultural� productions� were� developed,� and�
ancient� states� were� appeared.� Therefore,� it� can�
be�said�that�Chinese�and�Southeast�Asian�cultures�
IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�KDG�WKH�VDPH�DJULFXOWXUDO�UXUDO�

QDWXUH��RQ�WKDW�EDVLV�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�EDVHG�

culture�of�Eastern�culture.�The�manifestations�of�
agricultural� culture� in� the� two� cultures� of�China�
and�Southeast�Asia�can�be�seen� from�material� to�
spiritual� culture:� the� main� food� source� is� taken�
from� rice� and� cereals;� dress�warmly� in� the� cold�
VHDVRQ�� FRRO� LQ� WKH� KRW� VHDVRQ�� DQG� EH� QHDW� DQG�

convenient� for� production� and� living� (skirts,�
loincloths,...);� live� in� convenient� ¿xed� and� stilt�
houses;�popular�travel�by�boat.�Regarding�spiritual�
culture,�through�folk�cultural�beliefs�such�as�nature�
worship;� fertility� beliefs;� festivals� such� as�water�
VSODVKLQJ��SUD\LQJ�IRU�UDLQ��SUD\LQJ�IRU�VXQVKLQH��

boat� racing,� etc.;� artistic� music� from� sing-along�
songs,� lullabies,� nursery� rhymes,...;� musical�
instruments�such�as�gongs,�drums,�Àutes,�trumpets,�
etc.� At� the� same� time,� Chinese� and� Southeast�
Asian�cultures�originate�from�agricultural�cultures,�
IRUPLQJ�FRPPRQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�VXFK�DV�V\QWKHWLF�

thinking� and� a� comprehensive-all-sided� view;�
forming� community,� Àexible� relationships,� and�
valuing�emotions;�because�agricultural�production�
depends� on� nature,� it� creates� a�way� of� living� in�
harmony� and�according� to�nature;� in� their�mind,�
they�always�want�to�have�a�sedentary�life,�creating�
D�FORVHG�DQG�LQWURYHUWHG�OLIHVW\OH�

6HFRQGO\��WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�FRQGLWLRQV��

Chinese� culture� not� only� has� a� great� inÀuence�
RQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� KXPDQ� FXOWXUH�� EXW� LW� DOVR� KDV�

a� signi¿cant� inÀuence� on� the� region,� especially�
neighboring� countries� such� as� Japan,� Korea,�
Vietnam� and� other� countries� of� Southeast� Asia�
area.�The� history� of� cultural� exchanges� between�
China� and� Southeast�Asia� began� very� early� and�
KDV� ODVWHG� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH�� ,Q� KLVWRU\�� 6RXWKHDVW�

Asian� countries� sent� emissaries� to� China� many�
times.�These�exchanges�allowed�China’s�advanced�
VFLHQFH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�EH�WUDQVPLWWHG�WR�6RXWKHDVW�

Asia.�In�addition,�the�cultural�exchanges�between�
China�and�Southeast�Asia�at�this�time�also�included�
the�religious�¿eld,�China’s�Buddhist�culture�had�an�
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inÀuence�on�Southeast�Asia,�and�Southeast�Asia‘s�
envoys�often�brought�Buddha�statues�of�religious�
art� to�China,�and� at� the� same� time�many�monks�
also�went� to�China.�They�were� in�China�talking,�
translating�sutras�and�praising�Buddhism.�As�time�
goes� on,� Chinese� and� Southeast� Asian� envoys�
WUDYHO�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\��RQ�D�ODUJH�VFDOH�

and�with� high� standards,� and� cultural� exchanges�
between� China� and� Southeast�Asia� enter� a� new�
HUD�� )URP� WKH� 6RQJ� '\QDVW\�� SHRSOH� PLJUDWHG�

to� Southeast� Asia,� thereby� forming� the� earliest�
overseas�Chinese� in�Southeast�Asia.�When� these�
overseas�Chinese� settled� in� Southeast�Asia,� they�
brought� with� them�Chinese� culture,� contributing�
WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VRFLHW\�DW�WKDW�WLPH�

The� similarities� between�Chinese�culture� and�
Southeast�Asian�culture�come�from�the�traditional�
FXOWXUDO� HOHPHQWV� RI� HDFK� VLGH� RU� IURP� FXOWXUDO�

exchange� and� contact� factors� in� history,� they�
have� also� facilitated� China’s� implementation� of�
its�cultural�diplomacy�strategy�in�Southeast�Asia.�
Southeast� Asian� people� will� feel� familiar� and�
HDVLO\� DFFHSW� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUDO� HOHPHQWV� EHFDXVH�

they�are�quite�close�to�their�own�people’s�lives.

2.2.� China’s� cultural� diplomacy�
implementation�activities�in�Southeast�Asia

�������(VWDEOLVKHG�&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWH

&XUUHQWO\��WKH�&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWH�LV�JUDGXDOO\�

becoming� a� place� to� promote� China’s� cultural�
soft� power,� as� well� as� become� one� of� the� main�

DVSHFWV� RI� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� RI�

the� Chinese� Government.� Confucius’s� thought�

LV� FRQVLGHUHG� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI�&KLQHVH� FXOWXUH��

VR�LW� LV�QRW� VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�XVHG�KLV�QDPH� WR�

name�the�“brand”�that�spreads�Chinese�culture�to�

the�world.

The�Confucius�Institute�model�was�¿rst�tested�

in�the�capital�Tashkent,�Uzbekistan�in�June�2004.�In�

November�2004,�the�¿rst�Confucius�Institute�was�

of¿cially�established�in�Seoul,�South�Korea.�In�the�

“2022�Annual�Development�Report�of�Confucius�

,QVWLWXWHV´� DV� RI� 'HFHPEHU� ���� ������ &KLQD� KDV�

HVWDEOLVKHG�D�WRWDO�RI�����&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWHV�DQG�

����&KLQHVH�ODQJXDJH�FODVVHV�LQ�����FRXQWULHV�DQG�

regions�around�the�world,�the�number�of�registered�

students�is�1,500,000�students�(Population,�2024).

As� of� 2022,� China� has� established� 137�

&RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV� DQG� ���� &KLQHVH� ODQJXDJH�

classes� in� Asia.� In� Southeast� Asia,� there� are�

60� Confucius� Institutes� in� 10� Southeast� Asian�

countries,� including�Cambodia�(3�),�Indonesia�(8�

),�Laos�(2),�Malaysia�(7),�Myanmar�(3),�Singapore�

(3),�Thailand�(27),�Philippines�(5),�East�Timor�(1),�

Vietnam�(1).�Among�them,�Thailand�is�the�country�

with�the�most�establishments,�with�27�Confucius�

Institutes,�accounting�for�nearly�45%�of�the�total�

QXPEHU�RI�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�RSHQHG�LQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�

Southeast�Asia.

Nation Quantity Ratio�%
7KDLODQG �� ��

,QGRQHVLD � ��

0DOD\VLD � ��

3KLOLSSLQHV � �

&DPERGLD � �

6LQJDSRUH � �

0\DQPDU � �

/DRV � �

9LHWQDP � �

East�Timor � �

Figure�1:�Confucius�Institutes�in�Southeast�Asia�2022�(Population,�1/24/2024).
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7KH� PDLQ� DFWLYLWLHV� RI� &RQIXFLXV� 6WXGHQWV�

DUH� WR� WHDFK� &KLQHVH�� WUDLQ� &KLQHVH� WHDFKHUV��

advise�people�who�want�to�study�abroad�in�China,�
LQWURGXFH� &KLQD�� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH�� FRQWHPSRUDU\�

China� and� necessary� knowledge� in� trade�
relations� with� China,� etc.� Through� Confucius�
Institutes,�China�has�created�a�“Mandarin� fever”�
GRPHVWLFDOO\� DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� LQ� UHFHQW�

\HDUV�� 7KH� VXFFHVV� RI� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV� KDV�

FRQWULEXWHG� WR� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKH� LPSRUWDQW� UROH�

of� the� Chinese� language� and� the� inÀuence� of�
Chinese�culture�in�international�cultural�exchange�
DFWLYLWLHV�� 7KH� UDSLG� SUROLIHUDWLRQ� RI� &RQIXFLXV�

,QVWLWXWHV� DQG� &RQIXFLXV� FODVVURRPV� DURXQG� WKH�

world�and�Southeast�Asia�shows�China’s� interest�
LQ�VSUHDGLQJ�&KLQHVH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�FXOWXUH�DEURDG��

But� according� to�many� researchers,� the� quantity�
RI� WKHVH� HVWDEOLVKPHQWV� SURSDJDWLQJ� &KLQHVH�

ODQJXDJH�DQG�FXOWXUH�LV�QRW�UHDOO\�PDWFKHG�E\�LWV�

TXDOLW\��,Q�IDFW��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�OLPLWDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�

the�rapid�increase�in�numbers,�which�has�led�to�a�
lack�of�teaching�materials�and�teachers.

China� introduced�Confucianism� to� the�world.�
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV�

around� the� world,� China� also� organizes� other�
ODUJH�VFDOH� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DFWLYLWLHV� WR� HQKDQFH�

the� position� of� the� Confucius� Institutes� as� well�
DV� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH�� 7KHVH� DUH� UHJXODU� DFWLYLWLHV�

VXFK� DV�� 7KH� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWH� &RQJUHVV� KDV�

taken� place� annually� since� 2006� in� China,� with�
WKH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWH�'LUHFWRUV��

3ULQFLSDOV� RI� XQLYHUVLWLHV� DQG� DFDGHPLHV�� DQG�

&KLQHVH� ODQJXDJH� WHDFKHUV�� &KLQHVH� OHDUQLQJ�

students� etc� all� over� the� world.� The� congress�
usually� takes� place� in� 2-3� days� with� many�
exciting�activities�such�as�discussing�the�issue�of�
VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI� D� IRUFH�RI� &KLQHVH�

teachers� overseas,� Chinese� cultural� exhibitions,�
cultural� exchange� performances,� etc� to�meet� the�
needs�of� the�“Mandarin� fever”� that� is� constantly�
warming� up� in� the� international� community�
with�more� than�40�million�people�were�studying�
Chinese� as� a� second� language� around� the�world�
(Vietnam�News�Agency,�2007).�In�general,�China�

wants�to�turn�the�Confucius�Institute�into�a�Chinese�
ODQJXDJH� WHDFKLQJ� IDFLOLW\� DEURDG�� LV� D� SODFH� IRU�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�&KLQD��KHOSLQJ�

to� promote� the� expansion� of� China’s� exchange�
opportunities�with�countries�around�the�world.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��IRUXPV�DERXW�&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWHV�

in�each�region�also�take�place�regularly.�In�Asia,�
WKHUH�LV�WKH�WKH�-RLQW�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�6RXWKHDVW�$VLDQ�
&RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV,� with� the� participation� of�
Directors� of� Confucius� Institutes� in� East� Asian�
and� Southeast�Asian�countries,� they�come� to� the�
Conference�to�discuss�together�how�to�continue�to�
SURPRWH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�&RQIXFLXV�,QVWLWXWHV�

3.2.2.� Promote� cultural� exchange� activities�
EHWZHHQ�FRXQWULHV

A� regularly� organized� activity� in� China’s�
FXOWXUDO� GLSORPDF\� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� VWUDWHJ\� LV�

the� “Year� of� Chinese� Culture”,� which� has� been�
VXFFHVVIXOO\� KHOG� LQ� PDQ\� FRXQWULHV� DURXQG� WKH�

world.�The�“Year�of�Chinese�Culture”�is�considered�
WKH� PRVW� SURIRXQG� DQG� PHDQLQJIXO� DFWLYLW\� LQ�

VSUHDGLQJ� &KLQHVH� FXVWRPV�� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� FXOWXUH�

WR�SHRSOH�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LQ�UHFHQW�

years,� China� has� continuously� organized� major�
events,�which�both�demonstrate�China’s�economic�
VWUHQJWK��VFLHQFH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\��HWF���DQG�DUH�DOVR�

D�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�KRQRU�DQG�SURPRWH�&KLQHVH�

FXOWXUDO�LGHQWLW\�

Since� reform�and�opening� up,�exchanges�and�
cooperation�between�China�and�countries�around�
the� world� have� continuously� expanded� in� many�
¿elds,� including� in� the� ¿eld� of� education.� The�
Chinese� government� always� encourages� China�
students� to� study� abroad,� as� well� as� welcomes�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWXGHQWV� WR� VWXG\� DEURDG� LQ� &KLQD��

Because,� every�Chinese� student� studying� abroad�
RU� HYHU\� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWXGHQW� FRPLQJ� WR� &KLQD�

will�be�the�most�practical�“cultural�ambassador”�in�
promoting�China’s�image�abroad.�According�to�the�
latest�report�of�the�Chinese�Ministry�of�Education,�
in�2018�there�were�a�total�of�492,185�international�
VWXGHQWV� IURP� ���� FRXQWULHV� DQG� UHJLRQV� DURXQG�
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the� world� to� study� abroad� in� China� (excluding�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�LQ�+RQJ�.RQJ��0DFDX�DQG�

Taiwan)�(Vu,�D.H,�2009).

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW�

RI� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV�� &KLQD� DOVR� SURYLGHV�

VFKRODUVKLSV� IRU� VWXGHQWV� IURP� RWKHU� FRXQWULHV�

to� study� in� China,� with� priority� given� to� the�
Southeast�Asian� region.�China�has�created�many�
conditions�for�the�wave�of�Chinese�culture�to�Àow�
Southeast�Asia,�building� the� image� of�a� friendly�
DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�&KLQD��GLVSHOOLQJ�GRXEWV�DERXW�WKH�

“China�Threat�Theory”.�for�so�long.

3URPRWLQJ� WRXULVP� LV� DQRWKHU� FKDQQHO� WKDW�

helps� strengthen� China’s� cultural� soft� power�
in� Southeast� Asia.� For� China,� active� initiative�
LQ� WRXULVP� FRRSHUDWLRQ� VHHPV� WR� QRW� RQO\�

create� a� win-win� situation� for� both� sides,� but�
more� importantly,� the� increasing� of� China’s�
attractiveness�is�af¿rmed.�In�recent�years,�reasons�
such� as� “hoping� to� travel� to�China”,� “hoping� to�
exchange�with�Chinese�people”,�“hoping�to�learn�
DERXW� P\VWHULRXV� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH´���� KDYH� PDGH�

more�and�more�people�around�the�world�want�to�
OHDUQ�&KLQHVH�DQG�WUDYHO�WR�&KLQD�

Some� cultural� exchange� programs� between�
China� and� Southeast� Asian� countries� receive�
attention� from� both� sides:� “China� -� ASEAN�
Educational� Exchange� Week”,� “ASEAN-China�
,QIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� &RPPXQLFDWLRQV� 7HFKQRORJ\�

Week”,�“Chinese�Bridge”�Competition�worldwide.�

3.2.3.�Export�of�cultural�products�

Cinematic� products:� ,Q� WKH� FXUUHQW� HUD� RI�
information�explosion,�media�plays�an�extremely�
LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�VSUHDGLQJ�FXOWXUH��LGHRORJ\��DQG�

promoting� national� images� to� the� world.� China�
has� been�and�will� continue� to� take�advantage�of�
cinema,� television,� books,� newspapers� and� the�
internet,...� to� promote� the� image� of� the� China’s�
country,� people,� and� culture.� In� the� ¿elds� of�
television�and�cinema,�the�topics�of�Chinese�¿lms�
are�very�rich�and�diverse�such�as:�historical�¿lms,�
revolutionary� ¿lms,� ¿lms� depicting� portraits� of�

famous� ¿gures,� crime� ¿lms� and� anti-corruption,�
family� morality� ¿lms,� realistic� youth� idol� ¿lms,�
praising�good�people�and�good�deeds,...�with�the�
DLP� RI� VSUHDGLQJ� WKH� KLVWRU\�� FXOWXUH�� LGHRORJ\��

DQG� DHVWKHWLFV�RI�&KLQD� WR�SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\�

and� friends� around� the� world.� The� Chinese�
entertainment� industry� has� produced� the�world’s�
most�inÀuential�artists�such�as�Bruce�Lee,�Jackie�
&KDQ��*RQJ�/L��=KDQJ�=L\L����� WKH\�DUH� WKH� LGROV�

of�many�young�people�around�the�world�today,�is�
D� EULGJH� WKDW� EULQJV� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH� DURXQG� WKH�

world.

Although� China� is� interested� in� the� world�
¿lm�market,�it�is�not�neglecting�the�potential�¿lm�
market�in�Southeast�Asia.�Because�many�Chinese�
¿lms� have� been� very� interested� and�watched� by�
viewers� in�Southeast�Asian�countries.�For�a�long�
WLPH��&KLQHVH�PRYLHV�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�

VSLULWXDO� IRRG� LQ� WKH� OHLVXUH� WLPH� RI� IDPLOLHV� LQ�

Southeast� Asia.� It� can� be� said� that� Southeast�
Asia� is� a� region� of� potential� development� for�
WKH�&KLQHVH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW� LQGXVWU\��1RW�RQO\�DUH�

WKHUH�PRUH� WKDQ����PLOOLRQ�&KLQHVH�SHRSOH�KHUH��

but�it�is�also�a�place�with�cultural�similarities�with�
China,�especially�Southeast�Asian� culture� that� is�
suitable�for�the�content�of�Chinese�¿lms.�Through�
WKLV�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�LQGXVWU\��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��WKH\�

will� bring� China’s� excellent� ¿lm� and� television�
industry�to�ASEAN�countries�and�the�world,�and�
let� the�world� understand�China� through�Chinese�
cinema�and�television.�On�the�other�hand,�the�¿lm�
and� television�culture� of�ASEAN� countries� such�
as� Thai� commercial� ¿lms,�Vietnamese� art� ¿lms,�
Singaporean� television� series...� are� exposed� to�
China’s�¿lm�and�television�culture.

Movies�and�television�¿lms�are�one�of�the�most�
HIIHFWLYH� FXOWXUDO� GLVVHPLQDWLRQ� WRROV� WKDW�&KLQD�

thoroughly�uses�to�strengthen�national�soft�power.�
Nowadays,�Chinese�¿lms�are�shown�on�almost�all�
television�channels�of�Southeast�Asian�countries,�
showing� the� people� of� these� countries� not� only�
DERXW�PRGHUQ�VRFLDO�OLIH�LQ�&KLQD��EXW�DOVR�DERXW�

historical� stories.� In� Vietnam,� Chinese� ¿lms� are�
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shown�on�all� television�channels� from�central� to�
ORFDO��LW�LQFUHDVHV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�

RI� &KLQHVH� KLVWRU\� DQG� FXOWXUH�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� LQ�

Southeast� Asia� there� are� television� channels�
such�as�Indonesia’s�“Metro�TV”�and�Singapore’s�
“Channel� News�Asia”� that� broadcast� throughout�
WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�0DQGDULQ�&KLQHVH�

Cultural�products�“exported”�via� the�Internet:�
,Q� WKH�HUD�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ� WHFKQRORJ\��

China�has�also�taken�advantage�of�the�internet�to�
SURPRWH� WKHLU�QDWLRQDO� LPDJH��,W� FDQ�EH� VDLG� WKDW�

WKLV� LV� WKH� VKRUWHVW�� PRVW� FRQYHQLHQW�� DQG� OHDVW�

expensive�way�to�spread�or�access�information�for�
any�country�or�individual�around�the�world�today.�
In�particular,�China�Radio�International�(CRI)�was�
founded� on� December� 3,� 1941.� CRI� aims� to�
introduce�China�to�the�rest�of�the�world,�introduce�
the� world� to� China,� report� global� affairs� to� the�
world,�and�promote�understanding�and�friendship�
between� the� Chinese� and� peoples� from� other�
countries.� CRI� is� China’s� only� state-level� radio�
and�television�media�organization�specializing�in�
international� communications� (York,� Geoffrey,�
2009).

Currently,� CRI� broadcasts� in� 65� foreign�
languages.�Among�them,�there�are�popular�mother�
tongue� languages� in� Southeast� Asian� countries.�
CRI’s� radio� content� is� also� extremely� rich� and�
diverse,�including�news,�reports,�topics�on�politics,�
HFRQRPLFV�� FXOWXUH�� VFLHQFH� DQG� WHFKQRORJ\����

covered�globally.�CRI�is�recognized�by�the�Chinese�
government�as�one�of�the�¿ve�important�national�
news�networks,�and�was�voted�by�listeners�as�“A�
bridge� for�exchanges�between�China�and� foreign�
countries”,� “The� fastest,� most� convenient� and�
HIIHFWLYH�FKDQQHO�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�&KLQD´�

China’s� internet� information� and�
communication� system� is� extremely� rich� and�
diverse.� Government�websites� that� carry� foreign�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DUH�VHW�XS�LQ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�ODQJXDJH�

versions,� such� as� Simpli¿ed�Chinese,� traditional�
.� Chinese,� English,� Spanish,� French,� Russian,�
Arabic,� etc.� are� very� convenient� for� foreigners�

who� want� to� learn� information� about�China� and�
&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�

China’s� e-commerce� system� is� also� quite�
developed,� sales� websites� from� China� go� all�
over�the�world.�E-commerce�sites�today�are�very�
LPSRUWDQW�WRROV�WR�EULQJ�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�

to� international� consumers� who� want� to� buy�
China’s� goods,� books,� etc.� In� addition,� cultural�
SURGXFWV� WUDQVPLWWHG� RQ� WKH� LQWHUQHW� VXFK� DV�

movies,�music,�newspapers,�magazines,�academic�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��HWF��RI�&KLQD�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�ULFK�DQG�

diverse,�helping�the�world�access�Chinese�culture�
more�easily,�quickly�and�conveniently.

3.3.�The�impact�of�China’s�cultural�diplomacy�
strategy�in�Southeast�Asia

�������3RVLWLYH�LPSDFW

After�the�Cold�War,�China’s�cultural�diplomacy�
in� Southeast� Asia� created� positive� cultural�
inÀuences� for� these� countries,� also� entails� the�
GHYHORSPHQW� RI� SROLWLFDO� �� HFRQRP\� UHODWLRQV�

between� China� and� Southeast� Asia,� tightening�
WKH� IULHQGVKLS�� WUXVW� DQG�PXWXDO� GHYHORSPHQW� RI�

the� two� sides.� China� implement� the� strategy� of�
“peaceful�development”,�creating�a�stable�external�
HQYLURQPHQW�� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� QHLJKERULQJ� DUHDV� WR�

HQVXUH� HFRQRPLF� GHYHORSPHQW�� &KLQD� FDQ� HUDVH�

WKH� VXVSLFLRQ� DQG� XQV\PSDWK\� RI� QHLJKERULQJ�

FRXQWULHV��,W�QHHGV�WR�VSUHDG�WKH�LPDJH�RI�D�IULHQGO\�

country,�not�a� threat�to� the�region�and�willing�to�
KHOS�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��

China’s�implementation�of�cultural�diplomacy�
activities� in�Southeast�Asia�has�not�only�brought�
bene¿ts� to� the� cultural� life� of� Southeast� Asian�
FRXQWULHV��EXW�DOVR�OHG� WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� WKH�

HFRQRPLF� OLIH� RI� WKH� UHJLRQ�� &RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWH�

KDV� LQFUHDVHG� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� SHRSOH� VWXG\LQJ�

Chinese�in� the� region,�which�will�help�Southeast�
Asian� countries� in� international� integration.�
&KLQHVH�FXOWXUDO� IHVWLYDOV�FRQWULEXWH� WR�HQULFKLQJ�

DQG� GLYHUVLI\LQJ� WKH� VSLULWXDO� OLIH� RI� SHRSOH� LQ�

regional� countries.� Especially� young� people� in�
WKH� UHJLRQ� KDYH� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� LQWHUDFW� DQG�
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experience� traditional� Chinese� cultural� festivals.�
&KLQHVH� FXOWXUDO� SURGXFWV� DUH� EURXJKW� LQWR� WKH�

Southeast�Asian�market,�helping�people’s�spiritual�
life�become�richer�and�new.�Creating�competition�
in� the� domestic� market,� promoting� “artistic�
FUHDWLRQ´��LQGXVWULHV�WKDW�GLUHFWO\�SURGXFH�FXOWXUDO�

SURGXFWV� DUH� FRQVFLRXV� RI� LPSURYLQJ� SURGXFW�

quality�to�compete�with�Chinese�goods.�This�is�the�
SRVLWLYH�VLGH�RI�FXOWXUDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�WKDW�6RXWKHDVW�

Asia�has�received.

�������1HJDWLYH�LPSDFW

Efforts� to� implement� China’s� cultural�
diplomacy� strategy� in� Southeast� Asia� in� recent�
GHFDGHV� WR� LPSURYH� QDWLRQDO� LPDJH� LQ� WKH�

region,� implementing� the� strategy� of� “peaceful�
GHYHORSPHQW´� QR� ORQJHU� KDV� WKH� VDPH� SRVLWLYH�

effects�as�before.�Because,�in�recent�years,�China�
has� taken� unilateral� and� provocative� actions� in�
the� Bien� Dong� that� have� been� condemned� and�
opposed�by�the�world.

7KH�GRPLQDQFH�RI�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�

Asian� countries� in� recent� decades� threatens�
QDWLRQDO�FXOWXUH��7\SLFDOO\��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�&KLQHVH�

television�dramas�and�movies�shown�here�is�very�
large,� leading� to� a� situation� where�many� people�
who�watch�the�movies�understand�Chinese�history�
and�culture�better�than�their�own�culture.

In� cultural� exchanges� between� China� and�
Southeast� Asian� countries,� what� is� of� concern�
LV� WKH� LVVXH� RI� &KLQD� KHOSLQJ� WR� WUDLQ� KXPDQ�

UHVRXUFHV� IRU� FRXQWULHV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� +XPDQ�

UHVRXUFHV� DUH� SURIHVVLRQDOO\� WUDLQHG� DQG� DW� WKH�

same� time� exposed� to� ideological� value� systems�
RWKHU� WKDQ� &KLQD�� :KHQ� UHWXUQLQJ� KRPH�� WKHVH�

human�resources�will�be�the�main�force�supporting�
WKH� VWUDWHJ\� RI� VSUHDGLQJ� &KLQHVH� FXOWXUH� DQG�

implementing� China’s� soft� power� in� Southeast�
Asia.� If� Southeast� Asian� countries� do� not� take�
precautions,� “made� in� China”� scholarships� can�
easily� become� a� double-edged� sword,� having� a�
QHJDWLYH�LPSDFW�RQ�QDWLRQDO�LQWHUQDO�DIIDLUV�

4.�Conclusion

,Q� UHFHQW� \HDUV�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� SROLWLFDO� DQG�

economic� policies,� China’s� cultural� policies�
towards� ASEAN� have� also� received� increasing�
DWWHQWLRQ�� :LWK� WKH� DYDLODEOH� SRWHQWLDO� LQ� WHUPV�

RI� VWUDWHJLF� ORFDWLRQ�� HFRQRPLF� DQG� FXOWXUDO�

SRWHQWLDO�� &KLQD� KDV� SURPRWHG� LWV� FXOWXUDO�

diplomacy�strategy�in�Southeast�Asia�through�the�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�&RQIXFLXV� ,QVWLWXWHV��SURPRWLQJ�

cultural�exchanges�activities�and�export�of�cultural�
SURGXFWV�DLP�WR�LPSURYH�QDWLRQDO�LPDJH�DQG�UHJDLQ�

China’s�inÀuence�in�the�region.�At�the�same�time,�
China’s� cultural�diplomacy�strategy� in�Southeast�
Asia�not�only�brings�bene¿ts�in�cultural� life,�but�
DOVR�OHDGV�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�OLIH�

RI�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�FXOWXUDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�

between� China� and� ASEAN� is� based� on� the�
SULQFLSOHV�RI�PXWXDO�UHVSHFW��HTXDOLW\��HQFRXUDJLQJ�

exchanges,� and� strengthening� cooperation� in�
many�¿elds�of�culture,�arts,�sports,�and�journalism,�
EURDGFDVWLQJ�� FLQHPD�� OLEUDULHV�� PXVHXPV�� DUW�

performance� exchanges,� exhibitions,� publishing�
contracts� for� excellent� works,� sending� of¿cials�
to�visit�each�other�for�cultural�exchange,...�In�the�
future,� the� cultural� diplomacy� channel� between�
China�and�ASEAN�will�be�increasingly�enhanced�
and�strengthened.�The�China�and�ASEAN�Culture�
Ministers’� Meeting� can� contribute� to� creating�
more� similarities,� strengthening� exchanges�
between�ASEAN�and�China,�facilitating�bilateral�
exchanges� and� increasing� the� strength� of� local�
culture,�emphasizing�the�factor�of�both�preserving�
WKH� FXOWXUDO� LGHQWLW\� RI� HDFK� QDWLRQ� DQG�EXLOGLQJ�

integration�between�diverse�cultures./.
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